Preparations  underway 
for  AIDS  conference 

Organizers  in  San  Francisco  plan  for  the  Sixth 
International  Conference  on  AIDS  in  the  face 
of  a  growing  boycott  by  AIDS  and 
immigration  activists 

By  Chris  Nealon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  With  only  a  month 
remaining  until  the  Sixth  International  Con¬ 
ference  on  AIDS,  widespread  boycott  of  the 
event,  which  will  be  held  here,  continues  to 
grow.  To  date,  about  80  organizations 
around  the  world  have  withdrawn  from  the 
June  20-24  conference  because  of  U.S.  im¬ 
migration  restrictions  on  people  with  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Meanwhile,  the  Bush  administra¬ 
tion  remains  silent  about  legislation  that 
would  effectively  end  HIV-related  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  immigration  policy. 

Several  Bay  Area  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  ACT  UP/San  Francisco  and  ACT 
NOW,  the  AIDS  umbrella  group  based 
here,  are  planning  to  stage  protests  during 
the  week  of  the  conference,  but  say  they  will 
also  conduct  other  activities.  ACT  NOW’s 
Ron  Bracamonte  said  that  the  groups  will 
sponsor  panels,  workshops,  and  educa¬ 
tional  forums  as  well  as  marches,  demon¬ 
strations,  and  “creative”  actions,  June 
17-24.  Bracamonte  told  GCN  that  one  such 
event  will  be  a  forum  entitled  “Speaking 
Across  Borders”  that  will  “provide  an  over¬ 
view  of  the  global  impact  of  AIDS”  and  ad¬ 
dress  “HIV  and  the  threat  of  deportation.” 

Conference  spokesperson  Dana  Van  Gor- 
der  told  GCN  that  planning  for  the  con¬ 
ference  has  been  uninterrupted  by  the  boy¬ 
cott,  although  he  said  he  realized  there 
would  be  political  activity  outside  the  event. 

“When  we  decided  to  have  a  conference  in 
San  Francisco,  we  knew  there  would  be  pro¬ 
tests  outside,”  he  said.  Van  Gorder  said  that 
organizers  of  the  conference  have  them¬ 
selves  repeatedly  denounced  U.S.  immigra¬ 
tion  policy,  and  added  that  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  disruptions  within  the  con¬ 
ference  halls  themselves.  “If  it  becomes  im¬ 
possible  for  people  to  learn  at  this  thing, 
we’re  not  going  to  be  very  happy,”  he  said. 

As  of  May  18,  7,800  of  the  12,000  available 
delegate  positions  at  the  conference  had 
been  taken,  according  to  Van  Gorder. 

The  most  recent  group  to  pull  out  of  the 
conference  is  New  York  City’s  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  Jeffrey  Braff,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  GMHC,  said  his  organi¬ 
zation’s  decision  to  boycott  the  conference 
was  prompted  by  the  Bush  administrations’s 
refusal  to  support  the  Rowland  bill.  The 
measure,  introduced  in  Congress  April  4  by 
Rep.  J.  Roy  Rowland  (D-Ga.),  would  allow 
the  removal  of  HIV  from  the  list  of  com¬ 
municable  diseases  that  prevent  entry  to  the 
United  States.  Specifically,  the  bill  would 
give  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  sole  authority  to  decide  which 
diseases  require  exclusion  from  entry  to  the 
U.S.  Currently,  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  of  the  Federal  government  have 
the  authority  to  make  such  decisions.  (See 
GCN,  April  22,  1990.) 

In  an  attempt  to  appease  critics  of  its  im¬ 
migration  policy,  the  Bush  administration 
announced  April  13  that  it  would  provide 
special  10-day  waivers  for  those  seeking  to 
enter  the  U.S.  to  attended  “approved”  con¬ 
ferences,  such  as  the  one  in  San  Francisco. 
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Reagan  visit  prompts 
protest 

Sixteen  people  are  arrested  at  a  demonstration  organized 
by  ACT  UP /Philadelphia  decrying  the  ex-President’s 
engagement  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  *s 
anniversary  celebration 

By  Marc  Stein 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Protesting  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  former  President  Ronald  Rea¬ 
gan  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania’s 
250th  anniversary  celebration,  16  les- 
bian/gay,  AIDS,  and  progressive  activists 
were  arrested  here  May  17.  As  GCN  went  to 
press,  all  but  one  of  those  arrested  had  been 
released  from  the  Philadelphia  Police  Ad¬ 
ministration  Building  Detention  Unit.  By 
late  afternoon,  police  were  still  trying  to 
determine  the  identity  of  the  remaining  ac¬ 
tivist  before  releasing  her  or  him.  All  16 
were  charged  with  “obstructing  a 
highway,”  which  is  a  summary  offense  and 
non-traffic  citation.  The  charge  usually  car¬ 
ries  a  $50  fine. 

Before  the  arrests  were  made,  300  ac¬ 
tivists,  organized  by  ACT  UP/Philadelphia 
and  a  variety  of  international  solidarity 
groups  and  peace  and  social  justice  organi¬ 
zations,  rallied  at  the  entrance  of  the  Civic 
Center  as  people  entered  to  hear  Reagan 
speak.  Activists  chanted  slogans  such  as 
“Racist,  sexist,  anti-gay,  Ronald  Reagan  go 
away!”  and  “They  say  don’t  fuck,  we  say 
fuck  you!” 

Several  Penn  students  entered  the  Civic 
Center  and  were  forcibly  ejected  for  holding 
anti-Reagan  posters  and  banners.  One  of 
those,  Sheryl  Rose,  a  senior  and  a  lesbian 
said,  “I  am  a  Penn  student  and  we  should  be 
allowed  in  there.”  Gay  graduate  student 
Jeff  Abrahamson,  who  was  bruised  while 
being  ejected,  was  threatened  with  arrest  for 
holding  his  sign.  Abrahamson  told  GCN 
that  while  inside,  he  was  asked  by  someone 
he  believed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Secret  Ser¬ 
vice,  “What  the  fuck  do  you  think  you’re 
doing?” 

William  Epstein,  the  assistant  to  Penn 
President  Sheldon  Hackney,  said  that  he 
had  no  idea  why  the  students  were  ejected, 
but  said  he  was  sure  that  they  weren’t 


Critics  agree,  however,  that  such  a  move 
does  not  address  the  broader  issue  of  im¬ 
migration  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
HIV  status.  In  particular,  critics  say  the 
10-day  waivers  are  significant  only  to 
travelers  and  not  to  the  millions  of  people 
who  are  trying  to  become  permanent 
residents  of  the  U.S. 

A  ‘tenuous’  coalition 

On  April  2,  more  than  40  U.S.  organiza¬ 
tions  released  a  policy  paper  calling  for  an 
end  to  mandatory  HIV  testing  and  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  immigrants  and  refugees  by  the  U.S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS).  The  paper  was  issued  by  immigrant 
and  legal  service  providers  as  well  as  AIDS 
advocacy  and  gay  and  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  is  an  indication  of  the  increased 
strength  of  the  recent  coalition  between  im¬ 
migration  and  AIDS  activists. 

“Immigration  service  providers  have 
been  working  [on  HIV-related  discrimina¬ 
tion]  since  1987,”  said  Jorge  Cortinas  of  the 
Coalition  for  Immigrant  and  Refugee  Ser¬ 
vices  in  California.  That  year,  Sen.  Jesse 
Helms  (R-N.C.)  pushed  through  legislation 
that  added  HIV  to  the  list  of  dangerous 
communicable  diseases. 

Although  most  AIDS  advocacy  groups 
have  only  more  recently  begun  to  address 
the  plight  of  refugees  and  immigrants,  such 
coalition  work  has  been  increasing  lately. 
When  activists  from  Stop  AIDS  Now  Or 
Else  (SANOE)  occupied  offices  at  the  INS 
on  May  1,  for  instance,  The  Bay  Area 
Reporter  noted  that  they  had  explicitly 
demanded  an  end  to  HIV-based  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  refugees  and  immigrants  as  well 
as  travelers.  Cortinas  told  GCN  that  it  has 
been  “great”  to  see  largely  white  AIDS  ser¬ 
vices  groups  denouncing  the  10-day  waivers 
not  only  because  of  the  effect  on  the  upcom¬ 
ing  AIDS  conference,  but  also  because  of 
the  problems  the  waivers  pose  for  popula¬ 
tions  of  non-permanent  residents. 

Among  these  difficulties  are  the  lack  of 
counseling  and  innacurate  diagnoses  in  INS 
testing.  Judy  Rabinovitz,  staff  counsel  at 
the  Immigrants’  Rights  Project  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU), 
told  GCN  that  these  problems  create  signifi¬ 
cant  anxiety  among  those  being  tested.  She 
also  remarked  that  depending  on  one’s  im¬ 
migration  status,  a  person  may  have  “mini¬ 
mal  recourse”  if  the  INS  decides  to  exclude 
her  or  him.  Rabinovitz  pointed  out  that 
coalition  work  between  AIDS  advocates 
and  immigration  rights  groups  is  a  new  and 
tenuous  development.  Immigration  groups 
may  wonder  whether  AIDS  organizations 
will  continue  to  join  with  them  once  im¬ 
mediate  issues  like  those  surrounding  the 
conference  are  resolved,  she  said.  But  she 
added  that  the  boycott  of  the  conference  has 
brought  “important  attention”  to  the  pro¬ 
blems  in  current  U.S.  immigration  policy. 

Although  the  boycott  has  not  been  con- 
Continued  on  page  12 


ejected  simply  for  holding  signs.  Epstein 
said  that  Reagan  was  only  one  of  a  wide 
range  of  speakers  invited  by  Penn  to  help 
celebrate  its  anniversary  and  that  univer¬ 
sities  should  encourage  the  free  expression 
of  ideas.  Asked  why  Penn  students  were  not 
permitted  to  openly  express  their  ideas  in  the 
Civic  Center,  Epstein  said  that  the  university 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  students’  ejec¬ 
tions. 

Prior  to  the  arrests,  activists  had  also  stag¬ 
ed  a  “die-in”  on  the  steps  of  the  Civic 
Center  before  moving  into  Civic  Center 
Boulevard  and  blocking  traffic.  Police  in 
this  city,  notorious  for  their  obliteration  of  a 
West  Philadelphia  neighborhood  in  their 
1985  attack  on  MOVE,  wore  gloves  during 
the  rally  and  arrests,  leading  activists  to 
chant  “Shame!”  and  “You’ll  see  it  on  the 
news:  your  gloves  don’t  match  your  shoes.” 
A  police  spokesperson  said  that  he  thought 
the  police  handled  themselves  “quite  ad¬ 
mirably.”  While  ACT  UP  member  Scott 
Tucker  said  that  police  here  have  been 
brutal  to  Black  and  Latino  people  as  well  as 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the  past,  he  said  he 
thought  they  were  “playing  by  the  book,” 
this  time,  although  he  did  say  he  thought 
that  wearing  gloves  was  a  “provocation.” 

Following  the  arrests,  about  200  activists 
marched  back  to  the  Penn  campus,  where 
about  40  students  crowded  into  the  hallway 
in  front  of  Hackney’s  office.  After  activists 
chanted  for  several  minutes,  the  Penn  presi¬ 
dent  emerged  from  his  office  and  spoke  with 
the  group.  He  justified  the  invitation  to 
Reagan  by  saying  that  as  a  former  President, 
Reagan  had  a  valuable  perspective  to  offer. 
Although  Hackney  said  that  he  did  not  want 
to  defend  Reagan’s  policies,  and  admitted 
that  Reagan  had  done  a  lot  to  hurt  educa- 
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Quote  of  the  Week 

“I’ve  never  heard  once  in  this  chamber 
anybody  say  to  homosexuals,  ‘Stop  what 
you’re  doing.’  If  they  would  stop  what 
they’re  doing,  there  would  not  be  one  addi¬ 
tional  case  of  AIDS  in  the  United  States.” 

—  Arch  homophobe  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.)  during  debate  on  the  Senate  floor 
about  A  IDS  funding,  in  the  Boston  Globe. 
The  bill  was  introduced  by  a  bipartisan 
group  and  has  65  cosponsors  in  the  Senate, 
more  than  enough  for  passage.  It  is  designed 
to  provide  emergency  AIDS  money  to  states 
and  cities  hit  hardest  by  the  epidemic.  The 
day  following  Helms’  attempt  to  block  the 
bill  on  grounds  of  “immorality,  ”  the  Senate 
voted  95-3  to  limit  debate  on  the  bill,  thus 
rejecting  Helms’  objections. 

UPI  fires  journalist 
who  free-lances  for 
gay  paper 

WASHINGTON  —  Following  pressure 
from  a  fundamentalist  Christian,  a  reporter 
for  United  Press  International  (UPI),  who 
also  free-lances  for  a  gay  newspaper,  was 
fired  April  28.  UPI  denies  that  homophobia 
or  any  outside  influence  played  a  role  in  the 
journalist’s  dismissal. 

Julie  Brienza,  who  sometimes  writes  for 
The  Washington  Blade,  telephoned  Vic 
Eliason,  who  has  a  radio  program  in 
Milwaukee,  April  9  to  interview  him  for  a 
story  on  “hate  radio,”  The  Boston  Globe 
reported.  Brienza  identified  herself  to 
Eliason  as  a  UPI  reporter  doing  free-lance 
work  and  left  Eliason  her  UPI  phone 
number.  Eliason  claimed  that  Brienza  was 
involved  in  a  conflict  of  interest  and 
established  a  phone  campaign  directed  at 
UPI  in  protest. 

According  to  The  Wisconsin  Light, 
another  gay  paper,  UPI  spokesperson  Milt 
Capps  described  the  reason  for  Brienza’s 
dismissal  as  “[her]  showing  disregard  for 
UPI’s  reputation  as  an  impartial  news  ser¬ 
vice.” 

Response  to  UPI’s  decision  has  so  far 
been  limited  to  Brienza’s  co-workers.  The 
Light  reports  that  two  petitions  are  current¬ 
ly  circulating  at  UPI  protesting  Brienza’s 
termination. 

□  Chris  Nealon 


B.irncy  Frank  presented  a  bike  to  Father  Dnnan 
who  was  honored  by  the  Mass  Association  of 
Older  Americans.  May  1 2 

No  ethics  ruling  on 
Frank  yet 

WASHINGTON  —  Three  weeks  after  an¬ 
nouncing  the  he  will  seek  re-election,  U.S. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  is  still  waiting  for  the 
House  Ethics  Committee  to  complete  its  in¬ 
vestigation  of  him.  The  Massachusetts 
Democrat  has  said  he  will  not  launch  his 
campaign  until  the  committee  announces  its 
findings. 

The  committee  is  investigating  whether 
Frank  violated  any  House  regulations  dur¬ 
ing  his  relationship  with  prostitute  Stephen 
Gobie.  Frank  has  acknowledged  paying 
Gobie  for  sex  and  later  hiring  him  as  a 
housekeeper  and  driver,  but  he  denies 
knowing  that  Gobie  operated  a  prostitution 
ring  from  the  congressman’s  apartment 
when  he  was  not  home. 
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Republicans  and  Democrats  alike  have 
said  they  hope  the  committee  will  conclude 
its  investigation  soon.  According  to  The 
Boston  Globe,  Alexander  Tennant,  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Massachusetts  Republican  Party, 
and  James  Roosevelt,  Massachusetts 
Democratic  spokesperson,  agreed  that  the 
committee  has  been  at  work  long  enough. 
“I’d  be  happy  to  join  in  calling  on  both  the 
Republican  and  the  Democratic  members  of 
the  committee  to  take  the  same  action  and 
reach  a  conclusion,”  said  Roosevelt. 

Meanwhile,  Rep.  William  Dannemeyer 
(R-Calif.),  who  has  vowed  never  to  return  to 
the  House  gym  because  his  locker  is  near 
Frank’s,  continues  to  call  for  Frank’s  expul¬ 
sion  from  Congress.  “Any  member  who 
conducts  himself  the  way  Barney  Frank 
does,  specifically  engaging  in  prostitution... 
forfeits  his  right  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,”  Dannemeyer  said  last 
week. 

The  committee  recessed  in  early  May  after 
failing  to  reach  a  “philosophical 
agreement,”  according  to  committee  chair 
Rep.  Julian  Dixon  (D-Calif.).  Resuming  its 
investigation  May  16,  the  committee  met  for 
90  minutes  without  reaching  a  decision. 

□  Chris  Nealon 

AIDS  group  forms 
in  Thailand 

BANGKOK,  Thailand  —  An  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  group,  the  Fraternity  for  AIDS  Cessa¬ 
tion  in  Thailand  (FACT),  recently  opened 
an  office  here. 

FACT  will  provide  AIDS  counseling  and 
information,  host  meetings  and  discussion 
groups  for  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and  pub¬ 
lish  a  newsletter,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter.  Almost  30  Thai  businesses  have 
already  purchased  advertising  in  the 
newsletter.  Last  year  FACT  presented  its 
first  Golden  Condom  Awards  to  six  busi¬ 
nesses  here  and  in  Pattaya. 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  reaches 
decade  milestone 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  (MACT)  chapter  here  will 
celebrate  its  tenth  anniversary  next  month 
by  sponsoring  a  weekend  of  events,  June 
1-3.  Scheduled  activities  include  a 
consciousness-raising  session,  a  10-year 
remembrance  ceremony,  a  “grand  event” 
of  music,  poetry,  and  visual  arts,  and  an  an¬ 
niversary  garden  gala.  Donations  are  re¬ 
quested  for  admission.  (The  group  is  asking 
for  minimum  $25  donation  for  admission  to 
the  garden  gala.) 

MACT  would  also  like  to  publish  a  com¬ 
memorative  anniversary  journal  and  is  call¬ 
ing  for  interested  parties  to  buy  ads  in  order 
to  fund  the  publication. 

For  more  information  about  the  celebra¬ 
tion  or  to  purchase  ads,  call  (212)  245-6366. 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

AAC  holds 
annual  march 

BOSTON  —  The  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee  will  sponsor  the  fifth  annual  “From  All 
Walks  of  Life”  march  June  3  to  raise  money 
for  local  AIDS  service,  research  and  educa¬ 
tion  organizations.  Organizers  predict  that 
more  than  25,000  people  will  participate. 

This  year’s  walk  will  benefit  39  organiza¬ 
tions  from  across  the  state,  including  the 
Planned  Parenthood  League  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  the  Community  Research  Initiative  of 
New  England,  the  Latino  Health  Network, 
and  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  Last  year’s 
walk  raised  $1.8  million  dollars  for  34 
organizations. 

Registration  for  the  walk  will  begin  June  3 
at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  Boston  Common.  The  ten- 
kilometer  route  will  end  at  the  Hatch  Shell 
bandstand  on  the  Esplanade,  where  local 
bands  will  perform  for  walkers.  Prizes  will 
be  awarded  to  the  individual  and  team  who 
collect  the  most  pledge  money  for  the  walk. 

For  more  information  and  pledge  sneets, 
contact  the  Walk  Line  at  (617)  266-6906. 

□  Laura  Briggs 


‘Fucking  faggots’ 
doesn’t  constitute 
hate  speech,  says 
Harvard 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Harvard’s  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board  recently  determined  that 
when  Michael  J.  D’Amato  .called  two 
members  of  the  Bisexual,  Gay,  and  Lesbian 
Student  Association  (BGLSA)  “fucking 
faggots”  he  was  not  using  hate  speech  and 
was  not  guilty  of  gay-bashing. 

BGLSA  member  Hilary  Zaid  told  the 
school’s  newspaper,  The  Harvard  Crimson, 
that  D’Amato  began  coughing  loudly  when 
Zaid  tried  to  make  an  announcement  in  the 
dining  hall  April  23  about  the  group’s  Bisex¬ 
ual,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Awareness  Days. 
Dean  Shapiro,  who  is  also  a  member  of 
BGLSA,  said  that  D’Amato  then  walked 
over  to  the  group’s  table  and  said  “fucking 
fags”  before  walking  out.  D’Amato  main¬ 
tains  that  he  did  not  make  the  remark  and 
only  coughed  loudly  to  show  his  annoyance 
with  the  two.  News  of  the  incident  prompted 
more  than  300  Harvard  students  to  hold  an 
“eat-in”  at  the  dining  hall  in  support  of  the 
offended  BGLSA  members. 

Since  D’Amato’s  remarks  were  not 
classified  as  “hate  speech,”  he  is  not  subject 
to  disciplinary  action.  “This  was  more  in  the 
category  of  behavior  that  we  consider  to  be 
unfortunate,  but  not  disciplinary,”  said 
Dean  of  the  College  L.  Fred  Jewett.  In  a  let¬ 
ter  informing  D’Amato  that  no  action 
would  be  taken  against  him,  Harvard  of¬ 
ficial  Garth  McCavana  explained  that  “even 
if  you  had  said  what  you  had  been  accused 
of  saying,  it  would  not  constitute  harass¬ 
ment,  as  harassment  usually  entails  a  sus¬ 
tained,  repeated  action  or  words.” 

D’Amato  said  he  was  surprised,  but 
relieved  by  the  Board’s  decision.  The  senior 
will  probably  receive  a  warning  from 
Kirkland  House  officials  for  having 
“violated  the  community  spirit  of  Kirkland 
House.”  D’Amato  may  also  have  to 
undergo  counseling  concerning  tolerance  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians. 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Anti-gay-bash  demo 
jeered 

NEW  BRITAIN,  Conn.  —  A  May  10 
march  protesting  homophobia  in  the  wake 
of  a  gay-bashing  at  Central  Connecticut 
State  University  (CCSU)  was  jeered  by 
“dozens  of  students,”  according  to  the 
Hartford  Courant. 

A  gay  man  who  was  visiting  a  friend  at 
CCSU  was  attacked  May  8.  Although  pend¬ 
ing  investigation  police  would  not  release 
details  of  the  incident,  CCSU  student  Eric 
Cusson  was  arrested  and  charged  with 
second-degree  assault.  According  to  the 
Courant,  the  man,  whose  bottom  teeth  were 
knocked  inward,  was  treated  at  New  Britain 
General  Hospital.  A  member  of  CCSU 
Pride,  a  campus  gay  organization,  said  that 
both  the  man  who  was  attacked  and  his 
friend  were  reluctant  to  discuss  the  incident 
or  even  identify  themselves  for  fear  of 
retribution. 

CCSU’s  president,  John  Schumaker,  was 
also  silent  and  referred  inquiries  concerning 
the  incident  to  spokesperson  Peter  Kilduff. 
“For  the  moment  you  have  to  look  at  the 
face  of  it,”  said  Kilduff,  implying  that  the 
case  is  being  classified  as  a  simple  assault. 

The  reluctance  of  officials  to  label  the 
assault  as  a  hate-related  gay-bashing  was  a 
major  point  of  contention  for  the  activists 
who  braved  inclement  weather  to  demon¬ 
strate  in  the  university’s  quadrangle.  Jeers 
such  as  “Go  home  homos;  Give  me  some¬ 
thing  to  throw!”  were  abundant.  Several 
students  interviewed  by  the  Courant  ex¬ 
pressed  their  disgust  at  the  demonstration. 

.  “Why  are  they  creating  this  whole  big 
thing?”  asked  one  student.  “If  you  attack  a 
gay  person,  it’s  gay  bashing.  If  you  attack  a 
black,  it’s  racism.  If  you  attack  a  white  per¬ 
son,  it’s  just  assault,”  said  another. 

Demonstrators  said  that  they  were  not 
surprised  by  the  reaction  of  their  peers. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Angry  students  call 
for  “straight  pride 


April  in  response  to  lesbian/gay/bisexual 
awareness  weeks  at  the  schools. 

About  50  students  participated  in  a 
“straight  pride”  demonstration  April  5  at 
the  University  of  Massachusetts/Amherst 
while  about  100  lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual 
students  and  faculty  and  their  supporters, 
including  some  administrators,  observed. 
Although  some  minor  scuffles  broke  out 
between  anti-  and  pro-gay  students,  no  one 
was  seriously  injured. 

That  evening,  about  15  students  disrupted 
a  class  showing  “The  Times  of  Harvey 
Milk,”  a  film  about  the  gay  San  Francisco 
city  supervisor  who  was  assassinated  by 
fellow  supervisor  Dan  White.  According  to 
Felice  Yeskel  of  the  Office  for  Lesbian,  Gay 
and  Bisexual  Concerns,  the  protesting 
students  blocked  the  projector,  dropped 
their  pants  in  front  of  the  screen,  and 
blocked  the  exits  from  the  classroom.  The 
anti-gay  action  sparked  a  wave  of  harass¬ 
ment  toward  lesbian  and  gay  students  and 
faculty;  some  students  found  homophobic 
notes  on  their  dorm  room  doors  and  two 
cars  were  vandalized. 

The  following  week  at  Mount  Holyoke 
College,  students  hung  banners  proclaiming 
“heterosexual  awareness  week”  and 
organized  a  “heterosexual  pride”  rally 
following  the  school’s  “lesbian  and  bisexual 
awareness  week.”  About  15  students  showed 
up  for  that  rally. 

Tensions  between  pro-  and  anti-gay  forces 
have  been  rising  at  Mt.  Holyoke  since 
February,  when  students  called  for  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  committee  on  lesbian  and  bisexual 
concerns  in  response  to  the  removal  of  les¬ 
bian  posters  from  a  dorm.  Following  the 
most  recent  series  of  incidents.  President 
Elizabeth  Kennan  has  appointed  such  a 
committee  and  commissioned  a  study  on  the 
quality  of  life  for  lesbian  and  bisexual 
students,  staff,  and  faculty. 

Meanwhile,  conservative  students  recent¬ 
ly  began  publishing  a  newsletter  called  “The 
Subterranean.”  According  to  Nancy 
Hathaway,  former  co-chair  of  the  Mt. 
Holyoke’s  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Alliance, 
the  publication  has  “lampooned  everyone 
from  disabled  people  to  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities  to  lesbian  and  bisexual 
students.” 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Students  vow  to 
keep  men  out  of 
women’s  college 

OAKLAND,  Calif.  —  Students  at  Mills 
College,  one  of  the  country’s  oldest 
women’s  college,  have  vowed  to  shut  down 
the  school  until  a  decision  to  admit  men  is 
reversed.  The  May  3  announcement  that 
men  would  be  admitted  as  undergraduates 
beginning  in  the  fall  of  1991  was  met  with 
tears  and  angry  cries  by  a  majority  of  the 
school’s  777  undergraduate  students,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  New  York  Times. 

Citing  financial  crisis  due  to  steadily 
decreasing  enrollment,  the  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  F.  Warren  Heilman,  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  “strong  majority”  of  the  32 
trustees  felt  that  co-education  was  the  only 
viable  option  if  the  138-year-old  institution  is 
to  survive. 

The  day  following  Heilman’s  announce¬ 
ment,  students  began  what  they  promise  will 
be  a  sustained  boycott  of  the  school  until 
graduation  on  May  20.  Students  have  re¬ 
fused  to  go  to  classes,  blocked  entrances  to 
administrative  and  academic  buildings,  call¬ 
ed  for  Heilman’s  resignation,  and  promised 
to  drop  out  of  the  college  if  the  decision  is 
not  reversed.  Several  students  shaved  their 
heads  on  the  steps  of  the  student  union  and 
placed  their  hair  and  alumnae  photographs 
in  a  display  dubbed  “an  altar  to  our 
ancestors.”  The  campus  was  also  covered 
with  chalked  women’s  symbols  and  ban¬ 
ners. 

The  students  demanded  that  Mills’  presi¬ 
dent  Dr.  Mary  Mertz  explain  her  position. 
When  Mertz  announced  that  after  much 
painful  consideration  she  had  voted  for  co¬ 
education,  nearly  all  of  the  students  present 
turned  their  backs  on  her. 

Mills  is  one  of  94  women’s  colleges  in  the 
U.S.,  down  from  almost  300  in  1960.  The 
school  has  admitted  men  as  graduate 
students  since  the  1930s. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


♦  * 


AMHERST,  Mass.  —  Students  at  two 
Western  Massachusetts  colleges  organized 
anti-gay  “heterosexual  pride”  rallies  in 


BU  students  boo  Silber 


BOSTON  —  About  200  protesters  rallied  at  the  State  House  May  I  in  an  effort  to  quell  growing 
support  for  gubernatorial  candidate  and  Boston  University  (BU)  President  John  Silber.  Gay  and  lesbian 
activists  joined  with  a  coalition  of  progressive  BU  students  who  said  they  wanted  to  warn 
Massachusetts  voters  about  Silber's  bigotry  and  autocracy. 

The  rally  was  called  to  prevent  Silber  from  gaining  15  percent  of  the  votes  at  the  Democratic  State 
Convention  June  3-4.  All  candidates  need  15  percent  of  the  Democratic  delegation  in  order  to  be 
placed  on  the  November  ballot  as  Democratic  candidates,  and  almost  10  percent  of  the  delegates  are  already 
committed  to  Silber,  according  to  David  LaFontaine,  co-organizer  of  the  rally  and  lobbyist  for  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights. 

LaFontaine  said  that  Silber  has  a  record  of  "insensitivity,  bigotry,  and  fiscal  mismanagement.”  He 
added  that  "Other  candidates  aren't  generating  much  enthusiasm,  [and  voters]  are  ignoring  his  real 
character  because  he  seems  like  an  outsider." 

Keynote  speaker  Louis  Elisa,  president  of  the  Boston  Chapter  of  the  National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People  (NAACP),  urged  those  gathered  to  get  actively  involved  in  fighting 
Silber.  "Do  not  ever  give  him  the  chance  to  make  the  mistakes  he  made  at  BU,”  he  said.  Elisa 
dramatically  stated  his  intention  to  leave  the  state  if  Silber  is  elected.  "As  correct-thinking  people  and 
people  of  color,  wp  rannot  tolerate  bigotry,  we  cannot  tolerate  racism,  we  cannot  tolerate  sexism,  we 
cannot  tolerate  xenophobia.  We  must  reject  intolerance,  and  Silber  is  the  epitome  of  intolerance,"  he 
said. 

BU  Women's  Center  representative  and  rally  organizer  Hillary  Brooks  charged  Silber  with  sexism, 
saying,  "We  can  guage  candidate  Silber’s  readiness  to  protect  women’s  rights. ..by  inspecting  his  record 
at  BU  as  well  as  his  campaign  rhetoric."  She  said  that,  for  instance,  during  Silber’s  tenure  at  the 
school,  "Rape  has  been. tragically  assumed  to  include  any  sexual  activity  that  a  woman  regrets  later." 

Jeff  Nickel,  co-president  of  the  BU  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance  cited  examples  of  Silber’s  fiscal 
mismanagement.  He  pointed  to  the  investment  of  nearly  one-quarter  of  BU's  endowment  in  a  failing 
biotech  firm,  Seragen,  which  has  already  cost  the  University  over  $26  million  and  has  been  denounced 
by  business  and  community  advisors  across  the  board.  Nickel  further  charged:  that  Silber  was  con¬ 
vinced  to  invest  BU  funds  for  three  years  in  a  nonexistent  institution  "the  Hamburg  Music  School"; 
that  Silber  personally  netted  over  $2  million  in  stock  in  a  company  belonging  to  a  BU  Board  Chair  Ar¬ 
thur  Metcalf,  in  exchange  for  naming  a  science  complex  after  Metcalf;  and  that  Silber  and  other  top  ad¬ 
ministrators  also  personally  net  monies  from  BU  by  voting  themselves  a  premium  in  the  BU  Bookstore 
Mall. 

Other  speakers,  including  the  1988  student  government  president  and  representatives  from  the 
women's  center  and  Black  students’  organization,  also  asserted:  that  17  of  18  BU  Deans  voted  to  get 
rid  of  Silber  in  1976;  that  Silber’s  strictly-enforced  policies  for  student  publications  stipulate  that  no 
opinions  contrary  to  the  university  are  offered,  resulting  in  many  instances  of  publications  being  taken 
or  censored;  and  that  in  his  book,  "Kant  at  Auschwitz,"  Silber  argued  that  the  holocaust  was  not  ac¬ 
tually  "wrong"  because  Hitler  did  not  believe  it  was  wrong.  The  book  was  met  with  disgust  and  was 
not  released. 

The  demonstration  was  sponsored  by  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  in  conjunction 
with  “the  Coalition,"  a  group  of  students  representing  25  student  groups  at  BU. 

□  Carrie  Wofford 

Abortion  rights  group 
attacked  in  Oregon 

After  a  violent  encounter  with  hostile  anti-abortionists  in 
Grants  Pass,  NOW’s  ‘ Freedom  Caravan  ’  ends  on  a 
relatively  quiet  note  in  Mass. 


Gay-bashings  create  need 
for  dialogue 

Following  the  attacks  on  30  gay  men  in  a  racially  diverse 
and  heavily  gay  Boston  neighborhood,  community 
members  call  for  coalition  building 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  The  National  Organization 
for  Women  (NOW)  “Freedom  Caravan” 
completed  its  tour  of  cities  and  towns  in 
Massachusetts,  Nevada,  and  Oregon  with  a 
Mother’s  Day  Rally  at  Boston’s  Faneuil 
Hall  May  13.  The  campaign  was  part  of  a 
national  strategy  to  mobilize  pro-choice 
voters  for  the  November  elections.  The  ef¬ 
fort  was  characterized  by  spirited  rallies  that 
included  national  NOW  President  Molly 
Yard  and  hostile  opposition.  While  the 
caravan  met  with  only  token  opposition  in 
Boston,  it  found  sizable  counter-demonstra¬ 
tions  in  other  Massachusetts  towns,  and  en¬ 
countered  near-riot  conditions  in  a  rural 
Oregon  community. 

Local  politicians  who  support  abortion 
rights  joined  the  caravan  at  its  scheduled 
stops  as  NOW  tried  to  build  momentum  for 
the  November  elections.  At  each  rally, 
demonstrators  were  invited  to  sign  a  pledge 
not  to  support  any  candidate  who  is  not  pro- 
choice.  The  national  delegation  also 
distributed  “activist  cards,”  which  asked 
participants  to  become  involved  in  the 
sometimes-small  local  NOW  chapters  in  the 


areas  the  caravan  visited. 

Violence  in  Oregon 

Following  an  April  24  rally  in  Grants 
Pass,  Ore.,  anti-abortion  forces  physically 
threatened  Yard  and  other  national  NOW 
members.  According  to  NOW  Vice- 
president  of  Action  Sherri  O’Dell,  who  was 
present,  police  formed  a  wedge  to  protect 
the  National  NOW  contingent  as  they  left 
the  building  where  the  rally  was  held.  As 
NOW  activists  walked  a  few  yards  to  an 
awaiting  police  car,  about  25  anti¬ 
abortionists  rushed  at  the  police  and  the  car. 
When  the  crowd  attempted  to  prevent  NOW 
caravan  participants  from  leaving  the  site, 
police  were  able  to  escort  them  safely  away 
by  driving  out  through  the  crowd. 

“The  only  time  I’ve  ever  been  physically 
afraid  of  these  people  was  in  Grants  Pass,” 
O’Dell  told  GCN.  “Their  faces  were  just 
contorted  with  hatred  —  pressed  up  against 
the  windows,  and  shouting  ‘baby-killers! 
murderers!’  I  thought,  ‘Please,  don’t  let  this 

Continued  on  page  12 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Two  gay  men  were  seriously 
injured  in  the  early  morning  hours  May  6 
when  about  30  gay  men  were  attacked  by  a 
group  of  six  to  ten  Latino  young  men.  The 
attacks  took  place  in  a  racially  diverse  and 
heavily  gay  neighborhood.  Community 
members  and  officials  are  calling  for  in¬ 
creased  vigilance  by  the  gay  community,  ag¬ 
gressive  police  investigation,  and  more 
dialogue  between  the  Black,  Latino,  and 
white  gay  communities  in  the  South  End. 

The  incident  began  when  organizers  of 
the  Gay  Rights  Grassroots  Fund  (GRGRF) 
dance  at  the  Jorge  Hernandez  Cultural 
Center  in  Villa  Victoria,  a  largely  Latino 
neighborhood,  asked  three  young  Latino 
men  to  leave  the  dance,  because  they  were 
being  disruptive,  according  to  organizers 
Larry  Basile  and  John  Goode.  “They  were 
offended  because  we  wouldn’t  give  them 
beer,”  said  Goode.  According  to  the 
organizers’  account,  the  men  vowed  to 
return  and  “get  you,  faggots.” 

After  the  dance  ended  at  2:00  a.m.,  a 
number  of  the  men  went  to  a  party  several 
blocks  away.  According  to  gay  men  who 
were  present,  while  they  were  waiting  out¬ 
side,  a  group  of  six  to  ten  Latino  young  men 
approached  them  and  started  shouting 
“fucking  faggots,”  and  other  anti-gay 
epithets.  One  of  the  gay  men,  Steve 
Macuch,  was  kicked  and  knocked  to  the 
ground.  When  another  man,  Doug  Milinaz- 
zo,  went  to  his  aid,  he  was  also  beaten. 
Macuch’s  jaw  was  broken,  and  Milanazzo 
suffered  a  sprained  hand  and  facial  contu¬ 
sions. 

“The  biggest  thing  about  it  all  was  that  I 
just  felt  helpless,  just  standing  there  watch¬ 
ing,”  said  Mark  Selfridge,  “You  didn’t 
know  if  they  had  a  knife  or  a  gun  or  if  they 
didn’t.  They  said  they  had  guns  and 
knives,”  he  said. 

Shortly  after  the  young  men  left,  the 
police  arrived.  After  the  police  left,  there 
were  several  other  incidents  in  the  same  area 
in  which  groups  and  lone  gay  men  from  the 
party  were  accosted  by  the  same  group  of 
neighborhood  men,  described  by  witnesses 
as  being  between  1 8  and  20  years  of  age.  One 
man’s  car  was  vandalized,  and  at  least  two 
groups  of  gay  men  were  chased. 

The  incident  is  being  investigated  by  the 
Community  Disorders  Unit  (CDU),  which 
handles  bias-related  crimes.  According  to 
Bill  Johnston  of  the  CDU,  investigators  do 
have  suspects  in  the  incident.  He  said  that 
the  police  department  has  committed  “the 
full  resources  of  this  unit  —  it’s  our  number  — 
one  priority  right  now.”  Police  have  inter¬ 
viewed  several  people  who  were  present  at 
the  incidents,  as  well  as  residents  of  Villa 
Victoria.  “I  hope  we  find  these  people,  and 
I  think  we  will,”  said  Johnston.  “But  at  the 
very  least,  I’m  sure  that  the  message  has  got¬ 
ten  out  there  to  the  people  who  were  in¬ 
volved  in  this  attack  that  the  police  are  in¬ 
vestigating  this  and  that  they  are  taking  it 
seriously.”  Johnston  says  that  if  his  unit 
finds  sufficient  evidence,  it  will  press  civil 
rights  charges. 

A  forum  about  the  attacks  was  sponsored 
by  the  Greater  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Alliance  (GBLGPA)  May  15. 
Speakers  and  participants  there  discussed 
various  strategies  to  respond  to  anti-gay 
violence  in  general,  and  this  incident  in  par¬ 
ticular.  Representatives  of  StreetSafe,  a 
Fenway  neighborhood  watch  and  patrol 
group,  proposed  establishing  a  patrol  in  the 
South  End. 

A  spokesperson  from  the  office  of  state 
Representative  Byron  Rushing  (D-South 
End)  said  that  Rushing  was  organizing  a 
dialogue  between  the  Black,  Latino,  Asian 
and  white  gay  communities  that  share  the 
South  End  neighborhood.  Rushing  told 
GCN  that  while  the  different  communities 
have  co-existed  peacefully,  for  the  most 
part,  they  also  tended  to  stay  separated. 

“We  don’t,  very  often,  do  things  together 
intentionally.  I  think  we  need  to  do 
something  together  intentionally,”  said 
Rushing.  “You  don’t  solve  something  like 
this  by  being  quiet  about  it  —  you  have  to 
discuss  it  publicly.  It  is  the  job  of  the  police 
to  get  some  convictions.  But  as  a  communi¬ 
ty,  it  is  our  job  to  make  it  clear  that  we  don’t 
tolerate  this  kind  of  stuff  —  that  it  cannot 


happen  again.” 

Joyce  Collier  of  the  Fenway  Victim 
Recovery  Program  also  spoke  at  the  event. 
She  told  GCN  that  she  “thought  the  forum 
was  very  good.”  Collier  said  that,  “it  just 
pointed  out  the  need  for  people  to  vent  their 
anger  and  fear.  One  of  the  things  that  keeps 
coming  up  for  people  is  that  there  is  a  lot  of 
anger  from  the  people  who  were  hurt  that 
other  people  didn’t  respond,  and  a  lot  of 
guilt  on  the  part  of  the  other  people  who 
were  there.” 

“The  thing  that  people  need  to  under¬ 
stand,”  said  Collier,  “is  that  people  do  not 
always  respond  to  things  the  way  they  would 
like  to.  People  came  in  out  of  the  clear  blue 
and  started  beating  on  people.  They 
threatened  people  with  knives  and  guns  — 
no  one  was  expecting  this.  But  I  think  a  lot 
of  gay  men  grow  up  feeling  less  macho  than 
other  men,  and  it  has  stirred  up  people’s 
feelings  about  their  masculinity.” 

After  the  forum,  Don  Gorton,  co-chair  of 
the  GBLGPA ,  told  GCN  that  he  would  press 
for  a  meeting  with  Police  Commissioner 
Francis  “Mickey”  Roache  to  ask  that  the 
police  department  prioritize  anti-gay 
violence.  He  said  that  he  and  others  had 
been  asking  for  such  a  meeting  since  April, 
but  felt  it  was  even  more  important  now. 
Gorton  said  he  anticipates  an  increase  in 
anti-gay  violence.  “The  summer’s  coming, 
and  we  are  looking  at  a  referendum  in  which 
gay-baiting  will  figure  prominently,”  he 
said.  Gorton  added  that  he  hoped  an  ag¬ 
gressive  investigation  and  prosecution  in 
this  case  would  deter  potential  gay-bashers. 

A  community  in  transition 

The  South  End  neighborhood  where  both 
the  dance  and  the  gay-bashing  incident  took 
place  is  home  to  many  Black,  Latino,  and  Asian 
people,  as  well  as  many  white  gay  men  and 
many  white  heterosexuals.  “It  is  one  of  the 
most  diverse  areas  in  the  city,”  said 
Johnston  of  the  CDU.  “And  while  it  would 
be  inaccurate  to  say  there  haven’t  been  anti¬ 
gay  attacks,  certainly  there  hasn’t  been 
anything  this  serious,”  he  said. 

“We  should  be  horrified  by  this,”  said 
Rushing,  who  is  Black,  “and  on  another 
level,  we  should  be  embarrassed,  because  we 
are  a  neighborhood  that  has  been  very 
welcoming  of  gay  men  and  lesbians.” 

The  South  End  is  also  an  area  that  has 
been  subject  to  rapid  gentrification  in  the 
past  several  years,  and  many  Black  and 
Latino  residents  have  been  displaced.  Orlan¬ 
do  Del  Valle,  a  Latino  gay  man,  says  that  it 
is  “yuppies”  who  have  gentrified  the  com¬ 
munity,  not  gay  men. 

“It’s  a  misperception  that  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  gentrified  the  South  End,”  said  Del 
Valle.  “People  need  to  understand  that  the 
gay  community  has  lived  in  the  South  End 
for  a  long  time.”  However,  he  also  said  that 
the  perception  that  the  South  End’s  gay 
community,  which  tends  to  be  more  affluent 
than  the  Black  and  Latino  communities,  has 
taken  something  away  from  other  residents 
persists,  and  the  communities  tend  to 
misunderstand  each  other.  Del  Valle  also 
.noted  that  the  Jorge  Hernandez  Cultural 
Center  was  named  for  a  gay  man  “who  gave 
a  lot  to  the  Latino  community,  but  never  felt 
that  he  could  be  open  about  being  gay.  This 
is  an  opportunity  for  dialogue  on  both 
sides.” 

The  Center  is  located  at  Villa  Victoria,  a 
Latino  community  which  was  built  in  order 
to  ensure  the  availability  of  affordable  hous¬ 
ing  in  the  South  End.  It  is  administered  by 
Inquilinos  Boricuas  en  Accion  (I BA),  a 
Latino  activist  and  service  group,  which  has 
issued  a  statement  deploring  the  gay¬ 
bashing  and  all  hate  crimes.  According  to 
manager  Alan  West,  the  Center  is  used 
primarily  for  Latino  cultural  events,  but  is 
regularly  rented  out  to  a  variety  of  groups  in 
order  to  maintain  financial  support.  West 
said  that  GRGRF  has  held  events  there 
about  every  six  weeks,  and  has  been  helpful 
in  finding  other  gay  groups  to  use  the 
Center. 

Many  of  the  gay  men  involved  in  the  gay¬ 
bashing  say  they  are  now  thinking  about  the 
relationship  between  the  white  gay  and 
Continued  on  page  12 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Opening: 
Coordinating  Editor 

Available  late  June/early  July.  Provide  overall 
coordination  and  administration  of  the  financial,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  and  public  relations  aspects  of  GCN. 
Develop  annual  budgets,  financial  strategies,  and 
fundraising  projects.  Edit  the  "Community  Voices” 
section  of  the  newspaper.  Assist  coordination  of 
Board  and  staff  committees,  as  well  as  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative,  financial 
and  editing  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with 
non-profit  administration  and  fundraising.  Strong 
interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 

Deadline  for  applications:  extended  to  June  I,  1990 


good.  I  can  imagine  Senator  Helms  holding 
up  the  official  stats  from  the  national  count 
and  questioning  why  a  small  interest  group 
(we  may  garner  a  percentage  point,  if  we’re 
lucky)  should  get  so  much  attention  and 
specific  legislation. 

As  a  community  we  failed  in  securing  a 
“Gay”  box  on  the  1990  census  form.  But 
there  is  still  something  we  can  do  about  it;  if 
you  are  living  with  a  roommate,  not 
necessarily  a  “lover,”  then  stretch  the  point 
and  mark  “U.P.”  on  the  form.  Sort  of  a 
“U.P.”  theirs. 

It  won’t  hurt  anyone.  It  will  help  all  of  us. 

And  let’s  start  the  wheels  moving  now  for 
getting  our  own  designation  on  the  next  cen¬ 
sus  in  the  year  2000. 

Sincerely, 

_  David  Reid 

West  Hollywood,  Calif. 


Classifieds/Word 
Processing  Coordinator 

Description:  Half-time  word  processing,  half-time 
classifieds.  Coordinate  word  processing  of  all  ar¬ 
ticles  for  paper.  Promote  and  develop  classified 
advertising,  manage  billing  and  accounts  for 
classified  ads  and  bookstore  distribution,  work  with 
promotions  staff  on  increasing  bookstore  sales. 

Qualifications:  Typing  60-plus  words  per  minute, 
strong  organizational  and  business  skills,  promo¬ 
tions  experience,  familiarity  with  computers 
(Microsoft  Word  software). 

Deadline  for  applications:  June  15,  1990 


GCN  positions:  All  GCN  positions  require  com¬ 
mitments  to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions.pay 
$2 1 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  Attn:  Natalie  Diffloth 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  "Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


FENS  ATTACK 
HOTLINE 
426-4184 


Anyone  with  information  about  the  recent  brutal 
attacks  in  the  Fenway  area  of  Boston  is  strongly  en¬ 
couraged  to  call  the  Fens  Attack  24-hour  hotline, 
426-4184.  All  calls  will  be  held  in  strictest  con¬ 
fidence. 


Counting  the  “UPpies” 

Dear  GCN: 

So  Uncle  Sam  will  try  and  count  us  this 
census,  albeit  through  the  closet  door.  Of¬ 
ficially,  1  guess  we  are  "UPpies,”  since  our 
numbers  will  be  counted  in  the  “same-sex 
Unmarried-Partners”  category.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  tally  will  be  embarrassingly 
low.  It  will  reflect  a  small  sampling  of  how- 
many  of  us  there  really  are. 

Face  it,  most  of  us  are  not  in  an  “Unmar¬ 
ried  Partner”  situation.  We  will  mark 
"single”  and  that  will  be  that. 

It  potentially  will  do  more  damage  than 


Dykes  crossing  over 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  woman,  23  years  old,  who  has  been 
socially  involved  with  the  gay,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  community  in  Greenwich  Village, 
New  York,  for  quite  some  time.  In  most 
cases  (but  certainly  not  all)  these  com¬ 
munities  have  been  quite  successful  in  pro¬ 
moting  visibility  for  themselves  in  such 
issues  as  AIDS,  and  people  of  color  —  issues 
which  CAN  affect  the  GENERAL  popula¬ 
tion  AT  LARGE.  In  spite  of  all  these  suc¬ 
cesses,  however,  I  hear  a  consistent  air  of 
grievances  from  people  within  the  com¬ 
munity  who  feel  as  though  they  are  being  ig¬ 
nored.... 

I,  unfortunately,  have  become  one  of 
those  people.  After  all  these  years  that  I’ve 
waited  for  others  to  “come  out,”  I’ve  decid¬ 
ed  that  the  only  way  possible  to  make  myself 
heard  is  for  me  to  SPEAK  FOR  MYSELF: 

I  am  a  WOMAN  —  who  has  been 
repeatedly  placed  in  the  category  of  “les¬ 
bians  who  want  to  be  men.”  The  fact  is,  I 
DO  NOT  want  TO  BE  a  man  —  I  am  con¬ 
tent  the  way  I  am.  However,  as  with  many 
other  people,  I  have  been  conditioned  NOT 
to  be  —  told  that  a  woman  has  “her”  place 
in  society,  in  the  home,  etc.,  and  that  a  man 
has  “his.”  There  are  extremely  negative  at¬ 
titudes  and  even  violent  hatred  attacks 
perpetrated  against  “women  trying  to  be 
men,”  (and  “men  trying  to  be  women”). 

I’ve  had  trouble  getting  along  in  the  les¬ 
bian  community  because  “What’s  the  point 
—  why  don’t  they  just  go  out  with  a  REAL 
man?”,  and  in  the  straight  community 
because  “Dykes  who  want  to  be  men? 
That’s  GROSS!!  No,  sorry  —  you’ve  GOT 
TO  BE  a  man!” 

I  believe  that  the  feelings  of  loneliness, 
isolation  and  the  too-often  devastating  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  EMOTIONAL  PAIN  in  some 
individuals  brought  upon  by  these  attitudes 
has  become  MUCH  TOO  EVIDENT —  and 
the  problem  is  that  TOO  OFTEN  no  one 
knows  WHY. 

THAT  is  why  I  am  writing  to  you  —  to 
kindly  bring  to  your  attention  a  problem 
with  REALLY  EXISTS  —  a  reality  problem 
(like  DRUGS),  which  I  believe  is  worthy  of 
bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  general 
public. 

With  your  permission,  1  will  gladly 
volunteer  the  story  of  my  life  (in  the  near 
future),  as  it  may  help  to  educate,  calm  and 
enlighten,  and  perhaps  put  a  few  minds  at 
ease. 

Yours  truly, 
D.  Solis 
Jersey  City,  N.J. 

Potatoes  and  the  right 
to  choose 

Dear  GCN: 

I  can  still  buy  Idaho  potatoes.  The  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Idaho  pocket  vetoed  the  law  limiting 
women’s  right  to  choose  to  three  “exempt” 
situations:  rape,  incest,  or  if  the  woman’s 
life  is  endangered. 

Thinking  about  this  the  other  day,  I 
realized  how  few  times  I’ve  heard  or  read 
about  the  resons  behind  these  exemptions. 
They  raise  some  important  questions. 

First,  the  exemptions  of  rape  and  incest 
are  political  in  nature.  Their  inclusion  in  the 
Idaho  legislation  makes  it  clear  that  there  is 
a  so-called  “pro-life”  constituency  that 
would  not  support  the  anti-choice  position 
without  the  exemptions.  It  makes  no 
political  sense  at  all  to  amend  legislation 
you’ve  sponsored  to  accommodate  those 
who  will  not  support  you  anyway.  You 
amend  your  legislation  to  accomodate  those 
who  will  support  you  because  the  amend¬ 
ment  addresses  their  concerns. 

Second,  1  believe  some  support  for  this 
amendment  comes  from  those  who  believe. 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten.  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editonals"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members.  * 
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Go  wild  with  PRIDE  this  summer. 
Subscribe  to  Gay  Community  News 
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$10!  Both  of  you  will  Covet  our 
timely,  provocative  coverage.  And 
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But  don 't  be  Slothful,  this  offer 
expires  July  15,  1990.. 
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at  least  deep  down,  that  sex  is  sinful,  dirty, 
or  wrong.  They  believe  that  “those  who  play 
should  pay.”  As  far  as  I  can  tell,  these  are 
the  people  who  make  it  so  difficutl  to  engage 
in  dialogue  because  they  are  fundamentally 
opposed  to  sex  itself  unless  it  is  for  procrea¬ 
tion.  They  are  opposed  to  birth  control,  sex 
education,  and  gays  in  general.  For  these 
people  the  issue  of  the  fetus  is  really  secon¬ 
dary  to  their  concern  about  sex.  They  sup¬ 
port  the  exemptions  in  the  cases  of  rape  or 
incest  because  in  each  case  they  view  the 
pregnant  woman  as  being  “innocent”  of  the 
sin  of  enjoying  or  consenting  to  sex  and 
therefore  believe  that  she  should  not  be 
“punished”  by  being  forced  to  have  a  baby. 

Third,  I  believe  there  is  another  group 
altogether,  people  who  are  concerned  with 
responsibility  and  who  genuinely  care  about 
women’s  rights.  They  say  that  they  are  op¬ 
posed  to  choice,  but  in  fact  they  are  moti¬ 
vated  to  allow  exemptions  for  rape,  incest, 
or  when  the  mother's  life  is  endangered 
because  they  feel  that  in  these  instances  the 
damage  done  to  the  woman  is  of  greater  im¬ 
portance  than  the  fetus.  For  these  people,  I 
believe  a  dialogue  might  prove  beneficial, 
because  they  are  pro-choice  at  some  level. 

For  these  people,  question's  about  specific 
circumstances  might  prove  very  useful. 
These  might  include  some  that  are  painful, 
because  it  is  in  the  most  painful  situations 
that  our  attempts  to  make  law  should 
withstand  ethical  scrutiny.  What  about  a 
person  who  discovers  after  conception  that 
one  member  of  the  couple  has  a  hereditary 
illness  that  will  be  passed  on  to  the  child  and 
limit  its  life  to  under  a  year  with  great  suffer¬ 
ing?  What  about  those  whose  birth  control 
failed  and  as  a  result,  given  other  factors, 
will  give  birth  to  a  child  without  arms,  legs, 
sight,  and  mental  functioning?  What  about 
those  who  are  12  years  old  and  who  did  not 
realize  what  sex  would  mean  when  they  had 
sex  with  another  child?  What  about  those 
who  are  raped,  but  by  their  husbands? 

I  think  these  discussions  might  prove 
useful  because  the  principle  of  choice  exists 
for  those  who  support  exemptions  because 
of  their  concern  for  the  mother  as  well  as  for 
those  who  call  themselves  pro-choice.  It  is 
the  degree  that  is  in  question.  Perhaps  when 
it  becomes  clear  how  many  circumstances 
are  fraught  with  horrors  to  health  and  safety 
of  mothers  and  children  similar  to  those 
confronting  victims  of  rape,  and  how 
unrealistic  it  would  be  to  think  of  every 
situation  and  catalogue  it  in  legislation 
ahead  of  time,  the  wisdom  of  assuring  a 
woman’s  right  to  make  her  own  decision 
would  become  clear. 

David  Scondras 

City  Councillor 
Boston,  Mass. 

Involuntary  ‘protection’: 

HELP! 


Dear  GCN: 

I  write  to  you  from  a  segregation  cell  of 
the  state  prison  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  seeking 
the  aid  of  gay  brothers  and  sisters.  Me  and 
roughly  30  other  gay  men  are  being  held  in 
involuntary  ‘protective’  segregation  in  con¬ 
ditions  that  would  shock  the  dignity  and 
conscience  of  the  average  person. 

Over  the  last  year  the  prison  authorities 
have  been  warned  about  discriminatory 
practices  based  on  prisoners’  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  To  get  around  that  ban,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  these  practices,  the  guards  have  begun 
to  say  they  have  information  from  unknown 
and  confidential  informants  which  they 
claim  links  homosexual  prisoners  (as  a 
group!?)  to  membership  in  the  Aryan 
Brotherhood.  The  absurdity  of  their  claims 
goes  unheeded.  To  true  ABs,  homosexuals 
are  regarded  as  subhuman.  It’s  like  saying 
we  are  supportive  of  skinheads  and  other 
hate  groups. 

In  my  case  the  guards  disliked  me  because 
I  never  got  any  disciplinary  writeups  and 
because  I  wrote,  often,  to  the  local 
newspapers  and  to  legislators  to  complain 
about  the  atrocious  conditions  here. 

We  are  held  in  tiny  rooms,  built  for  one 
person,  with  other,  often  hostile  straight, 
prisoners.  Bunk  beds,  a  toilet  and  a  sink  are 
the  ONLY  furnishings.  I  have  to  sleep  on 
the  floor  because  I’m  too  short  to  get  into 
my  top  bunk.  My  cell  partner  (a  biker) 
won’t  even  allow'  me  to  sit  on  the  edge  of  his 
bed  for  fear  of  catching  AIDS.  We  get  Zi 
hour  periods  out  of  the  room  each  week  to 
shower.  On  three  days  each  week  we  are 
placed  in  a  cage  for  one  hour  exercise.  The 
cage  is  so  small  I  can  only  take  5  steps  in  any 
direction,  and  is  in  the  visitors’  area  so  that 
we  are  displayed  as  oddities.  I  would  talk  to 
visitors,  but  ‘unauthorized  communication’ 
is  a  major  violation! 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Keeping  our  privacy 


By  Sandy  Nelson 

Though  the  government  is  now  in  the 
business  of  collecting  urine  samples  and 
peeking  through  bedroom  keyholes  to 
monitor  sex  and  drug  behavior,  counter¬ 
vailing  winds  are  also  blowing  vigorously. 
Those  who  value  privacy  can  breathe  a  little 
easier  because  of  a  recent  Washington  State 
Supreme  Court  decision  upholding  the  right 
of  organizations  to  keep  meeting  minutes 
and  other  internal  documents  confidential. 

In  what  is  known  as  the  Freeway  Hall 
Case,  the  court  on  February  22  unanimously 
overturned  a  lower  court’s  1987  ruling 
against  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  for  its 
unbending  refusal  to  disclose  minutes.  Nine 
justices  agreed  that  FSP  ex-member  Richard 
Snedigar  hadn’t  sufficiently  explained  why 
the  party  should  be  forced  to  divulge  con¬ 
stitutionally  protected  information. 
Snedigar  sued  the  party  and  nine  individuals 
for  the  return  of  a  donation  he  helped  make 
1 1  years  ago  to  secure  a  headquarters.  He 
then  demanded  privileged  information,  in¬ 
cluding  names  of  members  and  con¬ 
tributors,  knowing  that  his  former  com¬ 
rades  would  never  surrender  the  informa¬ 
tion. 

Because  the  party’s  First  Amendment 
claim  is  valid,  the  awarding  of  the  case  to 
Snedigar  by  default,  without  a  trial,  was  out 
of  line,  the  justices  held. 

Their  decision  has  enormous  implications 
not  only  for  the  socialist  feminist  FSP  but 
also  for  other  organizations  and  movements 
that  rely  on  privacy  to  survive. 

The  lesbian  and  gay  movement  wouldn’t 
exist  if  organizers  couldn’t  protect  the 
privacy  of  men  and  women  who  risk  their 
jobs,  homes  and  families  to  fight  for  basic 
civil  rights,  said  George  Bakan,  editor  of 
Seattle  Gay  News. 

“Even  today,  people  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  hesitate  to  put  their  names 
on  lists,”  Bakan  said.  “The  fear  of  having 
membership  lists  or  minutes  made  public  is 
real  within  the  labor  movement,  the  gay 
movement,  and  any  controversial  move¬ 


ment.” 

His  central  role  in  the  fight  against  incipi¬ 
ent  fascism  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  made 
Bakan  a  target  of  neo-Nazi  venom  last  sum¬ 
mer,  underscoring  the  point  that  activists 
risk  harassment  and  retaliation  and  there¬ 
fore  need  strong  constitutional  protections. 

Last  July,  Bakan  and  two  FSP  members 
who  are  case  defendants  were  identified  on  a 
hit  list  compiled  by  the  virulently  racist  and 
homophobic  Populist  Party.  Their  names 
and  addresses  were  circulated  to  175  far- 
right  groups  and  publications  across  the  na¬ 
tion  with  the  instruction  that  “Christian 
Patriots”  should  “legally  destroy”  the  trio. 
They  were  singled  out  because  of  their  work 
with  the  United  Front  Against  Fascism, 
which  thwarted  the  Populists’  plans  to  get 
on  the  King  County  ballot  by  picketing  their 
signature  drive  meeting. 

Gay  organizations  and  leaders  figure 
prominently  among  the  hundreds  of  case  en¬ 
dorsers.  Among  them  are  the  Gay  Legal 
Rights  Coalition  in  Victoria,  Australia; 
Kelompok  Kerja  Lesbian  and  Gay  Nusan- 
tara  in  Indonesia;  Howard  Wallace  of  the 
Lesbian/Gay  Labor  Alliance  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  California;  and  many  Seattle  groups, 
including  the  Stonewall  Committee  for  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Rights. 

Wallace,  in  fact,  was  involved  in  a  case 
cited  by  the  Washington  Supreme  Court 
because  of  its  similarity  to  the  Freeway  Hall 
Case.  In  that  conflict,  the  union-busting, 
anti-gay  brewer  Adolph  Coors  sued  Wallace 
and  Solidarity,  a  gay  and  lesbian  group  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  area,  for  persuading 
a  public  television  station  to  cancel  Coors’ 
sponsorship  of  a  fundraising  telethon 
because  of  the  company’s  contributions  to 
anti-union  campaigns.  When  the  brewer 
demanded  the  names  of  Solidarity 
members,  the  sources  of  the  group’s  finan¬ 
cial  support,  and  the  scope  of  its  activities, 
Solidarity  refused  to  divulge  the  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  grounds  it  would  stifle  freedom 
of  association. 


The  part  privacy  plays  in  guaranteeing  the 
right  to  associate  freely  was  first  recognized 
explicitly  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in 
lawsuits  where  southern  states  attempted  to 
force  the  NAACP  to  turn  over  rolls  of  its 
members  in  the  1950s. 

“We  have  the  right  to  be  members  of 
groups  working  for  gay  rights  without  hav¬ 
ing  our  affiliations  broadcast,”  says  Merle 
Woo,  an  Asian  American  lesbian  teacher. 
Woo’s  own  very  public  political  activities 
and  association  with  FSP  and  its  sister 
organization,  Radical  Women,  led  her 
employer,  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley,  to  fire  her  not  once  but  twice. 

“Privacy  remains  a  key  concern  for  not 
only  lesbians  and  gays,  but  for  people  of  col¬ 
or  and  radicals  as  well,”  concludes  Woo, 
who  is  running  for  governor  of  California 
on  the  Peace  and  Freedom  Party  ticket. 

Case  defendant  and  gay  activist  Doug 
Barnes  said,  “At  a  time  when  employers  and 
the  government  are  promoting  forced 
testing  for  drugs  and  AIDS,  the  new  court 
decision  is  a  breakthrough  victory  that  all 
organizers  can  use  in  the  fight  against 
privacy  infringements  and  harassment 
lawsuits  of  all  types.” 

But  the  case  is  not  over.  Snedigar  can  still 
try  to  prove  his  need  for  confidential  records 
is  more  important  than  the  FSP’s  First 
Amendment  rights.  To  make  a  donation, 
write  the  defense  committee  care  of  New 
Freeway  Hall,  5018  Rainier  Avenue  South, 
Seattle,  WA  98118  or  call  (206)  722-2453. 

Sandy  Nelson  is  a  journalist  and  activist  in 
Pacific  Northwest  Newspaper  Guild  Local 
82.  She  is  a  leading  member  of  the  campaign 
to  reinstate  a  Tacoma,  Washington,  taw  that 
would  prohibit  housing  and  employment 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orien¬ 
tation. 


We  have  been  told  we  may  have  to  take  m- 
voluntary  ‘medication’  for  our 
‘psychological’  problems.  We  are  forbidden 
library  books,  and  allowed  to  use  the  law 
library  only  after  midnight  and  before  6am, 
wearing  chains  and  handcuffs  that  prohibit 
our  reaching  for  books  or  typing. 

The  ACLU  has  a  suit  against  the  depart¬ 
ment  for  ‘deliberate  indifference’  to  serious 
medical  problems,  but  until  a  judge  rules  we 
must  talk  to  a  nurse  through  8  inch  slots  in 
the  door.  Medical  needs  are  virtually  ig¬ 
nored. 

We  gay  men  are  the  brunt  for  the  anger 
and  frustration  of  the  straight  men  who  are 
held  with  us.  My  appeal  to  those  outside  is 
that  you  write  to  the  Governor  on  behalf  of 
myself  and  the  other  gay  men  who  are  being 
held  in  these  conditions  of  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment.  Mention  in  your  letters  my 
name  and  refer  to  the  civil  rights  complaint 
pending  (Pima  Co.  No.  267482)  that  I  have 
filed,  and  ask  the  Governor  to  intervene  to 
correct  our  situation.  (Governor  Rose  Mof- 
ferd,  State  Capitol  Bldg,  Phoenix  AZ 
85007) 

Copies  to  the  warden  may  also  help.  She 
is:  Dorothy  Vigil,  Rincon  Unit,  State 
Prison,  10,000  S.  Wilmot,  Tucson  AZ 
85777. 

Letters  by  the  score  could  change  the 
subhuman  existence  we  are  subject  to  here 
merely  by  telling  the  officials  here  that  there 
are  people  outside  who  care.  Thank  you  for 
a  few  minutes  of  your  time  and  for  caring. 

Adrian  LeChance 
30208  Rincon  Detention  Unit 
10,000  S.  Wilmot 
Tucson,  AZ  85777 

Gays  serve  more  time 

Dear  GCN: 

I  want  to  start  of  by  saying  thank  you  for 
your  paper.  I‘m  a  young  gay  and  it’s  hard  in 
here,  and  although  I  have  now  been  given 
parole  officially,  I  can’t  leave  because  1  have 
no  place  to  go  in  my  native  California  and 
Kansas  halfway  houses  won’t  accept  gays! 

Can  one  of  GCN’s  readers  help  me  with 
this  problem.  I  just  need  some  outside 
friends  who  will  offer  help  finding  me  a 
place  to  work  and  to  live.  Please  write  me 
with  any  information  you  can  give. 

Thank  you, 
Jason  Akers,  47467 
PO  Box  107 
Ellsworth,  KS  67439 


|  Desktop  Publishing  — 
It's  coming  our  way! 


With  your  support,  GCN  will 
soon  be  producing  the  paper  on  a 
desktop  publishing  system!  This 
will  mean  big  .  changes  for  us,  and 
changes  for  what  you'll  be  seeing  in 
the  paper  too. 

Please  consider  making  a 
contribution.  You'll  see  the  results! 


k  What  is  desktop  publishing? 

With  desktop  publishing,  all 
I  design  and  layout  are  done  directly 
^  on  a  computer  screen.  Publications 
S  widely  prefer  desktop  for  its  speed, 
|  versatility  and  cost-effectiveness. 


gw 
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news 


What  will  desktop  publishing 
provide  GCN? 

>-  broad  versatility  in  design 
>-  wide-scale  cost  savings 
>-  greater  productivity  and 
efficiency  in  production 
>-  a  tool  for  improving  the  breadth 
and  timeliness  of  our  coverage 
>-  a  springboard  for  expansion 

Why  now? 

Desktop  publishing  will  give 
GCN  the  edge  not  only  to  produce  a 
better  looking  paper,  but  to  broaden 
the  use  of  our  existing  resources  — 
bringing  our  readers  both  late- 
breaking  news  and  wide  coverage  of 
national  and  international  issues  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 


□ 


State 


Zip 


Gay  Community  Neuts  is  published  by  the 
non-profit,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation. 


I  would  like  to  charge  my  donation 

to  my  VISA  or  Mastercard  account 

VISA  □  Mastercard 


.Expiration  date: 
.^Signature: _ 


Yes  ! 

I  want  to  support  GCN's 
desktop  publishing 
project. 

I  would  like  to  make  a  tax -deductible 
contribution  of: 

□  $600  □  $250  □  $100  □  $75 

□  $50  □  $35  □  $26  □  $15 

□  Other  $ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  GCN  or  to  the  Bromfield 
Street  Eda«atioaal  Foundation* 


Please  return  to 

Gay  Community  News 
Desktop  Publishing  Campaign  1990 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 
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Anti-gay  group  building 
strong  base  in  Calif. 

As  one  response  to  the  rise  of  Lou  Sheldon  and  the 
Traditional  Values  Coalition,  real  homos  crash  a 
conservative  conference  on  the  ‘ homosexual  agenda  ’  and 
send  attendees  scattering 


If  two  adults  can’t  resist  their  erotic  sexual 
appetites  enough  to  know  that  one  of  them 
is  going  to  end  up  killing  the  other  one  with 
anal  intercourse,  then  actually  they  ought  to 
pay  the  penalty  of  death. 

I  believe  homosexuals  have  a  longing  for 
death  because  they  eat  feces  in  which  there 
is,  of  course,  no  nourishment. 

Women  who  have  regular  sex  with  men  in  a 
marital  relationship,  a  long-term  married 
relationship,  these  women  have  three  fac¬ 
tors:  regular  menstrual  cycles,  28-day 
menstrual  cycles;  high  fertility,  very  high 
fertility;  and  menopause  drastically  reduc¬ 
ed.  What  caused  those  things?  A  man  ex¬ 
cretes  a  perfume  during  sexual  intercourse 
that  penetrates  the  pores  of  the  female  and 
gives  her  anatomy  a  chemistry  that  she 
doesn’t  have.  We  talked  about  nature, 
nature  calls  for  the  male  to  relate  to  females. 

—  The  Rev.  Louis  Sheldon 

This  is  the  stuff  that  Sheldon ’s  people  talk 
about,  not  in  secret  church  basement  meet¬ 
ings,  but  in  expensive  hotels  and  public 
meeting  halls. 

—  John  Holland,  ACT  UP /San  Francisco 


NEWS  ANALYSIS 
NEWS  ANALYSIS 
NEWS  ANALYSIS 


By  Steve  Hanson  and  Randi  Gerson 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  There  were  a  few 
moments  while  the  protesters  were  stuck  in 
an  elevator  between  floors  in  the  glitzy 
Sacramento  Hyatt  Hotel,  when  they  doubt¬ 
ed  they  could  still  pull  off  the  action  they 
had  come  for:  to  disrupt  a  conference  of 
Rev.  Lou  Sheldon’s  California-based  Tradi¬ 
tional  Values  Coalition  (TVC). 

The  conference  was  called  to  discuss, 
among  other  things,  “the  homosexual  agen¬ 
da.”  The  protesters’  plan  was  to  get  inside 
Sheldon’s  meeting  to  deliver  their  homosex¬ 
ual  agenda  to  the  conference-goers.  “True, 
we  weren’t  invited,”  said  Peg  Teising  of 
ACT  UP/San  Francisco.  “But  we  thought  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  TVC  to  have  an 
informed  discussion  of  the  homosexual 
agenda  without  any  homos,”  she  said,  ad¬ 
ding,  “Real  ones  that  is  —  they  claim  to 
have  ex-homosexuals  among  their 
members.” 

ACT  UP/S.F.’s  battle  with  the  TVC 
started  nearly  a  year  ago  over  an  ordinance 
prohibiting  discrimination  based  on  HIV 
status  in  Concord,  Calif.  The  Concord  or¬ 
dinance  had  been  passed  unanimously  by 
the  city  council,  but  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Mashore 
and  his  Concord  Christian  Center,  a 
member  of  the  TVC,  initiated  a  repeal  pro¬ 
cess  and  set  out  to  establish  Concord  as  a 
"gay-free,  AIDS-free  zone.” 

Mashore  collected  enough  petition  signa¬ 
tures  (primarily  in  church)  to  force  the  Con¬ 


cord  City  Council  either  to  repeal  the  or¬ 
dinance  outright  or  send  the  issue  to  the 
voters.  ACT  UP  pressured  the  council  to 
call  a  for  a  public  referendum,  rather  than 
repeal  it  themselves.  Prior  to  the  council’s 
vote  about  the  referendum,  ACT  UP  staged 
a  kiss-in  at  Mashore’s  church  and,  on  the 
night  of  the  vote,  the  AIDS  activist  group 
packed  the  council  chambers.  Victory  was 
declared  when  the  council  decided  to  refer 
the  ordinance  to  the  voters. 

When  the  anxiously  awaited  election 
results  were  in,  activists  learned  that  not  on¬ 
ly  had  the  city’s  ordinance  been  repealed, 
but  Mashore  had  won  a  seat  on  the  City 
Council.  “That  small  victory  turned  sour 
with  the  election  that  assured  Concord  the 
status  of  an  unsafe  place  for  people  with 
HIV,”  said  ACT  UP’s  Shawn  Bunger. 

ACT  UP  went  back  to  the  suburbs  for  a 
noisy  demonstration  on  the  night  of 
Mashore’s  swearing  in.  Though  denied  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  public  meeting,  the  group’s 
presence  outside  the  chamber  could  not  go 
unnoticed.  With  chants  of  “seig  heil”  and 
“Hitler  was  elected,  too,”  the  demonstra¬ 
tors  watched  through  the  council  chamber 
windows  as  Mashore  took  his  oath.  “The 
TVC  wants  to  put  people  with  AIDS  into 
what  they’re  calling  cities  of  refuge,”  said 
Bob  Smith  of  ACT  UP.  “In  Nazi  Germany 
they  were  called  concentration  camps.  In 
California  they  were  called  internment 
camps.  It  is  exactly  the  same  thing,”  he  said. 

Though  Mashore  and  the  TVC  had  form¬ 
alized  their  presence  in  the  county,  ACT  UP 
continued  to  fight  their  racist,  sexist,  and 
homophobic  agenda.  In  response  to  the 
Concord  election  results,  for  example,  a 
local  ACT  UP  chapter  formed  there.  And  in 
February  of  this  year,  a  coalition  of  pro¬ 
gressive  groups  organized  a  rally  at  a  TVC 
meeting  in  Walnut  Creek,  which,  like  Con¬ 
cord,  is  located  in  Contra  Costa  County. 
(Members  of  the  coalition  included  the  Bay 
Area  Coalition  Against  Operation  Rescue 
(BACOAR);  the  John  Brown  Anti-Klan 
Committee;  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Action  Committee  (GALPAC);  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD);  and  three  local  ACT  UP 
chapters  —  Contra  Costa,  East  Bay,  and 
San  Francisco.) 

A  spirited  group  of  300  people  marched 
down  the  streets  to  the  TVC  meeting  at 
Walnut  Creek’s  City  Hall.  Some  of  them 
had  planned  to  enter  that  meeting  to  deliver 
a  brief  presentation  about  fascist  movements 
and  their  relationship  to  the  TVC.  But  the 
activists’  plans  changed  abruptly  when  they 
learned  that  the  TVC  had  moved  their 
meeting  that  night  in  response  to  the 
demonstration. 

The  coalition  celebrated  with  a  spirited 
victory  rally  outside  the  building.  Author 
Sara  Diamond  chastised  the  politics  of  the 
religious  right  wing,  and  Thortie  Ashley  of 
the  National  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Colored  People  also  addressed  the 
crowd.  “The  TVC  is  part  of  a  much  larger 

Continued  on  page  1 5 
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LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE.  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING.  STATE  CONTRACTING. 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Announcement 

The  Leather  Institute  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Conference 
which  will  be  held  on  July  18th,  1990  10am  -  4:45pm,  in  Washington,  DC 
seeks  speakers  and  people  interested  in  helping  out.  Topics  for  workshops 

include: 

•  legal  issues  •  media  censorship  •  medical  issues  •  therapy  and  SM 

•  “coming  out”  as  a  leatherperson  in  the  professional  arena 

•  “advanced”  issues  for  tops  and  bottoms  in  play  and  relationships 

Interested  persons  contact: 

Beth  Brown,  MD 
c/o  Pat  Califia 
POB  14154 
SF,  Ca.  94114 


S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 
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book  supplement 


A  bunch  of  lesbians 
sitting  around 
writing 

It  was  no  more  business  as  usual  as  a  troop  of  women 
from  ACT  UP/New  York  descended  on  one  dyke’s 
apartment  to  write  Women,  AIDS  and  Activism 


By  Monica  B.  Pearl 

Out  of  our  hands  and  to  the 
publisher.  The  manuscript  went 
out  last  night.  We  wrote  a  book. 
What  used  to  be  the  ACT  UP/New  York’s 
Women  and  AIDS  Handbook  is  now  a  book 
that’s  going  to  be  published  by  South  End 
Press  called  Women,  AIDS,  and  Activism 
(inspired  by  Angela  Davis’  Women,  Race 
and  Class).  And  while  I’m  proud  of  and  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  simple  and  bewildering  fact 
that  this  group  of  women  has  succeeded  in 
writing  a  whole  book  together,  this  is  the 
first  time  in  more  than  two  weeks  that  I’ve 
had  my  apartment  to  myself. 

No  one  ever  told  me  that  writing  a  book... 
or  that  being  an  activist... would  not  only 
deprive  me  of  my,  um,  personal  space,  but 
provide  me  with  a  steady  flow  of  room¬ 
mates,  a  constantly  full  refrigerator,  net¬ 
works  of  computer  cables  running  every 
which  way  throughout  my  apartment,  and 
all  the  grapefruit  juice  I  could  drink. 

Cynthia,  my  coeditor,  and  I  accomodated 
each  other  and  the  rest  of  the  group  by  easily 
exchanging  emotions  and  temperaments, 
depending  on  which  of  us  felt  most  com¬ 
pelled  at  the  moment  to  feel  anxious.  And 
sometimes  she  would  express  her  concern 
about  something  that  hadn’t  really  bothered 
me,  would  then  let  go  of  it,  and  then 
sometime  later  I  would  blow  up  about  it.  By 
the  end  we  were  having  the  same  dreams. 

Zoe  wouldn’t  let  go  of  her  piece  until 
every  question  ever  asked  of  a  lesbian  by  a 
social,  physical,  or  earth  scientist  was  fully 
described,  analyzed,  and  documented.  She 
wanted,  she  announced  (indulging  us  for  a 
moment  by  looking  up  from  the  computer 
screen)  every  bit  of  information  to  be 
“irrefuckingfutable.”  When  she  left  the 
apartment  we  would  plot  ways  to  keep  her 
off  the  computer,  lest  she  decide  to  thrash 
out  the  implications  of  toothpaste  brand 
choice  among  lesbians  in  the  Midwest  who 
have  considered,  once  or  twice,  the 
possibility  of  having  safer  sex. 

The  worst  that  would  happen,  the  thing 
that  would  create  a  temporary  impasse  in 
our  work,  was  never  antagonism  or  deep 
political  disagreement,  but  fatigue  and  its 
subsequent  silliness.  It  drove  Cynthia 
crazy... because  there  we  would  be,  six  days 
past  the  publisher’s  deadline  and  counting, 
discussing  the  possibility  of  changing  the 
name  of  the  group  to  the  ACT  UP/New 
York  Women  and  AIDS  Handbook  Cunts... 
but  we  realized  it  might  hurt  our  chances  of 


being  on  Donahue.  Could  you  imagine  us 
getting  up  there  in  front  of  the'  studio-  and 
home-viewing  audiences  and  saying...  Well, 
this  all  embarrassed  me  horribly,  but  not  so 
much  as  the  idea  that  the  only  reason  we 
couldn’t  call  ourselves  a  collective  was  not 
because  it  was  too  ’70s  crunchy  but  because, 
as  someone  revealed  (probably  Kim  —  our 
expert  on  ’70s  lefty  lingo),  a  true  lesbian  col¬ 
lective  is  comprised  exclusively  of  women 
who  have  all  slept  with  each  other.  Or  when 
Rachel  told  us  that  according  to  Jewish 
religion  it’s  a  mitzvah  to  give  someone  an 
orgasm. 

Or  Zoe  would  suddenly  stop  work  and  get 
gushier  than  I  thought  a  lesbian  was  allowed 
to  be  in  New  York  City:  “I  love  this  book... I 
think  you  guys  are  so  great... this  is  the  best 
thing  that’s  ever  happened  to  me....”  And 
then  just  as  suddenly  she’d  be  buried  back  in 
the  computer,  citing,  just  to  be  thorough,  an 
additional  study.  (Incidentally,  Kim  was  no 
stranger  to  the  footnote  either... she  would 
make  a  point,  cite  it,  give  an  example,  cite 
that,  quote  someone  making  the  same  point, 
and  then  cite  that.  She  even  at  one  point  — 
no  kidding  —  included  an  endnote  to  a  foot¬ 
note.  But  she’s  an  economics  professor  and 
we  figured  she  knew  all  the  ins  and  outs  of 
proper  documentation  and  that  we  would 
probably  all  be  accused  of  just  making 
things  up.) 

Risa  just  wouldn’t  accept  that  my  stove 
was  not  only  not  working  but,  thanks  to 
Con  Ed,  in  pieces  in  my  kitchen  because  she 
wanted  —  more  than  anything  else  —  to 
cook  for  all  of  us.  So  she  would  instead 
jump  up  periodically,  run  to  a  market,  and 
replenish  supplies.  But,  alas,  it  was  never 
what  she  really  wanted. 

Alexis  wanted  everything  in  the  glossary. 
Fiddling  with  a  definition  for  “lesbian”  I 
said,  being  difficult,  that  I  wouldn’t  agree 
with  anything.  She  started  out  with  “women 
who  love  women,”  and  I  said  no  way.  She 
tried  “women  who  have  sex  with  women”... 
uh-uh.  “Women  who  call  themselves  les¬ 
bians”  and  I  was  beginning  to  bend,  but  by 
then  we  were  begging  the  question. 

Brigitte,  who,  when  she’s  not  being  an  ac¬ 
tivist  is  a  chef,  walked  out  of  my  apartment 
after  being  shown  the  damning  evidence  of 
the  inside  of  my  refrigerator  and  said,  with 
more  than  a  hint  of  disgust,  “She  doesn’t 
even  have  any  condiments.”  People  learned 

Continued  on  page  10 


Murdered  by  the 
books 

Formulaic  writing  doesn’t  lift  the  genre  of  lesbian- 
feminist  detective  fiction  to  greater  heights 


Murder  by  the  Book 

Pat  Welch 

Naiad  Press,  Inc.,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 
$8.95  paper,  241  pp 


1990 


Reviewed  by  Kelly  Gaines 

Any  dyke  who  likes  to  read  will  tell 
you  that  there  is  a  preponderance  of 
bad  lesbian  fiction  out  there.  I’m  not 
talking  about  the  Gertrude  Steins  or 
Virginia  Woolfs  —  whose  writing  may  or 
may  not  be  lesbian-influenced  or  -focused 
depending  on  your  historical  take  —  but 
rather  the  writers  (who  with  the  relatively 
recently  established  small  feminist  presses 
and  indeed  the  entire  contemporary 
women’s  movement)  have  taken  it  upon 
themselves  to  write  FOR  lesbians  ABOUT 
lesbians  because  they  themselves  ARE  les¬ 
bians.  Although  not  all  lesbian  writing  is 
feminist  influenced,  a  great  deal  of  it  is  and 
until  really  recently  most  was.  I  think  that 
lesbian  writers  and  lesbian-feminist  writers 
have  gotten  theory  down  pretty  well,  but 
we’re  a  little  weak  on  the  fiction  skills. 

Why  is  there  so  much  bad  lesbian  writing? 
Because  of  lack  of  societal  and  cultural  sup¬ 
port  and  respect  for  women  and  especially 
lesbians  as  “writers?”  Because  of  the 
historical  devaluation  of  women’s  ex¬ 
periences?  Because  of  fear  of  feminist 
retribution  from  other  dykes  for  an  ill- 
chosen  word  or  insensitive  comment  by  the 
writer  —  who  as  a  lesbian  should  have  a 
political  consciousness?  Or  is  it  simply 
because  of  the  relative  novelty  of  the  field? 
Probably  a  little  of  all  these.  The  latter  ex¬ 
planation  is  one,  I  think,  that  we  should 
take  seriously.  Most  writing  in  general  is  bad 
—  there’s  just  a  whole  lot  of  it  —  and  out  of 
all  those  bad  things  a  few  good  chunks  ap¬ 
pear.  If  there  were  as  many  lesbian  writers 
who  had  been  writing  as  long  as  other  kinds 
of  writers  (read:  straight  white  men),  then 
there  would  be  just  as  many  lesbian  classics 
as  there  are  college-type  “classics”  now. 
Still,  it’s  tough  being  a  dyke  searching  for 
good  writing. 

One  of  the  current  trends  in  both  feminist 
and  lesbian  fiction  is  detective  stories. 
Although  I  wouldn’t  claim  to  be  a  con- 
noiseur,  I’ve  done  my  share  of  jumping  on 
the  mystery  bandwagon.  In  some  ways,  it  is 
the  perfect  venue  for  dykes  —  lots  of  the 
heroines  are  stereotypical  hardboiled, 
tough,  blood  and  guts  private  dicks  who 
don’t  need  a  dick  and  don’t  want  a  dick  (but 
who  are  often  accused  of  just  that).  No 
wonder  we’re  attracted  to  this  welcome 
theme. 

Pat  Welch’s  Murder  by  the  Book  is  one  of 
the  latest  forays  in  this  blossoming  genre. 
Ex-police  officer  turned  private  eye  Helen 
Black  ventures  out  on  her  first  case  in  solo 
practice.  It’s  a  tricky  murder  mystery  set  in  a 
bank  with  plenty  of  suspects,  plenty  of 
motives,  and  plenty  of  dirt.  In  fact,  there’s 
plenty  of  everything,  which  all  leads  up  to  a 
complicated  plot  with  an  ultimately  unsatis¬ 
fying  resolution. 

One  thing  I  really  did  like  about  Welch’s 
book  was  its  relaxed  tone.  Although  Helen 
definitely  has  a  feminist  consciousness, 
Welch  isn’t  afraid  to  take  chances  by  giving 


A  Helen  Black  Mystery  by 

Pat  Welch 


her  heroine  a  personality.  Welch  isn’t  roped 
into  painful  self-conscious  political  Correct¬ 
ness  which  so  often  immobilizes  feminist 
writers.  For  instance,  Welch  isn’t  afraid  to 
let  Helen  judge  other  characters,  sometimes 
mistakenly,  by  their  looks;  Helen  even 
develops  an  almost  entirely  physical  attrac¬ 
tion  to  one  of  the  suspects. 

Welch  also  gives  Helen  a  bit  of  a  personal 
life.  Her  lover,  Frieda  is  in  fact  one  of  the 
more  interesting  characters.  I  wish  there  had 
been  more  about  her,  though,  because  un¬ 
fortunately  she  mainly  serves  as  the  respon¬ 
sible,  stable  foil  to  the  impulsive,  com¬ 
pulsive  and  somewhat  immature  Helen.  It’s 
a  typical  (not  necessarily  lesbian)  relation¬ 
ship:  Helen’s  afraid  of  trusting  people  and 
Frieda  is  worried  about  her  lover’s  profes¬ 
sion.  After  an  argument,  Helen  asks  Frieda 
why  they  always  rehash  the  same  issues:  “I 
can  tell  you  why.  We’re  scared  to  death  of 
each  other,  Helen.  I’m  terrified  I’ll  lose  you 
to  some  thug  and  you’re  afraid  you  might 
actually  need  me  in  your  life.”  Although 
this  synopsis  comes  after  two  pages  of  argu¬ 
ing  in  which  Frieda  and  Helen  basically  say 
those  things  to  each  other  —  in  almost  as 
many  words  —  two  more  paragraphs  ex¬ 
plaining  that  passage  follow. 

Welch  spends  far  too  much  time  explain¬ 
ing  things  to  us.  Not  just  characters’  emo¬ 
tions,  but  even  their  actions.  The  writing  is 
somewhat  trite  and  stilted  by  heavy-handed 
foreshadow.  Although  this  is  an  exagerra- 
tion,  the  feel  of  the  book  is  like,  “Helen  was 
upset.  Frieda  said,  ‘Helen,  you  look 
upset.’  ”  It’s  as  if  Welch  doesn’t  trust  her 
readers  to  be  able  to  think  of  anything  on 
their  own,  like  we  have  to  have  our  hands 
held  throughout  the  story  because  we  can’t 
figure  out  a  plot  development  unless  it’s 
drilled  into  our  head  (usually  through  men¬ 
tioning  it  first  in  the  narrative  text  and  then 
having  some  character  provide  further  ex¬ 
planation  through  dialogue). 

Ultimately,  a  good  mystery  requires  a 
good  plot.  Murder  by  the  Book’s  plot  is 
simultaneously  needlessly  confusing  and 
decreasingly  interesting.  The  suspense 
doesn’t  build  to  a  climax;  it  sort  of  stumbles 
towards  a  “surprise”  ending.  It’s  one  of 
those  mysteries  where  any  one  of  a  number 
of  people  could  be  the  killer,  the  detective 
has  information  that  the  reader  doesn’t 
have,  and  it’s  impossible  to  figure  out  the 
ending.  It’s  not  any  fun  when  you  as  the 
reader  can’t  work  along  and  test  your  brain 
power  and  logic  with  your  favorite  P.I. 

Unlike  my  present  favorite  feminist 
mystery  writers  Sue  Grafton  and  especially 
Sara  Paretsky  (yes,  I  realize  Kinsey  Millhone 
and  V.I.  Warshawski  are  straight),  Welch 
chooses  to  write  in  the  third  person.  This 
stylistic  choice  doesn’t  allow  for  the  kind  of 
connection  I  feel  for  Paretsky’s  tough  as 
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Life  goes  on 


Paul  Monette’s  new  novel  looks  at  the  lives  of  three 
“AIDS  widowers” 


Afterlife 

Paul  Monet te 
Crown,  New  York,  1 990 
S/9.95  cloth,  278  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

If  I  read  a  novel  supposedly  set  in  the  gay 
world  of  the  1980s  and  beyond  and  there 
is  no  or  only  little  mention  of  AIDS,  I 
hurl  the  book  across  the  room;  Paul 
Monette’s  Afterlife  never  left  my  hand.  Be¬ 
ing  HIV-positive,  I  tend  to  be  obsessed  with 
this  virus  and  how  it  has  changed  (and 
prematurely  terminated)  so  many  lives,  and 
Paul  Monette’s  obsession  matches  mine. 
Like  some  of  his  characters,  we  have  found 
each  other:  reader  and  writer. 


,  ■  ■  III  ’*■■■■■' 


PAUL  MONETTE 


Steven  flashed  to  the  time  before  the 
nightmare,  when  he’d  expended  con¬ 
siderable  energy  avoiding  the  likes  of 
Mark  at  parties.  What  was  Mark  doing  up 
here?  Had  his  car  broken  down  in  the 
street? 

“Mark,  how  are  you?”  Steven  reached 
to  grip  Mark  Inman’s  hand,  then  stopped 
because  of  the  halfwit  bandage  on  his 
thumb.  Instead  they  locked  eyes.  Steven 
thought:  Why  is  he  in  so  much  pain?  He 
hasn’t  lost  anyone. 

At  times  1  felt  a  bit  put  off,  but  only  in  the 
first  few  chapters,  by  the  financial  comfort 
of  his  characters.  They  are  three  AIDS 
widowers,  whose  lovers  died  within  a  four- 
day  period  at  the  same  hospital,  and  the 
three  surviving  men  had  come  to  know  each 
other  fairly  well  during  their  lovers’  final 
hospitalizations.  It  is  rather  like  my  HIV 
support  group  —  1  doubt  if  any  of  us  would 
have  found  each  other  under  other  cir¬ 
cumstances,  but  we  are  there  every  Wednes¬ 
day  at  noon  and  we  are  all  very  grateful  for 
this  very  specific  company. 

In  Afterlife  the  three  men  are  Steven 
Shaw,  who  runs  a  travel  agency  (he  is  so 
depressed  by  the  death  of  his  lover  Victor 
that  he  has  not  gone  in  to  work  for  six 
months;  but  his  employee  Margaret 
Kirkham  is  so  efficient  that  she  runs  the 
staff  and  the  business  without  him,  and  is 
also  his  major  support  system  in  private 
life);  Sonny  Cevathas,  who  thinks  that  his 
glorious  body  and  constant  gym-going  may 
save  him;  and  Dell  Espinoza,  who  came  to 
America  from  Mexico  as  a  teenager  with  no 
money  and  built  himself  a  gardening  firm, 
which  is  doing  well.  Losing  Marcus,  his  pro¬ 
fessor  lover,  turns  him  terrorist;  he  becomes 
dangerously  obsessed  with  Mother 
Evangeline,  a  popular  TV  evangelist  who 
says  things  like  “These  homosexuals  eat 
each  other’s  feces.  Do  you  think  people  like 
that  deserve  a  miracle?” 

Steven’s  travel  agency  begins  to  fail  in  his 
seventh  month  of  absence.  Even  Margaret 
has  her  limits,  and  when  Ray  Lee,  the 
Korean  employee  at  the  agency,  is  diag¬ 
nosed,  she  has  reached  hers.  She  w  as  very  in¬ 
strumental  in  what  Stephen  L  evine  would 
call  “the  healing  into  life  and  death”  for 
Steven’s  lover  Victor  —  and  Steven’s 
positive  status  is  always  on  the  back  burner 
of  Margaret’s  thoughts  —  but  now  silly  little 
Ray  Lee  has  such  an  unsilly  disease,  and 
Margaret  is  the  one  who  will  take  final  care. 

Which  brings  me  to  what  1  enjoyed  most 
in  this,  the  first  prose  I’ve  read  by  Paul 
Monette:  he  likes  w  omen.  Dell  receives  con¬ 
stant  support  from  his  sister,  Linda,  whom 
he  brought  to  America  when  she  was  in  her 


early  teens,  and  who  has  always  been  there 
for  him,  and  for  Marcus,  his  lover.  She  mar¬ 
ries  Marcus  during  his  illness  so  that  his  pro¬ 
fessor  earnings  will  not  go  to  hateful 
heterosexual  relatives.  Toward  the  end  of 
the  book  there  is  a  humprous  but  very 
touching  meeting  between  Sonny  and  Lou 
Ciotta’s  abused  wife  Angela,  a  relationship 
the  worth  of  which  hinges  on  how  you  feel 
about  channeling  and  the  zodiac.  One  critic 
has  already  pointed  out  that  the  most 
romantic  couple  in  this  book  is  Margaret 
and  Ray  Lee,  sitting  in  front  of  his  VCR 
watching  endless  film  noir  during  his  illness. 

The  male  coupling  in  Afterlife  is  far  less 
cozy  than  that.  These  are  men  who  had 
everything  they  wanted,  and  a  large  part  of 
that  was  being  half  of  a  viable  couple.  Now 


Not  Beaver  Cleaver 

Bruce  Benderson’s  collection,  Pretending  to  Say  No, 
bares  the  grimy  underside  of  the  unsullied  gay 
adolescent  archetype 


Paul  Monette 

they  are  single  again,  in  a  world  where 
dating  is  not  attractive,,  and  conversation 
openers  are  invariably,  “I’m 
HIV-positive.” 

“I’m  positive,”  Mark  declared  with 
ashen  calm.  “I’ve  known  for  a  long  time, 
but  it’s  like  I  didn’t  believe  it.  Not  till  I  was 
driving  back  from  the  desert  the  other 
morning.  You  know  what  I  mean?  Here  I 
am  —  I’m  going  to  die. 

Steven  nodded,  unable  somehow  to  lie 
in  the  face  of  so  much  naked  truth.  “Me 
too”,  he  replied  flatly. 

Then  Margaret  billowed  into  the  room, 
beaming  with  proprietary  feeling.  “Where 
the  hell  are  the  coffee  filters?”  When  they 
looked  at  her  blankly,  too  many  fences 
down,  she  glanced  from  one  to  the  other, 
her  radar  on  red  alert.  Before  Steven  could 
think  which  cupboard,  she  said,  “I’ll  find 
them,”  and  backed  out. 

Not  to  imply  that  the  pandemic  has 
banished  sex  from  the  lives  of  these 
characters. 

It  looked  as  if  one  was  trying  to  save  the 
other  from  drowning,  but  it  wasn’t  clear 
who  was  the  lifeguard. 

Somebody  had  to  say  something,  give  it 
some  kind  of  direction.  Finally  Mark 
gripped  Steven’s  hair  and  pulled  his  mouth 
away.  “Go  down  on  me,”  he  whispered, 
pushing  him  underwater. 

At  least  it  got  them  off  the  dime.  Obe¬ 
diently  Steven’s  tongue  slicked  down 
across  Mark’s  belly,  a  snail’s  spoor  on  the 
skin.  He  tugged  the  waist  of  the  shorts, 
yawning  it  wide  enough  for  Mark’s  dick  to 
spring  free,  something  unambiguous  at 
last. 

Steven  and  Mark,  who  never  had  anything 
but  a  sneer  for  each  other  during  the  old 
days,  are  the  gladiators  here  —  too  worn  out 
to  really  throw  themselves  into  mutual  pur¬ 
suit,  but  always  having  the  realization  that 
something  makes  them  very  right  for  each 
other.  The  first  time  they  have  sex  —  though 
the  imagery  is  all  Esther  Williams  —  all  I 
could  think  of  was  Neville  Shute’s  On  the 
Beach,  where  the  teenage  woman  is  dispens¬ 
ing  cyanide  capsules  as  the  radiation  ap¬ 
proaches  Australia,  and  she  says,  "I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  take  mine  with  a  milkshake.” 
Afterlife  is  very  end-of-the-world. 

Other  worlds  are  ending  besides  gay 
worlds,  and  one  of  the  most  poignant 
characterizations  in  this  novel  is  that  of 
Angela,  who  is  beginning  to  imagine  life 
without  her  husband  Lou,  one  of  Mark’s 
major  clients,  and  a  very  successful  TV  sit¬ 
com  actor.  Early  on  Mark  is  “using”  Steven 
(in  this  case,  as  an  escort);  he  calls  him  up 

Continued  on  page  10 
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0  ruce  Benderson’s  Pretending  to  Say 

-  No  is  a  fine,  sharply  felt  collection  of 

2  stories  that  once  again  prompts  the 

<j  question  of  what  has  happened  to  the  image 
%  of  teenagers  in  gay  male  novels  over  the  past 
s  half  decade?  In  the  1950s  and  ’60s  the 
adolescent  boy  was  unsullied  and  unspoiled; 
sexually  guiltless  and  uncorrupted  by  the 
world.  He  was  the  prism  through  which  his 
creators  could  view  and  chart  not  only 
homophobia  but  the  naturalness  and  beauty 
of  gay  male  sexuality.  Again  and  again  in 
works  like  Better  Angel,  Quatrefoil, 
Finistere,  and  even  the  more  sophisticated 
City  of  Night  the  teenaged  boy  could  be  a 
symbol  of  innocence  and  purity:  an  image  of 
what  we  all  have  been,  and  might  yet 
become. 

But  not  any  more.  Recently  gay  teens, 
while  retaining  some  shards  of  innocence, 
have  shown  particularly  unlikable  streaks. 
And  they  have  become  —  in  many  cases  — 
easy  victims  rather  than  symbols  of  in¬ 
nocence.  Mainstream  pop  novels  like  Less 
Than  Zero,  and  its  more  gay  counterparts 
like  Paul  Russell’s  The  Salt  Point,  portray 
their  teen  characters  as  relatively  lost  lambs 
in  a  dangerous  wood.  Sex,  drugs  and  rock 
n  roll  (as  well  as  the  pitfalls  of  upper  mid¬ 
dle  class  consumerism)  are  leading  them  all 
astray  and  causing  them  to  be  destroyed. 
This  would  be  closer  to  a  traditional  view  if 
the  lambs  were  not  so  willing,  and 
sometimes  eager,  to  be  seduced.  But  the  real 
change  here  is  the  underlying  view  that 
perhaps  this  destruction  is  not  completely 
undeserved.  This  is  an  idea  even  more 
forcefully  explored  in  Dennis  Cooper’s 
brilliant  Closer  in  which  the  young  men  — 
well  mannered,  well  built,  and  blond; 
America’s  notion  of  the  perfect  boy-teen  — 
are  so  disaffected,  so  emotionally  empty, 
that  literal  disembowelment  seems  not  only 
fitting  but  rather  redundant. 

Bruce  Benderson  in  “Recommendations 
for  the  Mass  Production  of  Teenagers,”  the 
featured  novella  in  collections  of  stories 
Pretending  to  Say  No,  takes  Cooper’s  no¬ 
tions  one  step  further.  Benderson’s  boys  are 
so  morally,  physically  and  intellectually  im¬ 
perfect  that  one  man  —  in  this  case  a  crazed, 
socially  responsible,  street  priest  (where  is 
Father  Ritter?)  —  begins  hacking  them  up 
and  piecing  them  together  to  form  the 
perfect  boy-toy.  Benderson’s  plot  could 
have  been  a  one-joke  Twilight  Zone  sort  of 
story,  but  he  is  such  a  careful,  thoughtful 
writer  that  “The  Mass  Production  of 
Teenagers”  dazzles,  not  just  with  style,  but 
with  smarts  as  well.  Drawing  from  such 
diverse  sources  as  H.G.  Wells’  The/slandof 
Dr.  Moreau,  Pinocchio,  TV  cop  shows,  the 
writings  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  Franken¬ 
stein,  Freud,  and  Darwin,  Benderson  has 
created  a  modern  fairy  tale  which  examines, 
and  exposes  both  our  desire  as  well  as  our 
fear  and  loathing  for  youth  and  its  supposed 


innocence. 

Benderson’s  interest  in  teen-aged  boys  — 
and  the  whole  book  is  saturated  with  it,  even 
though  much  goes  unstated  and  there  isn’t  a 
whole  lot  of  sex  —  is  actually  just  a  facet  of 
his  attempt  to  get  a  grip  on  grappling  with 
the  idea  of  the  American  family.  In  the  title 
story  Nancy  Reagan  apparently  finds  herself 
in  an  apartment  of  a  crack  dealing  family  in 
the  South  Bronx.  After  everyone  has  gotten 
over  their  initial  shock  both  the  charming 
First  Lady  and  her  new  friends  attempt  to 
find  ways  to  make  one  another  comfortable. 
Again,  Benderson  skips  over  the  cheap  joke 
(and  Nancy  Reagan  makes  a  pretty  cheap 
cheap  joke)  and  really  goes  to  the  heart  of 
family  dynamics. 

The  same  is  true  of  “Family  Romance”  in 
which  a  suburban  father  follows  his  own 
obsessions  —  the  least  of  which  is  his 
adopted  son’s  homosexuality  —  and 
becomes  addicted  to  crack.  In  “Stations  of 
the  Cross,”  a  priest  becomes  crazed  with  the 
idea  of  saving  a  street  kid  and  recreating 
some  holy  family,  if  not  God  the  Father  and 
Son.  Benderson’s  weird  metaphysics  added 
to  this  already  potent  sex,  violence  and  drug 
material  begins  to  make  Dennis  Cooper  and 
Closer  look  like  Louisa  May  Alcott. 

Pretending  to  Say  No  is  not  perfect. 
Although  there  is  quite  a  bit  of  material  — 
1 1  stories  and  a  shortish  novella  —  it  does 
not  build  to  a  completely  satisfying  climax. 
Part  of  the  problem  is  that  too  many  of  the 
pieces  are  beautifully  written,  but  similar. 
There  is  little  emotional  progression  from 
one  to  another  and  while  we  never  tire  of 
them  —  Benderson  is  too  good  a  writer  for 
that  —  some  of  the  insistent  surprise  of  the 
early  pieces  is  missing  later  in  the  book.  But 
even  with  this  complaint  Pretending  to  Say 
No  is  both  impressive  and  startling.  Bender¬ 
son  is  not  just  out  to  skewer  obvious  ideas 
about  youth  and  innocence  —  it  is  cheap 
writing  like  that  of  Less  Than  Zero  which  is 
happy  enough  to  settle  for  that  —  but  to  try 
to  get  beneath  the  emotional  and  psychic 
surfaces  of  our  culture  and  see  what  is 
underneath.  The  fact  that  he  can  do  this 
while  making  you  laugh  and  wince  simultan¬ 
eously  makes  Pretending  to  Say  No  not  only 
original,  but  also  rather  frightening.  □ 
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ur  problem  is  that  we  don’t  know 
who  we  are.  We  don’t  even  quite 
know  how  to  ask  the  question,  or 
what  kind  of  answer  we’re  seeking,  because 
the  old  answers  we’ve  rejected  still  manage 
to  deform  the  way  we  pose  the  new  ques¬ 
tions.  The  old-order  names  for  us  — 
sodomite,  tribade,  ganymede,  molly, 
pathic,  invert  —  are  the  fossils  of  ideologies 
of  what  men  and  women  and  sex  are.  A  gay 
man  I  know  doesn’t  like  words  like  hetero- 
and  homo-,  he’d  prefer  to  speak  of 
“human-sexuals.”  Fine  with  me,  but  what 
is  a  human  being?  For  too  many  gay  people, 
human  sexuality  means  some  sanitized  fan¬ 
tasy  of  heterosexuality,  to  which  they  want 
us  to  assimilate;  but  that  fantasy  is  not  even 
a  workable  model  for  heterosexuals.  We 
don’t  need  to  shrink  ourselves  to  fit  a 
model,  but  to  expand  a  model  ’til  it  includes 
us.  But  how  far  to  expand  it?  That’s  what 
we  don’t  know  yet;  that’s  what  we  have  only 
begun  to  explore. 

When  we  turn  to  our  history  as  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  we  don’t  know  how  to  read  it: 
we  look  either  for  an  Eden  where  we  were 
accepted  (in  Greco-Roman  antiquity, 
medieval  Islam,  or  Renaissance  Europe)  or 
for  the  story  of  our  victimization  (burned  by 
the  Inquisition  or  by  psychiatric  shock  treat¬ 
ment).  I’m  not  sure  which  image  is  more 
pernicious.  The  gay/lesbian  Utopias  I’ve 
read  are  usually  shallow  and  sexist  (everyone 
is  young  and  comely  and  no  one  is  insecure), 
the  popularized  gay  history  is  ahistorical 
(you  can’t  get  here  from  there)  and  —  well, 
utopian.  Then  there  are  the  caricatures  of 
pre-Stonewall  life  in  which  everyone  is  a 
promiscious  drag  queen  (or  a  wholesome  lad 
who  stalwartly  refuses  to  become  a  drag 
queen)  who  commits  suicide.  These  are 
essentially  closeted  fantasies:  before  we 
come  out,  many  of  us  dream  of  finding  the 
Perfect  Friend  —  better  yet,  a  club  full  of 
Perfect  Friends  —  yet  we  fear  the  Twisted 
Twilight  World  of  the  Flomosexual,  full  of 
murky  bars  inhabited  by  neurotic  and  pro¬ 
miscuous  creeps  whose  souls  don’t  yearn,  as 
ours  do,  for  True  Love. 

Now,  I’ve  yet  to  meet  the  neurotic  and 


promiscuous  creep,  myself  included,  whose 
soul  didn’t  yearn  for  True  Love.  Those  who 
insist  that  they  are  not  sodomites,  tribades, 
queers  are  trying  to  avoid  being  stigmatized. 
As  Terry  Boughner  writes  in  Out  of  All 
Time:  A  Gay  and  Lesbian  History ,  “All  the 
fuAtr  was  over  sex.  The  most  powerful 
minds  in  Europe,  for  long  centuries,  seemed 
unable  to  grasp  the  idea  that  two  men  or  two 
women  might  acually  love  each  other.”  But 
Boughner,  playing  fast  and  loose  with  the 
notoriously  slippery  word  “love,”  has  it 
precisely  backwards.  Homophobes  can 
generally  cope  with  the  pure  and  spiritual 
love  of  comrades  —  what  drives  them  up  the 
wall  is  the  thought  of  David  and  Jonathan 
sticking  widget  A  into  sprocket  B,  if  you 
catch  my  meaning.  And  homophobes  are 
often  gay;  embarrassed  by  gross,  sweaty 
reality,  they  try  to  remove  the  “sex”  from 
homosexual.  “Not  sex  but  love,”  they 
chorus,  as  though  there  were  a  clean  clear 
line  between  the  two,  and  as  though  sex  bet¬ 
ween  two  men  or  two  women  were  indeed  a 
dirty  and  shameful  thing. 

But  I’m  not  being  fair  to  Boughner.  He 
does  include  such  luminaries  as  Rasputin, 
Ernst  Roehm,  and  Joseph  McCarthy  in  Out 
of  All  Time,  and  there’s  a  chapter  on  the 
Cleveland  Street  Scandal  of  1889,  in  which 
British  aristocrats  were  found  to  be  having  it 
off  with  messenger  boys.  He  is  even  critical 
of  European  disdain  for  “feminine 
traits. ..in  men  who  loved  men,”  so  I 
shouldn’t  accuse  him  of  presenting  a  wholly 
sanitized  picture  of  our  tribe.  My  real  com¬ 
plaint  about  his  book  is  its  carelessness:  he 
makes  no  effort  to  separate  gossip  from 
responsible  testimony,  and  he  even  garbles 
first-hand  accounts.  Compare  his  version  of 
this  story  about  Christopher  Isherwood  — 

Isherwood  often  spoke  of  finding  an 
ideal  companion.  In  1938  he  told  the 
writer  George  Davis  that  this  man  would 
be  eighteen,  blond,  intelligent,  and  would 
have  sexy  legs.  In  1953,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven,  Isherwood  met  Don  Bachardy,  who 
seemed  to  fit  this  description  perfectly. 

—  with  the  original  in  Isherwood’s 
Christopher  and  His  Kind : 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Reviewed  by  Margaret  Wallace 

h,  come,  sweet  flocks  of  girls! 

I  want  to  drink  of  your  beauty. 
Give  your  wild  hair  to  the  wind, 
and  drop  your  raiments 
silently. 
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Through  the  past 
gaily 

Three  attempts  at  laying  claim  to  lesbian  and  gay  history 


in 
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Lillian  Faderman 
and  Brigitte  Eriksson 


That  steamy  little  excerpt  comes  from  a 
poem  entitled  “Sappho”  by  Marie-Made- 
leine  (a.k.a.  Baroness  von  Puttkamer).  She 
wrote  this  and  other  flowery  poems 
dedicated  to  the  agony  and  ecstasy  of  loving 
women  —  in  1895!  This  mild  lesbian  erotica 
must  have  been  pretty  hot  stuff  in  a  time 
dominated  by  prudish  Victorian  morality. 

The  awakening  of  lesbian  love,  sex,  and 
consciousness  coupled  with  internalized 
homophobia  and  misogyny  are  constant 
themes  present  in  a  new  anthology  about 
turn-of-the-century  German  lesbians. 

Lesbians  in  Germany:  1890’s-1920’s 
presents  a  vivid  collection  of  essays,  fiction, 
and  poetry  written  by  German  lesbians  over 
a  40-year  period.  This  book,  translated  and 
edited  by  Lillian  Faderman  and  Brigitte 
Eriksson,  features  the  varied  experiences 
and  perspectives  of  these  women  and  ex¬ 
amines  the  cultural  and  political  environ¬ 
ment  leading  to  the  “creation”  of  a  lesbian 
identity. 

These  German  lesbians  take  us  back  to  a 
time  when  love  between  women  was  first 
made  public  by  the  many  sexologists  who 
sprouted  up  in  Europe,  mostly  in  Germany, 
around  the  turn  of  the  century.  Following, 
not  surprisingly,  the  formation  of  the 
feminist  movement  and  increasing  educa¬ 
tional  and  employment  opportunities  for 
certain  lucky  women,  these  (male)  sex¬ 
ologists  revealed  to  the  world  that  there  ex¬ 
isted  incredible  numbers  of  women  who  lov¬ 
ed  other  women  beyond  an  oh-so-comely 
'  sisterly  fashion. 

Prior  to  this  “revelation,”  it  was  quite  or¬ 
dinary  for  “romantic  friendships”  between 
women  to  flourish  without  public  scorn  and 
scrutiny.  These  women  were  lovers  in  every 
sense  except,  perhaps,  the  genital.  Most 
notably,  Dr.  Krafft-Ebing  was  influential  in 
spreading  the  idea  of  lesbianism  and  em¬ 
phasized  its  sexual  nature.  He  viewed  the 
nature  of  lesbianism  as  a  congenital  defect 
—  it  couldn’t  be  avoided. 

The  view  that  gays  and  lesbians  are  “born 
that  way”  and  are  in  need  of  understanding, 
not  persecution,  dominates  much  of  what 
these  women  write.  Ironically,  this  is  an  idea 
which  still  receives  much  attention  today  — 
even  within  lesbian  and  gay  communities. 

Because  of  this  slanted  interpretation  of 
female  sexuality,  some  women  may  have 
been  driven  away  from  the  lesbian  way  of 
life  because  of  the  tragic  ending  they  were 
told  they  would  meet.  Often  times,  though, 
their  previously  unnamed  inclination  enabl¬ 
ed  them  to  pursue  their  chosen  way  of  life, 
although  none  of  the  women  featured  would 
have  viewed  their  sexuality  as  a  choice. 

The  first  of  eleven  selections  is  the  short 
story  “Are  These  Women?”  written  by 
Aimee  Due  in  1903.  Like  the  others  in  the 
book,  this  story  revolves  around  an  elite 
group  of  women  students.  It  is  a  love  story 
between  the  heroine,  Minotchka,  a  “serious 
experienced  woman,  self-possessed  despite 
her  mere  twenty-eight  years,”  and  her 
friend  Marta.  The  story  begins  with  a  small 
gathering  of  Minotchka’s  friends  at  her 
apartment.  The  party  talk  turns  to 
rhetorical  dialogue  about  the  women’s 
movement  and  the  “Third  Sex.”  This  story 
reads  like  a  how-to  of  lesbian  feminism  in  a 
soap  opera  format.  And  saying  that  lesbians 
are  of  a  different  sex  does  have  a  loose  in¬ 
tellectual  tie  to  contemporary  feminist 
theorists,  like  Monique  Wittig,  who  say  les¬ 
bianism  is  beyond  simple  gender  classifica¬ 
tion. 

The  “Truth  About  Me”  written  by  E. 

Krause  in  1901,  is  a  lighthearted  story  about 
a  turn-of-the-century  butch  whose  child¬ 
hood  was  unencumbered  by  gender  role 
stereotypes.  Her  whimsical  autobiography 
takes  us  through  her  hardy  experiences  as  a 
butch-about-town.  She,  like  the  others, 
believes  that  her  lesbianism  is  congenital.  A 
popular  misconception  about  lesbians  was 
that  women  of  the  “third  sex”  were  born 
with  a  man’s  brain,  hence  their  inherent 
masculinity  and  attraction  to  women. 

Krause,  too,  believed  in  this  theory  and  was 
quite  indignant  if  one  compared  her  to  a  het¬ 
erosexual  woman.  Krause  resembles  her 
contemporaries  by  adhering  to  strict  butch/- 
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femme  stereotypes.  Sadly,  misogyny  and 
self-hatred  put  a  somber  note  on  what 
would  normally  be  a  lighthearted  story: 
“Just  let  anyone  dare  insult  me  by  calling 
me  ‘girl,’  like  Winterfeld’s  Fritz  did  the 
other  day!  I  was  just  as  much  a  boy  now  as 
he.” 

The  pressures  of  Victorian  primness  forc¬ 
ed  some  women  to  sublimate  sexuality  and 
strive  for  spirituality  in  their  relationships. 
Turn-of-the-century  sexologists  concen¬ 
trated  on  primarily  the  sexual  nature  of.  les¬ 
bians,  ignoring  other  vital  emotional  com¬ 
ponents  that  often  make  up  relationships. 
Any  woman,  lesbian  or  not,  living  during 
this  oppressive  era  would  probably  have 
some  problems  dealing  with  her  sexuality. 
This  is  typified  by  the  anonymous  “Mrs.  M. 
F.”  who  searches  for  the  “spiritualization” 
of  her  “instincts.” 

These  translations  of  lesbian  writings  pro¬ 
vide  us  with  a  primary  source  for  vital 
documentation  of  our  lesbian  past.  We  can 
see  how  our  cultural  ancestors  challenged 
popular  misconceptions  of  love  between 
women.  Despite  the  strength  of  character 
and  strong  individuality  many  of  these  brave 
women  possessed,  they  were  not  impervious 
to  internalizing  the  homophobia  and  mis¬ 
ogyny  that  prevailed  around  them  —  as  is 
shown  through  and  through  in  their  writing. 

An  excerpt  from  “The  Scorpion”  written 
in  1919  by  Anna  Weirauch,  is  outstanding  in 
that  it  is  one  of  the  first  stories  with  real 
lovemaking  between  two  women,  Olga  and 
Mette,  whose  “supple  limbs  became  entwin¬ 
ed  like  jungle  trees.”  With  its  typically 
tragic  ending,  Weirauch’s  three-volume 
work  does  not  escape  internalized  concep¬ 
tions  of  the  dangerous  path  of  lesbianism. 

Sadly,  for  perhaps  obvious  reasons,  the 
perspective  of  working-class  lesbians  is  miss¬ 
ing  from  this  valuable  anthology.  Like  one 
might  expect,  the  women  whose  words  fill 
these  pages  were  fortunate  enough  to  have 
had  more  opportunity  to  write  about  their 
lives  and  musings.  Throughout  the  book, 
one  can’t  help  but  wonder  if  we,  the  readers . 
and  the  editors,  are  guilty  of  imposing  too 
much  of  a  contemporary  perspective  onto 
these  writings.  But  what  historical  docu¬ 
mentation  remains  untouched  by  modern 
interpretation? 

In  all,  Lesbians  in  Germany  is  an  in¬ 
sightful  look  at  a  part  of  history  that  had 
great  impact  —  good  and  bad  —  on  the  dir¬ 
ection  of  lesbian  consciousness.  It’s  a  cliche 
to  point  out  how  uncannily  similar  these 
women  are  to  us,  but  I  could  not  help  but 
compare  many  of  the  characters  to  some 
people  I  happen  to  know.  □ 


Lesbians 
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to  bring  their  own  food  and  by  the  last  week 
we  had  full  spreads  and  even  bouquets  of 
flowers.  This  is  what  happens  with  women. 
At  the  first  sign  of  a  sniffle  from  anyone 
Marion  was  on  the  phone  ordering  yinchiao, 
ginger  root,  and  other  assorted  Chinese 
herbs  for  the  whole  group. 

One  afternoon  1  looked  up  bleary-eyed 
from  the  computer  screen,  called  to  atten¬ 
tion  and  willing  to  be  distracted  when  I 
overheard  a  discussion  in  the  other  end  of 
the  apartment  on  my  very  favorite  subject. 
But  what  they  were  talking  about  was  this 
new  study  about  the  possible  presence  of 
HIV  in  saliva  done  by  a  group  of  Italian  doc¬ 
tors. ..n'ot  a  word  about  Italian  opera.... 

After  days  of  cutting  sheaves  down  to 
pages  and  pages  down  to  paragraphs, 
editorial  mania  and  exhaustion  set  in,  and  I 
decided  to  help  rewrite  Risa’s  introductory 
paragraphs  to  the  whole  book  —  which 
begins  with  a  brief  analysis  of  statistics  —  as 
follows:  “In  terms  of  numbers,  this  is  the 
deal  with  women  and  AIDS.”  The  first  line 
of  the  whole  book. ..and  I  didn’t  understand 
why  no  one  liked  it.  Thereafter  a  moratori¬ 
um  was  called  on  any  use  of  the  noun  phrase 
“the  deal  with”  or  any  form  of  the  verb  “to 
deal.” 

We  all  went  through  some  significant 
transformations  in  the  course  of  this  pro¬ 
ject.  In  fact  Zoe,  reflecting  on  just  this 
phenomenon,  remarked  on  how  she  person¬ 
ally  has  changed  in  the  process  of  working 
on  the  book:  “Haven’t  you  noticed  how 
many  P.C.  things  I’ve  said  in  the  past  few 
days. ..stuff  that  even  Marion  would  agree 
with.” 

Unsure  what  to  make  of  this,  even  then 
Marion  didn’t  stop  typing.  She  probably 
even  looked  up  while  her  fingers  were  flying 
across  the  keyboard.  She  would  look  up  and 
talk  to  you  and  still  she  would  be  typing 
about  a  hundred  words  a  minute... accurate¬ 
ly.  This  shouldn’t  be  surprising  in  someone 
who  seems  always  to  know  where  her  fingers 
are. ..where  they  just  were...  where  she 
wants  them  next....  With  Marion’s  usual 
calm  and  forceful  disposure  in  mind  I  got  a 
little  concerned  at  her  eagerness  to  fix  the 
screen  that  popped  out  of  my  window.  Kim 
screamed,  and  1  lunged  for  Marion’s  legs 
when  suddenly  she  leaned  out  for  a  smoke 
and  a  detailed  inspection  of  how  the  window 
frame  looked  from  the  outside  (all  of  this, 
incidentally,  while  decked  in  her  black 
miniskirt  and  black  stockings,  which  was 
probably  as  distracting  to  everyone  down  on 
the  street  and  in  the  building  across  the  way 
as  it  was  all  evening  to  us). 

On  the  last  day,  picking  up  on  less-than- 
subtle  cues  that  if  we  didn’t  get  the 
manuscript  and  everyone  associated  with  it 
out  of  my  apartment  by  the  end  of  the 
Federal  Express  working  day  I  would  start 
ranting  and  knocking  things  over,  Cynthia 
announced,  “We’re  just  proofreading  now 
for  spelling. ..fascism  and  spelling.” 

There  were  some  of  us,  too  —  like  Deb, 
Polly,  Catherine,  and  Judith  —  who  were 
smart  enough  to  get  their  stuff  in  really  early 
and  avoid  this  seemingly  unending  mad  way 
of  life. 

It  was  the  first  experience  I  have  ever  had 
of  something  being  successful  on  both  a  per¬ 
sonal  and  communal  level.  I  mean,  I  started 
to  see  the  book  on  one  hand  as  my  book  and 
would  make  editorial  judgments  based  on 
how  /  wanted  to  be  represented.  But  on  the 
other  hand  it  felt,  at  every  moment,  that 
every  comma  in  the  book  belonged  to  the 
whole  group.  It  took  only  a  hint  of  hesita¬ 
tion  in  someone’s  reaction  to  one  of  my 
editorial  suggestions  for  me  to  suspend  work 
for  group  discussion.  We  all  read  everyone 
else’s  part  of  the  book  about  a  hundred 
times  over,  so  we  all  felt  responsible  for  all 
of  it  without  usurping  authorship  or  author¬ 
ity  from  the  person  who  wrote  the  piece.  It 
was  clear,  for  example,  that  everything  had 
to  be  run  past  Risa  once  or  twice  for  medical 
accuracy,  and  1  was  indulged  in  styling  the 
entire  manuscript  for  correct  usage  of  which 
and  that.  I’m  just  not  used  to  groups  work¬ 
ing  so  well  together  —  even  the  ones  that 
start  out  idealistically  and  with  every  basis 
for  success.  Shit,  1  don’t  even  think  couples 
can  w  ork,  much  less  (pardon  the  expression) 
a  collective. 

And  even  though  by  the  end  1  was  raving 
about  wanting  my  apartment,  my  solitude, 
and  my  privacy  back;  and  everyone  was 
teasing  me  about  dropping  by  every  few 
days  just  because  they  were  used  to  it;  and  a 
contingent  became  determined,  having 
found  all  my  stationery  supplies,  my 
Chinese  restaurant  menus,  and  my  coffee 
filters,  to  locate  my  supply  of  dental  dams 
Oust  because  —  I  can’t  help  it  —  1  get  really 


embarrassed  when  groups  of  people  make 
suppositions  or  suggestions  about  my  sex 
life)...  damn. ..(sniffle)... I  kind  of  miss 
everyone.  But  I  guess  I’ll  have  to  call  a 
meeting  to  run  this  article  past  them... 
because  if  it’s  about  the  book,  well,  it  has  to 
be  a  group  decision. 

This  is  the  deal  with  the  book:  it’s  done. 
Hoo-ray.  □ 

Women,  AIDS,  and  Acitivism,  by  the  ACT 
UP  /NY  Women  and  AIDS  Handbook 
Group,  forthcoming  in  July  from  South 
End  Press,  $7. 00 

Murdered 
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nails  Vic  who  takes  on  cases  she  knows  she 
shouldn’t  because  she  wants  to  make  up  for 
her  own  personal  flaws,  or  Grafton’s  Kinsey 
whose  gruff  exterior  is  tempered  every  once 
in  a  while  by  her  longing  for  her  parents  who 
were  killed  when  she  was  a  child. 

I  was  surprised,  too,  by  the  lack  of  Ies- 
bian/gay  content  in  Murder  by  the  Book. 
Unlike  Barbara  Wilson’s  feminist, 
somewhat  preachy  and  rhetorical  Murder  in 
the  Collective,  the  murder  really  is  the 
focus.  Although  the  mystery  in  Wilson’s 
book  wasn’t  all  that  compelling,  the  murder 
itself  also  served  as  a  backdrop  for  other 
things,  like  discussions  about  process, 
politics,  and  working  in  co-gender  and 
lesbian-separatist  collectives.  I  don’t  think 
Wilson  entirely  carries  off  her  mission  of 
combining  lesbian-feminist  politics  and  con¬ 
ventional  murder  mystery  motifs,  but  it  is  a 
fun,  intelligent  read.  An  attempt  to  focus  on 
lesbians  in  the  real  world  rather  than  politics 
in  the  lesbian  world  isn’t  necessarily  a  less 
noble  endeavor,  but  it  should  still  be  well- 
written,  compelling  and  intelligent.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  Murder  By  the  Book  falls  short  on 
all  three  counts.  □ 

Afterlife 
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and  tells  him  to  dress  gay  (“full  leather,”  he 
suggests)  because  they  are  going  out.  He 
takes  Steven  (who  dresses  down)  to  Angela 
and  Lou’s,  because  he  and  Lou  have  recent¬ 
ly  had  a  flare-up  during  which  one  issue  was 
Mark’s  hiding  his  private  life.  Mark  is  very 
hostile  during  the  evening,  and  says  things 
like  how  Steven  keeps  him  well-fucked. 
Hardly  the  truth,  as  their  one  sexual  en¬ 
counter  at  this  point  is  so  dimmed  by  mutual 
depression  that  only  one  of  them  reaches 
climax,  and  it  is  a  joyless,  automatic  one  at 
that.  It’s  hard  to  frolic  when  you  keep  think¬ 
ing  of  what  your  lover  looked  like  last  time 
you  saw  him  alive. 

On  his  [Steven’s]  way  out  he  opened  the 
freezer  and  took  out  a  Mud  Pie,  wrestling 
furiously  with  the  cellophane  as  he  headed 
back  to  the  bedroom.  The  cellophane 
reminded  him  of  unwrapping  hypoder¬ 
mics. 

Images  like  these  are  everywhere  in 
Afterlife.  When  Steven  goes  out  of  his  way 
to  make  the  best  Thanksgiving  ever  for  Ray 
Lee,  who  certainly  seems  like  there  will  be 
no  Christmas  for  him  —  everything  goes 
fine,  and  Ray  bravely  eats  his  turkey  and 
trimmings.  But  there  are  set-backs.  First  he 
breaks  into  a  sweat  in  his  wheelchair,  and 
has  to  be  stripped,  dried  off,  and  changed. 
Margaret  asks  Steven  for  a  dry  shirt,  and 
Steven,  in  a  trance,  walks  to  Victor’s  old 
bedroom.  He  finds  one  of  Victor’s  shirts, 
and  he  flashes  on  dressing  Victor  toward  the 
end.  He  realizes  he  has  gone  to  Victor’s 
wardrobe  because  he  did  not  want  to  see  a 
dying  man  in  his,  Steven’s,  clothes. 

This  book  should  make  anyone  who  isn’t 
angry  yet,  angry.  Even  though  no  one  is  dy¬ 
ing  in  the  street,  and  the  major  fear  is,  if  you 
last  two  more  years,  will  the  health  plan  be 
gone  even  if  you  stop  working  right  now;  we 
are  dealing  with  people  who  are  living 
thwarted  lives.  Their  hope  has  been 
w  renched  from  them,  they  exist  in  a  world 
where  there  is  no  planning  for  the  future, 
and  no  real  mirth.  All  humor  is  black 
humor.  (“HIV  salad.  Looks 
scrumptious.”)  People  are  afraid  to 
befriend  dogs,  and  for  the  same  reason  my 
mother  in  her  so-called  “golden  years” 
declined  to  replace  her  beloved  cat  Dolly: 
you  just  doesn’t  know  if  the  animal  will  sur¬ 
vive  you,  and  become  one  more  burden  to 
your  friends,  who  are  already  exhausted. 
They  are  exhausted  from  carrying  your 
w  heelchair  up  and  down  steps,  cleaning  up 
after  you  and  having  to  hear  someone  who 
used  to  be  a  merry  joker  say,  “I  peed”  and 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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MASSAGE  THERAPY 
WORKS! 

To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most  relaxing  hour 
you  can  imagine 

To  make  you  better  at  your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift  any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP  YOU  TOO? 

Call  Beth  Walsh 

623-7258 

for  details  and  appointment 


Womencrafts 


Across  the  street 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


The  Center  For  Popular  Economics' 

Summer  Institute  1990 

A  week  of  intensive  economics  training  which 
provides  an  integrated  view  ot  economics, 
designed  for  activists,  organizers,  and 
educators,  to  make  their  work  more  effective. 


NO  PREVIOUS  ECONOMICS  TRAINING  NECESSARY 
The  topics  tor  this  year  include: 

'the  economics  ot  the  environment 
•democratizing  the  US.  financial  sys 
• plant  closures  end  runaway  shops 
'the  third  world  debt  crisis 
'the  US.  as  e  debtor  nation 
• the  economics  ot  housing 
and  much  morel!) 


This  year's  institute  runs  from  July  29-August  4. 
Scholarships  are  available,  and  on-site  daycare 
is  available. 

THE  APPLICATION  DEADLINE  IS  JULY  14th. 

Write  to: 

THE  CENTER  FOR  POPULAR  ECONOMICS 
Box  785L  *  Amherst,  MA  01004 


Life  in  the  Fast  Lane 

in  perpetual  motion... 
a  different  date  every  night. . . 
dancing,  drinking,  and  coke 
until  dawn... so  much  excite¬ 
ment  that  nobody  sees  the 
emptiness  inside. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 


Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


FOREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


London 

Paris.... 

Zurich.. 

Berlin... 


$455  RT 
$498  RT 
$538  RT 
.$558  RT 


Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 
lowest  current  int’l  and  domestic 
fares. 

All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to  availabili¬ 
ty,  tax  not  included. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


BA6LY 

TENTH  ANNIVERSARY  PARTY 

On  Saturday,  July  28,  1990,  The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  will  celebrate  its  tenth  anniversary  of  serving  our  community. 
A  banquet  open  to  all  will  precede  a  dance  for  all  youth  22  and 
under,  alumni,  and  their  guests  in  the  beautiful  ballroom  of  the 
Westin  Hotel,  Copley  Place.  The  dinner  starts  at  6  pm  and  will 
feature  keynote  speaker  Barney  Frank.  The  dance  will  be  held  from 

9  PM  to  2  am. 

Tickets  are  available  on  a  limited  basis  and  may  be  reserved  by  retur¬ 
ning  the  completed  form  below  no  later  than  June  15.  All  tickets  will 

be  held  at  the  door. 

Checks  may  be  made  payable  to: 

The  Boston  Youth  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  814 
Boston,  MA  02 1 03 

For  more  information  please  call  617/523-7363. 


□  Please  reserve _ tickets  for  the  banquet/dance  at  $25.00  each. 

□  Please  reserve _ tickets  for  the  dance  only,  at  $  5.00  each. 

□  I  am  unable  to  attend  either  event.  Enclosed  find  a  donation  in  the  amount 

of  $ _ 

Name  _ _ , _ 

Addres  _ ; _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Phone  (__) _ 

Amount  enclosed  $ _ a _ 


Now  available 
“We  are  Family" 
produced  by 
Aimee  Sands 


Specialists  in  Women  Artists 
and  Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes  in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  SOUTH  ST.,  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
HOURS:  MONDAY-SATURDAY  10-9  SUNDAY  12-9 


HEALING  SERVICE 

FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 
Tuesday,  May  22  7:30  PM 

• 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  families  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Prayers/Readings/Music 
Free-will  offering/Reception 

ASL  interpreted 
Coolidge  Corner  MBTA  stop 
(Green  Line  C  train) 

Information:  (617)  277-6860 

THE  UNITED  PARISH  IN  BROOKLINE 
210  HARVARD  STREET  •  BROOKLINE 

Cosponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  *  (617)  628-7665 
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know  that  he  did,  and  it  is  in  his  parachute 
pants  and  something  has  to  be  done  about 
it. 

People  who  years  ago  would  have  been 
worrying  about  middle-aged  spread, 
whether  to  try  to  buy  a  house  or  continue 
renting,  or  what  sort  of  trip  to  save  up  for, 
are  now  wondering  if  they  will  have  the 
strength  to  be  a  pall  bearer  again,  and 
whether  their  friends  will,  which  leaves  a 
Walkman  to  one  friend  and  a  porcelain  tiger 
to  another,  will  be  honored. 

Paul  Monette,  like  Armistead  Maupin  in 
Sure  of  You,  gives  us  a  world  in  which  AZT 
beepers  and  declining  T-4  cell  counts  are  not 
things  that  turn  heads,  unless  it  is  a  momen¬ 
tary  turn  away,  to  help  someone  keep  a  teen- 
sy  fingerhold  on  the  remnants  of  grace  in  a 
community  once  known  for  its  grace  and 
style.  □ 


History 
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Christopher  Isherwood 


George  also  offered  to  make  sexual  in¬ 
troductions  for  [Isherwood  and  Auden], 
“All  right,”  said  Christopher,  half  in 
joke.  “1  want  to  meet  a  beautiful  blond 
boy,  about  eighteen,  intelligent,  with  very 
sexy  legs.”  Such  a  boy  was  instantly  pro¬ 
duced;  he  was  almost  too  suitable  to  be 
true.  I  will  call  him  Vernon. 

Never  having  seen  Don  Bachardy’s  legs,  I 
can’t  evaluate  Boughner’s  accuracy  on  that 
point;  but  he  certainly  distorts  the  import  of 
this  anecdote.  I  found  errors  of  fact  and  em¬ 
phasis  every  time  he  covered  a  subject  I’d 
read  about  elsewhere.  Maybe  I  expect  too 
much,  but  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that 
the  key  to  gay  and  lesbian  history  is  ac¬ 
curacy.  Come  on,  you’ve  heard  of  it:  it 
means  that  you  make  sure  your  information 
is  as  nearly  correct  as  possible,  and  that  your 
interpretations  of  that  information  are 
honest.  I  don’t  imagine  that  this  is  an  easy 
standard  to  live  up  to,  but  if  we  don’t  try, 
even  when  writing  for  a  non-academic  au¬ 
dience  as  Boughner  is  doing  in  Out  of  All 
Time,  we  are  no  different  than  the 
homophobic  historians  and  biographers 
who  tried  to  write  us  out  of  existence  to 
satisfy  their  own  wishful  thinking.  That,  in 
fact,  is  what  worries  me  about  Boughner’s 
book.  It’s  sort  of  a  Reader’s  Digest  ap¬ 
proach  to  gay  and  lesbian  history  —  and  if 
that’s  what  the  gay  community  is  moving 
toward,  then  I  want  out,  right  now. 

Thomas  Cowan’s  Gay  Men  and  Women 
Who  Enriched  the  World  is  much  better. 
Cowan  has  at  least  done  his  homework,  and 
lets  you  know  when  the  evidence  is  shaky  or 
unavailable.  There  isn’t,  as  far  as  I  know, 
any  really  good  collection  of  short 
biographies  of  gay  men  and  women  in 
history.  It’s  too  bad,  since  people  who  are 
just  coming  out  are  often  cheered  to  learn 
that  we  have  a  history.  Jonathan  Ned  Katz’s 
massive  documentary  collections  Gay 
American  History  and  Gay/Lesbian 
Almanac  are  rather  daunting,  and  ephemera 
like  Martin  Greif’s  Gay  Book  of  Days  are 
too  gossipy  and  unreliable.  Gay  Men  and 
Women  Who  Enriched  the  World  strikes  a 
fair  balance,  and  if  it  comes  out  in  paper¬ 
back  it  might  make  a  good  gift. 

Neil  Bartlett  didn’t  set  out  to  write 
academic  history  with  his  brilliant  book 
Who  Was  That  Man?  A  Gift  for  Mr.  Oscar 
Wilde.  He  seems  to  have  aimed  at  a  kind  of 
time  travel,  projecting  himself  into  the  past 
and  writing  from  within  it,  while  remaining 
a  post-Stonewall  gay  Englishman.  He  filled 
a  massive  scrapbook  with  information 
about  Wilde’s  time,  studied  in  the  British 
Museum,  immersed  himself  in  old 
newspapers,  and  asked  questions. 


It  is  worth  asking  what,  since  he  had 
already  gone  so  far  in  1895,  would  he  have 
written  in  18%,  if  he  had  not  been  in¬ 
carcerated  in  Reading....  What  would  our 
culture  as  gay  men  in  this  city  have  been 
like  if  Wilde  had  still  been  living  and 
writing  in  London  in  the  1920s,  if  his 
career  as  a  homosexual  artist  had  been  as 
long  as,  say,  Andre  Gide’s.  If  his  example 
to  us  was  not  of  how  a  man  can  be  swiftly 
and  violently  silenced,  but  of  how  his  work 
can  endure,  not  as  evidence  of  a  disaster, 
but  as  witness,  seducer,  guide? 

Bartlett  shows  us  a  Victorian  era  not  so  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  end  of  the  twentieth  century 
as  we  might  suppose:  cities  full  of  men  and 
women  without  homes,  without  jobs,  hud¬ 
dling  together  for  warmth  in  the  public 
parks,  selling  their  bodies;  the  upper  classes 
shaken  by  scandal,  fearful  of  revolution. 

In  October  1887  [Trafalgar]  Square  was  so 
crowded  with  people  sleeping  rough  that 
they  spilled  into  St  James’s  Park  itself, 
almost  within  sight  of  the  Palace.  In  South 
Audley  Street,  in  Piccadilly  and  in  the  Pall 
Mall  club  you  could  hear  the  sound  of 
breaking  glass.  In  November  three  people 
died  when  the  police  cleared  the  Square 
again.  In  1894  the  West  End  heard  the  dim 
echoes  of  the  Greenwich  Park  explosion, 
and  everyone  saw  the  gory  pictures  in  the 
paper. 

Bartlett  holds  up  a  Victorian  mirror,  and  we 
see  ourselves  in  it,  everywhere. 

Lord  Alfred  Douglas’s  brother.  Viscount 
Drumlanrig,  had  been  involved  in  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  prime  minister, 
Rosebery.  Rosebery  had  elevated  him  to 
the  peerage,  and  had  made  him  his  private 
secretary  so  that  he  could  keep  him  close 
by,  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  Then  in 
October  1893  [1894,  actually]  Drumlanrig 
had  died  of  what  could  have  been  inter¬ 
preted  as  either  a  shooting  accident  or  a 
suicide.  There  was  a  pressing  threat  of 
scandalous  rumours,  revelation  if 
Douglas’s  choice  of  companions  was 
scrutinized  too  carefully. 

When  you  think  about  it,  this  is  hardly 
surprising.  If  the  historians  of  sexuality  have 
produced  one  clear  result,  it’s  that  homosex¬ 
uality  wasn’t  invented  yesterday.  Consider¬ 
ing  that  we  were  “things  fearful  to  name,” 
that  we  were  “amongst  Christians  not  to  be 
named,”  that  we  weren’t  supposed  to  exist, 
we  and  our  persecutors  contrived  to  leave 
behind  startling  amounts  of  evidence  that 
we  did.  But  our  history  is  also  that  of  a 
peculiarly  uneasy  conspiracy  between 
ourselves  and  the  heterosexual  dictatorship: 
I  won ’t  tel!  if  you  won  Y. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  Wilde, 
throughout  his  three  trials,  was  lying  all 
the  time....  He  was  a  sodomite.  Likewise, 
the  prosecution’s  pose  of  outraged, 
fascinated  ignorance,  its  portrayal 
(amplified  in  the  press)  of  homosexuality 
as  something  which  had  suddenly,  shock¬ 
ingly  appeared  in  the  form  of  Oscar  Wilde 
was  precisely  that  —  a  pose.  The  court  was 
not  entirely  ignorant  of  twenty  years  of 
London’s  culture  and  daily  life;  they  read 
the  papers....  Mr.  Charlie  Gill,  who  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  prosecution,  had  appeared 
for  the  defence  in  the  Cleveland  Street  trial 
six  years  earlier,  so  he  well  knew  about  the 
lives  of  “such  men.” 

This  helps  to  explain  why  homophobes 
have  denounced  the  most  dreary  and 
negative  depictions  of  homosexuality  (The 
Well  of  Loneliness,  The  City  and  the  Pillar, 
The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray)  as  pro-homo- 
sexual  propaganda.  To  such  people,  even  to 
admit  that  we  exist  is  to  encourage  us.  And 
they’re  right,  of  course,  it  does  encourage 
us.  People  like  Neil  Bartlett  dig  through 
musty  issues  of  the  Illustrated  London 
Police  News  for  1889,  find  accounts  of  men 
arrested  for  wearing  frocks,  and  the  next 
thing  you  know  they’re  writing  books  about 
it.  Before  long  we  start  noticing  that  not  on¬ 
ly  has  homosexuality  been  misrepresented, 
but  so  has  heterosexuality,  and  the  respec¬ 
tability  which  had  been  denied  us  no  longer 
tooks  attractive.  We  are  no  longer  willing  to 
conduct  discussions  in  terms  that  Oscar 
Wilde’s  persecutors  found  meaningful,  to 
collude  with  them  in  lying  about  ourselves 
and  about  them. 

But  this  is  only  one  of  the  threads  that 
Bartlett  has  woven  into  Who  Was  That 
Man?  There  are  chapters  on  the  selves  that 
Wilde  and  other  gay  men  have  forged  for 
themselves;  on  the  eroticized  catalogues  of 
jewels,  flowers,  and  foods  in  the  works  of 
Wilde  and  other  “decadent”  writers;  on  gay 
men’s  lives  and  history  as  text  and  pretext. 
Bartlett  disassembles  our  dissembling  past 
and  reassembles  it,  pasting  Wilde’s  subver¬ 
sive  paradoxes  next  to  scraps  from  Victorian 
books  of  advice  for  young  men  and  bits 
from  his  own  diary  and  letters.  Who  Was 
That  Man?  is  a  present  not  just  for  Oscar 
Wilde  but  for  the  rest  of  us:  a  clear,  pas¬ 
sionate  look  into  the  heart  of  our  past  and 
our  present.  □ 
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Leather 
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the  sexually  constraining  AIDS  crisis.  “The 
social  aspect  of  community  events  like  Mr. 
Boston  Leather  are  invaluable,”  said  Zir- 
polo.  “Because  of  AIDS  we  can’t,  as  a  com¬ 
munity,  play  as  freely  as  we  used  to.  So  our 
leather  events  are  increasingly  important 
outlets  for  socializing.”  Barone,  who  em¬ 
phasized  the  bravery  of  the  leather  com¬ 
munity,  concurred  with  Zirpolo.  “Leather 
events  are  the  place  where  we,  as  gays  and 
lesbians,  can  be  very  visible  and  express 
ourselves.” 

At  both  events  leatherwomen  —  some  of 
whom  represented  local  clubs  —  dotted  the 
crowds.  “Leather  events  provide  me  with  a 
sense  of  family,”  said  Deb  Riley,  Road  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  T  Bears,  a  women’s  Levi  and 
leather  club  and  co-founder  of  LIPS  (Les¬ 
bians  in  a  Perverse  Society).  “Too  often  we 
separate  ourselves  from  one  another.  Our 
events  are  a  way  for  all  of  us  to  come  to¬ 
gether  into  a  more  cohesive  community.  It  is 
also  a  way  for  us  to  support  all  who  are 
stricken  with  AIDS.  When  our  gay  brothers 
started  loosing  their  members  to  AIDS,  les¬ 
bians  came  out  and  helped  them  get  organiz¬ 
ed.  Our  events  are  a  way  for  us  —  both  gay 
men  and  lesbians  —  to  keep  doing  that,” 
she  concluded. 

Within  one  week  the  Boston  leather  com¬ 
munity  not  only  selected  a  new  leader  (Mark 
Ryan  won  Mr.  Boston  Leather)  but, 
through  Leather  and  Lace,  grossed  over 
$21,000  for  AIDS.  (This  money  included  the 
tips  from  1 1 9’s  bartenders,  who  chose  to 
donate  the  night’s  take  to  the  fight  against 
AIDS). 

“We  need  to  remember  that  the  men  and 
women  of  the  leather  community,  a  com¬ 
munity  that  was  scapegoated  and  blamed 
for  causing  AIDS,  has,  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  not  only  stuck  together  but  has  provid¬ 
ed  leadership  in  safe  sex.  Despite  incredible 
losses  to  AIDS  they  were  out  there  fighting 
AIDS  before  anyone  else,”  said  Jim  Brin- 
ning.  Gay  Male  Health  Educator  at  AIDS 
Action  Committee,  one  of  the  organizations 
that  has  historically  been  a  recipient  of  the 
leather  community’s  fundraising  efforts. 

When  asked  if  there  was  anything  that  the 
larger  gay  and  lesbian  community  could  give 
back  to  the  leathermen  and  women  who 
have  worked  so  tirelessly  in  the  fight  against 
AIDS  and  the  effort  to  keep  outrageous  sex¬ 
uality  alive,  the  tattooed  and  muscular 
Barone  replied,  “Well,  support  of  who  we 
arc  and  what  we  are  doing  as  a  community 
would  be  great!” 

Sounds  reasonable.  □ 

Conference 
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cerned  with  internal  policy  decisions  on  the 
part  of  conference  organizers,  a  recent  press 
release  from  the  those  plannig  the  event  has 
caused  some  controversy.  Conference  or¬ 
ganizers  announced  April  25  that  they  had 
rejected  over  2,000  of  the  research  abstracts 
that  had  been  submitted  for  this  year’s  event 
“to  assure  the  highest  quality  presentation 
at  the  Conference.”  According  to  John 
James  of  AIDS  Treatment  News,  the  con¬ 
ference  cannot  publish  these  abstracts  be¬ 
cause  it  only  has  permission  from  authors  to 
provide  them  to  conference  delegates. 
Although  conference  organizers  have  set  up 
a  community  task  force  that  can  view  the  re¬ 
jected  abstracts  and  write  to  their  authors  to 
request  permission  to  publish  them  else¬ 
where,  James  said  “There  is  little  chance 
this  system  will  prove  workable.” 

Van  Gorder  told  GCN  that  most  of  the  re¬ 
jected  abstracts  that  would  be  of  interest  to 
AIDS  research  fall  into  the  categories  of 
“basic  science”  and  “clinical  issues,”  and 
that  these  number  about  a  thousand.  He 
conceded  that  reading  these  abstracts  would 
involve  a  good  deal  of  work.  “It’s  a  lot,”  he 
said.  "But  we  had  a  mechanism  for  reading 
5,000,”  referring  to  the  initial  number  of 
submissions.  He  said  he  was  confident  that 
the  conference  would  still  provide  resear¬ 
chers  with  useful  opportunities  for  the  ex¬ 
change  of  information  and  ideas. 

L)  filed  from  Boston 

Those  interested  in  conference  registra¬ 
tion  should  call  the  conference  secretariat  at 
(202}  639-5 1 79.  For  information  about  ACT 
UP  or  A  CT  NO  M  activities  during  the  con¬ 
ference,  contact  Ron  Bracamonte  and 
Arawn  Eibhlvn  at  (415)  861-7505  or  (415) 
563-0724. 
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Latino  communities,  as  well  as  violence  in 
general.  Selfridge  said  that  the  young  men 
involved  in  the  incident  “come  from  a  dif¬ 
ferent  economic  spectrum  than  a  lot  of  the 
people  in  the  South  End,  and  they’re  angry. 
Part  of  the  rest  of  that  night,  I  was  wonder¬ 
ing  what  was  going  on  in  those  kids’  heads.” 

“But  they’re  not  kids,”  Selfridge  added, 
“they’re  men,  18,  19,  20  years  old.  They 
know  what’s  cool  and  what’s  not  cool.  They 
know  violence  is  not  OK.  For  a  long  time, 
the  [South  End]  was  accepting  of  gay  men 
and  women,  but  now,  I  think  twice  before  I 
go  out  at  night.  I  went  out  this  weekend,  and 
I  was  always  looking  over  my  shoulder.” 

John  Boily,  who  said  he  was  chased  by  the 
group  about  half  an  hour  after  the  main  in¬ 
cident  at  the  party,  said  that  he  hopes  for 
three  things  following  the  attacks:  the  pro¬ 
secution  of  the  young  men  involved,  in¬ 
creased  awareness  in  the  gay  community  of 
vulnerability,  and  “more  of  a  dialogue  be¬ 
tween  the  three  communities  in  the  South 
End,  the  Black,  the  Hispanic,  and  the  gay 
communities.”  □ 

People  with  information  about  the  attack 
are  encouraged  to  contact  the  Community 
Disorders  Unit  at  247-4527  or  the  Fenway 
Victim  Recovery  Program  at  267-0900. 
GRGRFis  holding  a  meeting  May  24  at  7:30 
at  38  Appleton  St.,  Boston.  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  working  on  Byron  Rushing’s 
forum  should  contact  his  office. . 

NOW 
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glass  shatter,  because  someone  is  going  to 
get  hurt.’  ”  O’Dell  also  noted  that  counter¬ 
demonstrators  directed  most  of  their  com¬ 
ments  at  Yard  personally. 

Prior  to  the  demonstration,  organizers 
were  concerned  that  pro-choice  people 
would  not  show  up  because  of  the  threats  of 
violence  by  anti-choice  activists.  However, 
in  spite  of  predictions  that  even  under  the 
best  of  circumstances  no  more  than  200  peo¬ 
ple  would  attend  a  pro-choice  rally  in  Grants 
Pass,  250  walked  through  the  hostile  crowd 
outside  to  hear  Molly  Yard  speak,  and 
another  300  gathered  outside.  “The  only 
thing  I  can  say  to  explain  that  is  that  I  think 
people  were  tired  of  being  afraid  of  those 
people.  If  we  had  the  guts  to  come  in  there, 
then  by  God  they  were  going  to  have  the  guts 
to  show  up,”  said  O’Dell. 

O’Dell  said  that  southern  Oregon  has  a 
strong  “survivalist”  movement,  which  pro¬ 
motes  armed  preparation  to  defend  nuclear 
fallout  shelters  in  the  event  of  scarcity 
following  a  nuclear  war.  In  addition,  Grants 
Pass  is  home  to  “New  Dimensions,”  a 
virulently  homophobic  and  AIDS-phobic 
magazine.  Southern  Oregon  has  also  recent¬ 
ly  been  the  site  of  large  anti-environmental¬ 
ist  rallies,  where  loggers  fearful  of  losing 
their  livelihood  have  clashed  with  environ¬ 
mentalists  interested  in  protecting  the 
habitat  of  the  spotted  owl  against  loggers 
and  the  timber  industry. 

Asked  if  a  demonstration  organized  by 
activists  in  Washington,  D.C.,  has  a  place  in 
a  community  in  which  arch-conservatives 
are  deeply  entrenched,  O’Dell  said  that  the 
presence  of  nationally  known  pro-choice 
figures  could  be  a  positive  force.  “There  are 
elements  in  Grants  Pass-that  are  the  worst  in 
America,  but  there  are  also  some  that  are  the 
best.  Maybe  we  made  a  difference  there. 
Maybe  if  nothing  else,  we  helped  them  find  a 
little  courage  that  they  didn’t  know  they  had 
to  stand  up  to  them,”  she  said. 

Relatively  calm  in  Massachusetts 

None  of  the  Massachusetts  rallies  en¬ 
countered  the  same  degree  of  physical 
violence,  though  the  opposition  was  highly 
visible  and  also  explicitly  singled  out  Yard  as 
the  subject  of  taunts.  The  state  kickoff 
demonstration  May  6  in  Lowell  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  more  anti-abortionists  than  NOW 
supporters.  In  Springfield,  a  bomb  threat 
was  called  in  to  the  local  police  department 
during  the  May  8  demonstration  there,  ap¬ 
parently  in  an  effort  to  disrupt  the  rally.  The 
information  proved  false,  and  the  rally  con¬ 
tinued  without  interruption.  Large  anti- 
choice  counter-demonstrations  were  also 
held  during  the  NOW  rallies  in  Gloucester 
and  Cape  Cod. 

In  Boston,  only  a  handful  of  anti¬ 
abortion  activists  turned  out  to  protest  the 
event,  and  pro-choice  marshals  quickly 
linked  arms  to  separate  them  from  march¬ 
ers.  Speakers  at  the  rally  there  included 
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Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
1  Vi  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


DLC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.II. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 
232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


1 •900*999*8500 


Just  75c  a  minute 


(Si  .50  tor  1st  min.)' 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  LITER  A  TURE 

New  England's  most  com¬ 
prehensive  selection  of 
lesbian  fiction,  poetry,  his¬ 
tory,  spirituality,  erotica, 
videos,  cards,  music  and 
jewelry. 

673  Boylston  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  021 16 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon  thru  Sat:  9:30AM-11PM  Sun  &  Holidays:  12-9PM 


9.9%  FINANCING  OH 
$1000  MANUFACTURER’S 

REBATE  PRIOR  SALES  EXCLUDED 

1  Olympic  onground  diving  pools 

Economical  Inground  Alternative  offer  expires  5/15/90 

CALL  1-800-427-7665  FREE  HOME  SURVEY  NO  OBLIGATION 

I8V2  x  36V2  GRECIAN  INGROUND  S8875.00  Installed 

•  Lifetime  warranty  •  Filtration  package 
•  Maintenance  package  •  Commercial  liner 


100%  FINANCING  •  CREATIVE  CREDIT 


Pools  of  Distmetion.  Inc. 


720  Brockton  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA 
(617)  857-2233 


INDIGO  at  NIGHTSTAGE 


Sun.  May  20 
INDIGO 

1ST  ANNIVERSARY 
JAM  PARTY 
Bring  an  Instrument 
4  -  8PM 


COMING  SOON 

Fri.  June  1 
JULIA  FORDHAM 


Sat.  June  2 
DIANE  PONZIO 


Sat.  June  9 
JUNE  MILLINGTON 


Wed.  June  13 
CASTLE-BERRY  DUPREE 


Sat.  June  16 
RENO 


Wed.  June  20 
LEZBO  A  GO-GO 
LEA  DELLARIA 


823  Main  Street,  Camondge,  MA  02  139  (6  1  ~7)  497-7200 


INDIGO’s  Hoursi  Wednesday  8PM-1AM  'Thursday  4PM-2AM  •  Friday  4PM-SAM  •  Saturday  9PM-2AM 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 

«AY 

SELECTIONS’ 


Onlv  $100  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 
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(L  to  R)  Sherri  O'Dell  (making  victory  sign),  Molly  Yard, 
choice  in  Boston,  May  13 


and  Marjorie  Claprood  (fist  raised)  rally  for 
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Yard,  Evelyn  Murphy,  Democratic  can¬ 
didate  for  governor,  and  Marjorie 
Claprood,  Democratic  candidate  for  Lieute¬ 
nant  Governor. 

Murphy  said  that  for  her,  abortion  rights 
is  a  privacy  issue.  “What  I  will  fight  for  with 
you  is  to  make  sure  that  this  is  an  issue  that  is 
never  decided  on  the  floor  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  legislature,”  she  told  the  crowd  of  800. 
She  criticized  opponent  Frank  Bellotti,  who 
some  have  seen  as  a  late-comer  to  the  pro- 
choice  position.  “There  are  some  who  I  am 
running  against  who  I  call  ‘multiple  choice’ 
because  of  the  way  they  keep  changing  posi¬ 
tions.” 

Claprood  emphasized  her  support  for 
“Up  to  Poverty”  legislation,  which  would 
bring  state  welfare  benefits  up  to  the  federal 
poverty  level.  She  received  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  from  the  crowd  when  she  said  that  her 
priority  was  to  allow  poor  women  to  have 
control  over  their  economic  lives.  Claprood 
also  joked  about  a  mostly  male  legislature 
keeping  welfare  payments  low.  “If  85  per¬ 


cent  of  people  receiving  public  assistance  are 
women,  consider  for  a  moment  the  irony 
that  85  percent  of  the  people  in  the  executive 
•and  legislative  branches  in  this  state  are  not. 
What  do  you  think  would  happen  if  one  of 
those  ratios  were  reversed?  Consider  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  if  85  percent  of  all  poor  people,  living 
40  percent  below  the  federal  poverty  level, 
were  single  men:  abused,  battered,  aban¬ 
doned,  divorced,  or  widowed,  raising  their 
babies  without  child  support,”  she  said. 

Massachusetts  is  the  final  stop  for  the 
caravan  on  this  tour,  but  a  NOW  spokesper¬ 
son  said  that  the  caravan  will  probably  ap¬ 
pear  again  in  the  fall,  possibly  in  Texas.  □ 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  VR  RND) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boslon,  MA  02115 
(617)  267  2262 

ACCOUNTINGS  AXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY.  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boslon,  So.  End: 
(617)730-4103 
North  Shore: 
(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNC¬ 
TURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave.,  #11 
Allston,  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 


ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St, 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 
SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spoflord,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 

(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T.W.F.Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKKEEPING/TAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  ‘Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)292-6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa. 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)266  8584 

DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232  7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boslon  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min 
Response) 

Tel  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 


COMPUTER  SERVICES 
HOSKEN  & 
ASSOCIATES 
Software,  Hardware 
Networks,  Trouble¬ 
shooting,  Maintenance 
(617)  4X5-8130  Anytime 
RON  S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop 
publishing-word  pro¬ 
cessing  Make  your 
resumes,  manyscnpts 
and  flyers  shine 
(6171626  9096 


COUNSELING 
ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 
BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONHEALTH,  INC. 
42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington,  MA 
(617)  646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  Procaccini, 
LICSW 

44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  S 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186'/r  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA.  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 

ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-6110 

Insurance  Accepted 

Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/r  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S 
COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 


DENTISTRY 
DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave 
Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M  Ed. 

Anorexia.  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Ealing 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492  7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  ML  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926  4289 


FUNCTIONS 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners, 
fundraisers,  cocktail 
parties,  business 
functions,  joining/umon 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(€17)  338-5356 
Wed  Sat  108 

MEDIATION 

ALTERNATIVES 
Dispute  resolution  for 
nontraditional  relation¬ 
ships 

Pat  Reeve  and  Carole 
Spear 

(617)  524-4066 


PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)536-5569 
LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair,  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed.-Fri.  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appt. 

247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
•Service 
Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetls  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115' 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9400  . 

Servicing  all  your 
Insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1 762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY, 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave 
(617)262  1000,  x  298. 
M-Sat .  12-7 

BETH  WALSH.  C  M  T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques 
(617)623-7258. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio. 

Warwick.  Rt 

$39  Special  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L's 
Preferred 

Call  Pat  (401)461  3240 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  5248822 
REAL  ESTATE 
INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Sollo,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AMTIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  8 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

POOLS  OF 
DISTINCTION,  INC. 
Inground  and  onground. 
Full  and  creative 
financing.  Free  home 
survey  —  call 
(800)  427-7665  Mass,  or 
(617)  857-3030 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN'S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks, 

Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituate,  MA  01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic,  Massage 
&  Polarity 

338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA 
(617)267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482  2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockporl,  MA  01966 
(508)546-7252 
TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 
UPHOLSTERERS 
SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restofation 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass 
(508)  283-7765 
WOMEN'S 
NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  tor 

Women 

823  Mam  St 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497  7200 
W  8  PM  1  AM.  Th  4 

PM  2  AM  F  4  PM  2  AM. 

Sat  9  PM  2  AM 


Dial 

1-900-230-HUNK 


to  leave  and  listen  from 
others  with  the  most  advanced 
technology-complete  privacy 
TRY  IT! 


1-900-999-2LUV 

Live  Instant 
Connection 
To  Other  Callers. 

One  on  One 
Available 


(1.43  Bin.  More  In/o:  (303)  563  4455,  Ext.  3235 
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$3.00  per  call 


Boston's 

Gay 

Introductions 


Messages 

Change 

Often 


Try  our 
FREE  line 
617-621-8686 


Reagan 

Continued  from  page  I 

tion,  he  argued  that  there  were  compelling 
intellectual  reasons  to  invite  Reagan  to 
speak. 

Tucker  attacked  Hackney  for  inviting  a 
president  who  had  been  so  hostile  to 
women.  Black  people,  and  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  be  a  spokesperson  for  the  universi¬ 
ty.  Tucker  criticized  Hackney  for  Penn’s 
denial  of  students’  rights  of  free  speech  and 
asked  him  “Where’s  your  conscience?” 
Hackney  appeared  shaken  after  Tucker 
identified  himself  and  his  lover,  Penn  pro¬ 
fessor  Larry  Gross,  as  “cocksuckers.” 
Tucker  also  identified  himself  as  a  person 
with  HIV  disease  who  has  watched  many 
friends  die  with  AIDS. 

Tucker  told  GCN  that  it  was  “disgraceful 
that  an  educational  institution  would  invite 
this  colossal  ignoramus”  who  for  eight  years 
“let  thousands  die,  [and]  did  not  get  out  the 
message  about  condoms  and  safe  sex.” 
Penn  student  Rose  added  “I’m  ashamed, 
but  not  very  surprised.  To  me,  aside  from  all 
the  evil  things  Reagan  did,  an  educational 
institution  shohld  not  be  inviting  a  president 
who  stripped  funds  from  education  more 
than  any  president  before.”  Graduate  stu 
dent  Jay  Grossman,  who  is  gay,  said  that 
Reagan  was  a  “morally  bankrupt  spokes¬ 
person  for  a  morally  bankrupt  university 
and  nation.”  Penn  gay  alumnus  Tom 
Wilson  Weinberg  said  that  he  was  “asham¬ 
ed  of  Pennsylvania’s  invitation.” 

“The  250th  birthday  of  Penn  is  about 
money  not  ideas.  Walter  Annenberg,  who 
gives  the  university  more  money  than  any¬ 
body  else,  invites  his  buddy  Ronald  Reagan. 
Any  ideas  that  came  out  of  today  came  out 
of  the-street,”  said  Weinberg. 

Reagan’s  appearance  followed  Barbara 
Bush’s  Penn  commencement  address  on 
May  14  in  which  she  urged  graduates  to 
place  as  much  value  on  the  quality  of  their 
“personal  relationships”  as  on  success  in 
their  careers.  Unlike  the  Wellesley  students 
who  have  criticized  their  college’s  invitation 
to  Bush,  Penn  seniors  did  not  organize 
against  her  visit  and  gave  her  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  when  she  said,  “Somewhere  out  in  the 
audience  today  there  may  be  a  future  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States.  I  wish  her  well.” 

Reagan  began  his  speech  by  congratula¬ 
ting  Penn  on  its  20th  —  instead  of  250th  — 
anniversary.  □ 

TVC 

Continued  from  page  6 

movement  of  fascist,  right-wing 
Christians,”  said  Lisa  Roth  of  the  John 
Brown  Anti-Klan  Committee.  “They  en¬ 
courage  an  atmosphere  that  permits  Klan 
and  Nazi  skinhead  violence.  The  TVC,  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan,  the  neo-Nazis  all  have  the 
same  goals.  They  are  the  same  movement,” 
she  said. 

Following  the  fundamentalists’  meeting, 
TVC  organizer  Mark  Zapolik  told  the  Sen¬ 
tinel,  a  gay  newspaper  here,  that,  “If  we  try 
to  settle  our  differences  in  the  street,  blood 
is  gonna  flow  and  probably  would  have  last 
night.”  In  the  weeks  that  followed  the  pro¬ 
gressive  activists’  demonstration,  Bob 
Snyder,  a  vocal  member  of  ACT  UP/Con- 
tra  Costa,  received  threats  to  his  life  and  to 
the  lives  of  his  co-workers,  roommates  and 
their  families.  As  a  result  of  this  abuse,  he 
gave  up  his  job  and  moved  to  a  neighboring 
town.  Nonetheless,  Snyder  said  that  he  still 
plans  on  being  an  active  member  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  in  Concord. 

TVC’s  activities  in  California  have  not 
been  limited  to  Concord  or  Contra  Costa 
County.  In  Irvine,  the  group  helped  defeat  a 
lesbian/gay  rights  ordinance,  and  it  attemp¬ 
ted  to  stop  the  first-ever  Pride  festival  in 
Orange  County.  (See  GCN,  Oct.  1-7,  1989, 
and  Dec.  3-9,  1989.)  In  Fremont,  the  TVC 
unsuccessfully  attempted  to  recall  an  openly 
gay  school  board  member  and  in  Novato, 
the  group  challenged  the  school  district’s 
anti-discrimination  policy  in  the  school 
district. 

“They  are  advancing  their  hateful  and 
repressive  agenda  through  the 
government,”  said  ACT  UP’s  Lito  San¬ 
doval.  “We  can’t  afford  to  depend  on  our 
few  friends  in  the  government.  We  have  to 
stop  this  movement  ourselves.” 

“If  they  just  didn’t  ask  for  special  rights, 

I  would  have  no  argument  if  they  had  stayed 
in  the  closet,”  said  Sheldon.  “It’s  because 
they  want  to  teach  it  in  the  public  schools  as 
a  viable  life  alternative.  It’s  because  they 
want  ordinances  passed  that  will  give  them 
special  treatment  because  they  have  a  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  disease,  because  they  want 
same-sex  marriages.”  he  said. 


Now,  the  TVC  is  attempting  to  expand  in 
the  U.S.  Last  December,  Sheldon  was 
quoted  in  the  Bay  Times  as  saying  his 
organization  aspired  to  be  a  “total  involve¬ 
ment  effort  which  brings  us  into  open  war¬ 
fare  with  the  gay  and  lesbian  community’s 
agenda  for  the  country.”  He  added,  “And 
California  is  the  beachhead.  We  must  stop  it 
here  before  it  spreads  throughout  the  nation 
like  cancer.” 

The  TVC  is  developing  an  increasingly 
sophisticated  grassroots  political  movement 
complete  with  three  full-time  lobbyists.  In 
January,  Sheldon  and  the  TVC  sponsored  a 
one-day  conference  in  Washington,  D.C., 
whose  purpose  was  to  form  a  “National 
Task  Force  on  the  Preservation  of  the 
Heterosexual  Ethic”  (see  GCN,  Feb.  4-10, 
1990),  and  the  group  holds  regular 
“Homosexuality  and  Public  Policy” 
seminars.  TVC  members  have  also  quietly 
joined  school  committees,  human  rights 
commissions  and  local  political  advisory 
boards.  At  this  point,  Sheldon  claims  to 
have  support  from  6,500  churches  in 
California.  He  also  has  significant  ties  to 
elected  officials,  most  notably  Republican 
California  Reps.  William  Dannemeyer  and 
Robert  Dornan. 

The  Sacramento  action 

When  the  newly  formed  coalition  of  Bay 
Area  groups  opposing  the  TVC  heard  that 
Sheldon  himself  was  planning  a  conference 
to  discuss  the  “homosexual  agenda”  in 
Sacramento,  the  coalition  took  to  the  road. 
ACT  UP/Sacramento  and  the  Sacramento 
Area  Coalition  Against  Operation  Rescue 
(SACOAR)  joined  the  progressive  groups  in 
preparing  for  Sheldon’s  visit. 

The  March  13  action  against  the  TVC  at 
the  Sacramento  Hyatt  came  after  a  larger 
protest  sponsored  by  Sacramento  les¬ 
bian/gay  groups,  which  included  a  noon¬ 
time  rally  on  the  day  of  the  conference  and  a 
candlelight  vigil  the  night  before. 

The  Bay  Area  coalition  was  determined  to 
deliver  its  own  homosexual  agenda  to 
Sheldon’s  group,  and  the  activists  were 
ready  for  almost  anything.  Almost  anything 
that  is  except  for  when  the  elevator  broke 
down,  causing  the  unlikely  grouping  of  26 
demonstrators  and  one  middle-aged  man  in 
a  red  cardigan  holding  a  cocktail.  “I  know 
you  guys  probably  don’t  want  me  to  do 
this,”  he  apologized  as  he  picked  up  the 
emergency  phone.  “I’m  stuck  in  here  with 
what  I  think  is  a  bunch  of  demonstrators,” 
he  told  the  person  on  the  other  end. 

The  activists  managed  to  pry  open  the 
doors  and  head  down  the  stairs  they  thought 
would  enter  Sheldon’s  conference  room. 
But  when  the  door  at  the  bottom  of  the 
stairs  opened,  they  found  themselves  on  the 
lawn  outside  the  hotel. 

The  forward  momentum  was  strong  and 
the  protesters  marched  swiftly  through  the 
lobby,  past  a  security  guard  and  several 
hotel  employees  who  pointed  the  way.  They 
burst  into  the  darkened  room  just  in  time 
for  a  video  tape  presentation  on  abstinence. 
The  lights  came  on  as  they  filed  into  the 
room  chanting  “racist,  sexist,  anti-gay, 
TVC  go  away!”  and  throwing  paper  pink 
triangles  into  the  air. 

“Lou  Sheldon  reached  for  a  chair  and 
waved  the  thing  around  like  a  cartoon  image 
of  the  lion  tamer.  Fortunately  no  one  was  in¬ 
jured,”  said  one  demonstrator. 

The  protesters  made  their  way  to  the  front 
of  the  room  and  unfurled  a  banner  that 
read:  “Is  fascism  a  traditional  value?”  The 
banner  was  quickly  torn  down  by  Sheldon’s 
private  security  guards.  With  arms  locked 
together,  the  group  proceeded  to  deliver  its 
homosexual  agenda:  money  for  AIDS,  not 
for  war;  total  separation  of  church  and 
state;  love  without  guilt;  an  end  to  sodomy 
laws;  etc. 

Police  then  cleared  out  the  TVC.  In  no 
time  at  all  the  room  was  empty  except  for 
the  demonstrators,  who  agreed  they  had 
achieved  their  purpose  and  got  up  to  leave. 
The  police  disagreed,  however,  and  began 
fingerprinting  the  activists.  There  were  29 
arrests. 

One  of  the  police  officers  wore  rubber 
gloves,  earning  him  the  taunt:  “You’ll  see  it 
on  the  evening  news,  your  rubber  gloves 
don’t  match  your  shoes.”  As  they  were 
loaded  into  police  vans,  supporters  cheered. 
“We  did  exactly  what  we  came  here  to  do,” 
explained  Kass  McMahon.  “We  sent  them 
scurrying  like  rats.”  □ 


RECORD  YOUR  OWN  AD  AND  OPEN  UP  A  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  INSTANTLY! 
LISTEN  TO  LOCAL  ADS  IN  YOUR  AREA  •  MEET  MEN  IN  YOUR  AREA  NOW! 
RECEIVE  MESSAGES  IN  YOUR  OWN  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  TONIGHT! 


MEN  FOR  MEN 

sssr-  1  (900)  234*3500  A°®s 


LWAYSJHOT, 

EIaYhrs'K 
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DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


95c  PER  MIN  -  $2.00  THE  1st  MIN  •  YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER  •  © 1990  REAL  PEOPLE.  LTD. 


t  Your  Next  Mate 


Your  Call 
Brings  You 
All  This  Action! 

MANN  HUNT  -  Hot  one  -on-one  Action 

TALKE  LIVE  -  with  up  to  8  hot  men 

BEMATCH  -  For  the  men  of  your  choice 

(scam  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

RETRIEVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
hav&  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATE 


meaningful  Relationship 


1-900-820-8017 


min.  1.50  first  min 


900-999-MANN 

7-0753 

Guaranteed  co»o€Ctk»  wnq.  agy 


6  2  6  6 

0.96  per  min. 
Haulers  must  be  u  yrs  on  older 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

NEWMR  I0TH  YEAR 

NEWMR’s  tenth  year  festival  celebration.  Labor  Day 
Weekend  8/31  thru  9/3.  Echo  Lark  Camp,  Poyntelle, 
PA.  Camping  and  cabins  available.  Concerts,  perfor¬ 
mances,  video,  crafts  area,  workshops,  swimming, 
more.  For  info  SASE:  NEWMR-GC,  P.O.  Box  217, 
New  Haven,  CT  06513.  (617)  361-8126. _ (43) 

DOWNEAST  MAIN  FARM  PARTNER(S) 

Male  seeking  person(s)  of  independence  and  depth  who 
want  simple  life,  in  unspoiled  environment,  stewardship 
ethics.  Farm  chores,  privacy,  library,  swimming,  cycl¬ 
ing,  kyaking,  etc.  Former  teacher,  irregular  Zeri  prac¬ 
tice,  active/comemplative  interests.  Write  John  Grund- 
man,  FRDI  Box  179G,  Cherryfield,  ME  04622.  (45) 

FIDELITY  DATING 

We  offer  a  through  the  mail  discreet  Home  Video  or 
Photo  dating  club.  Please  give  us  a  call  to  receive  our 
free  brochure.  I -800-UR-LQVED  (800-875-6833).  (45) 

HELP! 

GCN  needs  to  make  a  room  light-tight  (for  a  stat 
camera);  and  to  put  a  lock  on  the  door  (for  insurance 
purposes).  If  you  know  how  to  do  these  things,  please 
call  Mike  at  GCN,  426-4469.  Thanks. _ (43) 

BLACK  LACE  LINGERIE 

Lace,  leather,  novelty  gifts,  toys  and  more.  Where  your 
every  dream  becomes  reality.  (617)  286-9070.  318  Squire 
Road,  Revere,  02151.  Across  from  NorthGate,  2nd 
floor. _ (49) 

GWF  31  SEEKS  PENPALS.  FRIENDS 
Have  many  interests  and  hobbies.  I  have  given  up  on 
military  women.  They  are  too  self-centered.  How  about 
us  civilian  women?  Write  Robin,  P.O.B.  5992,  Oxnard, 
Calif.  93031-5992.  No  prisoners  or  men  please!  (43) 

WANTED! 

Looking  for  a  daring  volunteer  to  spend  1-2  hours  a 
month  coordinating  GCN's  microfilm  orders  and  sales. 
Learn  about  the  exciting  world  of  microfilm  and  more! 
Position  opens  in  June  —  call  Margaret  for  more  info: 
426-4469. _ (49) 

SM 

Boston-based  bear  novice  looking  to  expand  experience 
and  push  limits.  Interested  top  men  looking  for  self- 
contained  scenes  with  eager,  late-20s  SM  dabbler,  please 
respond  to  GCN  Box  358. _ (43) 

GAY  &  ALONE? 

ComQuest  offers  an  inexpensive  computer  matching  ser¬ 
vice  for  gay  men.  There  is  no  need  to  be  alone!  Call  for  a 
free  information  packet  1-800-633-6969  anytime.  (45) 

PITIFUL  BUTCHES  SEEK  FEMH! 

Desparate,  distraught  butch  couple  seeks  one  compe¬ 
tent,  capabale  fern  to  run  our  lives  (i.e.,  housekeeping, 
cooking,  and  caretaking.)  References  waived  —  we’re 
hungry!!  GCN  Box  390. _ .  _ (49) 

KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN. 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours.  I  I  Y  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party'.  Leant  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Fridav  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Uura  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


SERVICES 

ARCHITECTURAL  MODELS 

Any  architects/developers/whoever  interested  in  having 
models  of  your  projects  built,  call  Bill  Sweet  (413) 
663-7867.  1  come  to  Boston  every  Friday  (to  volunteer  at 
GCN). _ (46) 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 
Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875. _ (43) 

HAVE  TOOLS 

Strong,  intelligent,  experienced,  hardworking  women 
interested  in  finding  landscape  work.  Part  time  till  June, 
full  time  during  summer.  Call  Kim  at  522-6226,  (44) 

MOVING  TO  ORLANDO?? 

Unique  Homes  &  Investments,  Inc.,  Paul  R.  Ricci, 
Realtor,  Relocation  Specialist  —  One  Smart  Move! 
“Here  to  Serve  Our  Community”  805  E.  Washington 
St.,  Orlando,  FL  32801.  (407)  774-5961  or  (407) 
425-9982, _ (2) 


Kit  scwoouTq 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 

“Bookkeeping  By  Design’’ 
Accounting  Software  ' 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helppine 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  wnting  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25*  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25e 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  j  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10*%  $ . 

□  2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  1 5 Wo  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20<%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 


□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Name 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Subscriptions 

Address 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

$ 

City 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 

State 

inches  x  $15 

$ 

Phone  ( 

Zip 


Total  $ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 


General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


serving  the  gay /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  k  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty/voice 
M  -  Th  6  - 11  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
Toholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


♦  INDIVIDUAL  *  GROUP  *  COUPLE 
*  GAY  SENSITIVE 


ALLAN  SINGER  L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  EL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


H 


ELP  WANTED 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

For  job  openings  at  Gay  Community  News,  see 
pages  4  or  5.  _ _ (46) 

PART-TIME  OFICE  MANAGER 

Singer-activist  Fred  Small  seeks  office  manager  6-10 
hours/week,  flexible.  Correspondence,  data  entry,  fil¬ 
ing,  inventory.  Send  resume  to  80  Aberdeen  Ave.,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02138, 497-1416. _ (44) 

BUSINESS  SEEKS  CAREER-ORIENTED  INDIVIDUAL 
A  career-oriented  position  is  open  for  the  right  person 
who  enjoys  working  in  various  aspects  of  cleaning  — 
carpet  cleaning  —  offipe  cleaning  —  retail  cleaning  — 
etc.  If  you  don’t  like  to  clean  this  is  not  the  job  for  you. 
Job  offers  BC  &  BS  —  paid  vacation  —  holidays  —  ex- 
cellent  salary.  Must  have  car  861-6699. _ (45) 

STOP  AIDS 
$l5-$25/hr 

Are  you  politically  concerned  and  want  to  save  lives? 
Join  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund’s  canvass  staff  and 
build  grassroots  pressure  on  the  U.S.  Congress.  Call 
(617)  577-8229  or  contact  HRCF  Canvass  Unit,  P.O. 
Box  1723,  Washington,  DC  20013  or  call  (202)  628-4160. 

_ (43) 

COMMUNITY  WORKS 

Seeks  Campaign  Manager  to  manage  its  participation  in 
payroll  deduction  campaigns  and  pulbicity/PR  efforts. 
FT,  $20K.  Resume,  cover  letter  by  5/31  to  Community 
Works,  25  West. Street.  Boston,  MA  02111.  People  of 
color,  lesbians  and  gay  men,  physically  challenged  in- 
dividuals  encouraged  to  apply.  EOC. _  (43) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendant  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have 
a  driver’s  license  and  be  responsible,  mature,  and 
energetic.  Live-in  gets  free  rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays 
5-10pm  gets  $190/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call 
731-6228. _ (18.1) 

WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  JUSTICE 
The  Central  America  Solidarity  Assoc,  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  for  work  during  the  spring/summer. 
$7.15  an  hour.  Please  call  Malkah  or  Pam  at  492-8699. 

_ (43) 

JOBS  IN  ALASKA 

Hiring.  $600  wkly.  Summer/Year  Around  Canneries, 
Fishing,  Construction.  CALL  NOW!  1-206-736-7000 
Ext.  5449B2.  (44) 


G' 


C  N  SPECIALS 


BONE  UP 

on  GCN  news  stories  covered  by  veteran  correspondent 
John  Zeh.  Audio  cassettes  of  important  news  and 
cultural  events  raise  consciousness  while  communtin, 
doing  chores,  or  relaxing.  Hear  Barney  Frank,  Simon 
Nkoli,  Louis  Sheldon,  Wiliam  Dannemeyer  et  al.  For 
catalog,  send  $2  (applied  to  order)  to  John  Zeh,  1455 
Chapin  St,  NW,  Washington.  DC  20009-4510.  (43) 

Practically  complete  set  of  GCN’s  from  Vol.  2  (1974) 
on,  available  for  use  in  archive  or  library  setting.  FREE 
for  the  picking  up  or  mail  cost.  Call  Mike  at  426-4469, 

HELP! 

GCN  needs  to  make  a  room  light-tight  (for  a  stat 
camera);  and  to  put  a  lock  on  the  door  (for  insurance 
purposes).  If  you  know  how  to  do  these  things,  please 
call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469  (44) 


O  R 


SALE 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! _ 

PROVINCETOWN  CONDO 

Young  2BR,  1.5  bath,  3-level  townhouse.  Quiet,  wood¬ 
ed  area.  Modern,  fully  furnished,  W/D,  Andersen  win¬ 
dows.  Wrap-around  deck,  park  two  cars.  Small  com¬ 
plex,  low  fees.  Excellent  vacation  home,  great  rental 
potential.  $125K.  (516)932-7147. _  (43) 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LFs  and  gay  dawg  sk  3rd  LF  for  3  fir  Cambridgeport 
hse.  Yard,  driveway,  nr  T.  $270  for  bdrm  and  study 
661-6771, _ (44) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

BiF  and  LF  seek  F  to  share  3  bdrm  home.  Near  T  and 
pond.  No  drugs,  min  alcohol.  Must  like  animals.  Indep 
and  friendly  $279-plus.  Call  Wendall  days  661-3567  or 
eves  522-2118  Nancy  or  Wendali. _ (44) 

2L,  1GM  and  cat  seek  one  for  spacious,  sunny,  indepen¬ 
dent  4BR  Watertown  apartment.  No  aico- 
hol/drugs/more  cats.  Easy  access  to  public  T. 
$200-plus,  926-9577. _ (43) 
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Roommate  wanted 

TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will 
be  accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LOFT  SPACE 

3  GF  and  cat  seek  4th  for  artist’s  household.  Your  room 
900  sq.  ft.,  18  ft.  ceilings,  hardwood  floors,  wood- 
burning  stove.  $357/mo  plus  key  fee.  Share  kitchen  and 
bath.  No  drugs,  heavy  drinking.  542-0024, _ (43) 

SOMERVILE  -  TEELE  SQUARE 
LF  seeks  same  for  quiet,  sunny  5  room  apt.  with  por¬ 
ches.  Close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  Please  no  smoke,  drugs  or 
pets.  $275  plus  utilities  and  security  dep.  Call  628-3216 
pis  leave  message.  (43) 

watertownTq.  sublet 

Lesbian  wanted  to  sublet  one  large  bedroom.  6/15-8/31. 
Rent  $350  or  best  offer.  No  smoking,  alcohol,  or  drugs 
please.  923-4370, _ (43) 

LF  24  looking  for  2LF  for  beautiful  JP  apartment. 
Dishwasher,  parking,  no  drugs,  smoking.  Sorry  no  pets 
350  and  375  plus  utilities.  Call  522-6454. _ (43) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  BR,  5-room  Davis  Sq.  apt. 
Washer,  near  T,  back  porch.  $387  includes  all.  No 
smoke.  Avail.  6/1  or  later  for  summer  sublet  or  long- 
term,  666-2558. _ (43) 

Cambridge  summer  sublet  possible  fall  stay.  Seeking  4th 
woman  semiveg  activist.  No  drugs,  pets.  Big  house  with 
yard,  nearT.  Rent  200.00-plus.  497-7828. _ (43) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Lesbian  25,  artist,  politically  aware,  seeks  LF  for 
2-bedroom  apt.  in  JP.  Share  food/expenses.  Close  to 
Arboretum,  bus,  T.  No  smoke,  have  dog  and  cat  —  no 
more  please.  Summer  sublet  w/  fall  option.  375  plus 
utils.  Call  524-6839. _ - _  (43) 

GREAT  J.P.  APARTMENT 

2  GF’s  seek,  1-2  reasonably  tidy  housemates  for  sunny,  4 

BR  apt.  on  Day  St.  Clean,  independent,  non-smoking, 
no  pels,  washer  in  apt.  3rd  floor,  secure.  $212  plus  util. 
6/1  or  sooner.  Call  Laura  522-5190, _ (43) 

GREATCOOP  HOUSE  SEEKS  3  F/M 
any  age,  race,  affectional  preference.  Move  in  date  flexi¬ 
ble  but  prefer  by  6/1.  8  bedroom  beautiful  spacious 
house  and  garden.  Now  4F/4M  ages  31-57.  Share 
chores,  vegetarian  meals,  house  meetings.  Nonsmoking. 
For  10  years  we’ve  lived  safely  and  harmouniously  in 
Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester.  Near  T.  $250  plus  $50 
utils.  265-7479. _ (43) 

LF  grad  student  seeks  F  for  2BR  apt  in  Somerville.  1 
smoke  —  you  don’t  have  to.  No  compulsive  neatniks  or 
total  slobs.  $275-plus.  Avail  June  1st.  628-9772.  (43) 

SALEM.  MA: 

GF  28-plus  to  share  2  bedroom  apartment,  2  bath. 
Fireplace,  porch,  parking.  Includes  heat  and  utilities 
$350.  Call  (508)  744-1960.  Leave  message. _ (43) 

LF  t  GM  SEEKING  ROOMMATE 
For  politically  incorrect  pagan  household  in  Somerville. 
DW,  W&D,  on  Orange  line.  $260-plus  utilities.  628-7744 
9am  to  9pm. _ _ _ _ (43) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ _ 

2LF’s  and  1  BiF  seek  another  for  sunny,  spacious  Porter 
Sq.  home.  No  smokers,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  We  have 
I  cat.  $350-plus,  491-4005. _ (43) 

JP  HOUSEHOLD  SUBLETILONGTERM 

3  LFs  seek  I  or  2  LFs/BiFs.  Big,  pretty  apt.  near 

Pond/Arborctum.  Friendly,  independent.  Kids 
welcome.  Sorry,  no  pets/smokers.  Light  alcohol/drug 
use.  For  4  ’  $355  plus  utilities.  522-9760. _ (43) 

Porter  Square  mixed  household  (BiF,  GM,  StrM  —  grad 
students)  seeks  friendly  nonsmoking  fourth.  Quiet 
neighborhood,  no  pets,  rent  $316. 50-plus.  Available 
June  1st.  623-1896. _ ( 43 ) 

A  PARTMENTS 

RENT  WITH  PURCHASE  OPTION 

Charming  2BR  condo  NE  Lynn  nr  beach  and  Cape  Ann. 
Skylights,  carpeted.  Quiet  area,  many  trees.  $450/mo.  plus 
utilities.  Anne  864-4180. _ (45) 

GOOD  DEAL! 

3  bedroom,  6  rooms,  porch  skylights,  new  hath,  easy  to  heat. 
Davis  Square  Somerville.  $900  plus  utilities.  Avail.  6'  I .  Call 
Barbara  776-9701  or  Chery  l  6664N03. _ (44) 

DORCHESTER 

Renovated  6  rm,  2  bdroom,  hardwd  floors,  eat  in  kitchen, 
built  in  china,  w  d  hookup,  back  porch  and  yard,  owner  occ. 
$6013  month.  No  utilities.  Available  6  1.  282-3216  John.  (44) 

WEST  MEDFORD 

Sunny!  4nn  1st  fl.  apt  6/15  in  Lesb.  own/ooc  2  fam.  $795.00 
mo.  vv  o  util.  Good  T,  porches,  garden  on  st  pork  W  D  safe 
neigh.  Cal  ok  —  no  smokers.  Carol  483-3685. _ (43) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester  beautiful  new  1  bdrm  apt.  oak.  firs, 
wood,  lesbian  owned  hse.  offst  pkg,  trees,  2  bass,  avail  June 
I,  $655  plus  utilities,  436-2583. _ (46) 

u 

Responsible  l-F  32  seeks  quiet  sunm  top-floor  I  BR  apart¬ 
ment  m  Cambridge  or  SomcTvfe  for  June  I  Reasonable  rent. 

C»l  Debbie  868AW. _ (43) 

Funky,  spontaneous  LF  'ecks  housing  beginning  June,  ear  tv 
July  m  Cambridge.  Brookhnc.  or  Brighton.  I  smoke,  a'v  o  k. 
if  you  don’t  Call  Rachelle  ar  623  3414  or  232-1643.  (44) 


Summer  rentals 

P-TOWN  CONDO  FOR  RENT 

A  few  weeks  left:  gorgeous,  ocean-front  condo  with 
T.V.,  V.C.R.,  deck,  and  private  beach.  Spectacular 
ocean  view  —  a  romantic  spot  for  couples.  $595  per 
week.  Call  (413)586-4999. _ (44) 

P’TOWN  -  WEST  END 
JONES  LOCKER 

One  bdrm.  condo  on  water.  All  new  fully  equipped  kit- 
chen/bath.  Parking.  Laundry.  Quiet.  $500.  to  $610. 
Call  soon.  (617)  666-3574. _ (45) 

OWN  OR  RENT  PRIME  WEEK  VACATION  CONDO 
Aug  11th  Eastwood  at  Provincetown.  One  bedroom 
sleeps  four.  Deeded  ownership.  $11,900  or  best  offer. 
$800.00/ week .  (508)  995-7418. _ (44) 

Ya  cations 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keepers^ _ (18.24) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc. .  etc  ( area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4,50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetls. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


1990-91  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE 
AND  RADICAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Over  350  periodicals  listed;  $3.00.  Write:  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept.  D,  Baltimore,  MD 
21218. _ (5) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
113,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10,  _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139, _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 

_ (18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  bv  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Avc.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington.  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad- 
sice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28  year  sub  $6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS.  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(ex) _  . 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF^JOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/0. S..  $18  Canada.  $25  institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW. 
Wellesley  Women's  Research  Center.  Welheiey.  MA 
02I8L _ (ex) 


BLACKJOUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black /Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  !  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219. _ _ (ex) 

Organizations 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.  _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1  -800-42-BAGL Y  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _  (7) 


TVt  OVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoistingspecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184. 

MPDU  #23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 

Very  careful  moveers  641-1234, 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  W'c  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ _ (16) 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343, 242-0772.  _ 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


99 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORKFOMUSTI^ 


Hello,  I’m  an  attractive  20  yr  old  fern.  I’m  look¬ 
ing  for  a  female  friend  (Mexican  especially). 
I’m  a  very  understanding  and  compassionate 
woman.  Megan  REYES,  475431,  1401  State 
School  Rd,  Gatesvillq  TX  76599. 


Gay /Lesbian  Prisoner  Anthology 

I’m  interested  in  hearing  from  current  and  former 
_  prisoners,  their  lovers  and  friends,  the  legal  com- 
1  munity,  and  groups  who  support  them.  I  will 
answer  everyone’s  submission.  If  you  don’t  know 
what  to  write  or  draw,  send  me  a  letter. 

Here  is  a  list  of  possible  ideas  to  get  you  I 
started:  ‘Poetry;  ‘Stories  about  yourself;  ‘What  I 
your  day-to-day  life  is  like;  ‘Special  problems  as  a  n 
gay  man  or  lesbian;  ‘AIDS  issues;  ‘Health  care; 
’Fiction. 

Send  everything  to:  Prisoner  Anthology, 
Goddard  College,  Pfainfield  VT  05667. 


GM  looking  for  honest  openness  and  friend¬ 
ship.  Slim  waist,  wide  shoulders,  soft  hairless 
chest,  into  lifting  weights  (while  in  here)  and 
reading  GCN.  I’m  also  a  paralegal,  willing  to 
help  out  with  legal  research,  but  can’t  write 
other  prisoners  directly.  Sal  MARTINEZ, 
27555,  Hospital  North  Dr.  23,  Orofino  ID 
83544. 


a  means  for  incarcerated  Pagans,  Wiccans  and 
Occultists  to  express  their  feelings  and  opinions. 
Members  can  write  freely.  No  dues.  Penpal  col¬ 
umn.  Write  to;  The  Prometheus  Society,  Box 
45126,  Tacoma  WA  98445. 


Hi!  Looking  for  a  penpal.  I’m  24,  gay,  looking 
for  someone  to  write  for  friendship.  (They  | 
won’t  let  us  write  other  prisoners.)  Mel  HEM¬ 
PHILL,  D-98156,  SHU  C7D214L,  Box  7500,| 
Crescent  City  CA  95532. 

HELP!  30  yr  old  Italian-American  interested  in 
writing  men  (esp.  in  Mass.)  to  help  him  remain 
sane.  Interests  include  music,  reading,  writing, 
erotica  and  life.  College  educated  with  a  strong 
will  and  green  eyes.  Arthur  DeTULLIO,  Box 
43,  Norfolk  MA  02056. 

New  PENPAL  club!!! 
Bi/Lesbtan/Gay/Transsexual  people  needed 
for  national  penpal  club.  Please  send  SASE  to: 
Danny  MATTHEWS,  98353  LLCC  7A/D,  PO 
Box  6,  LaGrange  KY  40031.  [This  is  a  prison 
address,  for  those  of  you  who  aren’t  allowed  to 
write  other  prisoners.]  _ 


Well,  I  am.  Looking  for  Mr.  Right.  I  enjoy  all 
music  and  the  night.  1  don’t  play  games,  and 
can  write  inmates.  A  photo  appreciated.  Robert 
WALTERS,  163029,  18701  Old  Hwy  66, 
Pacific  MO  63069. _ 

I  am  26,  Black  and  very  good  looking  (used  to 
be  a  model).  I  need  a  friend,  a  man,  who 
doesn’t  want  to  just  play  games.  Thank  you, 
GCN,  for  the  paper!  E.  CRAWLEY,  D-01129 
(4B2L16),  PO  Box  3456,  Corcoran  CA  93212. 
Gay  male,  30,  and  very  lonely.  Looking  for  a 
gay  male.  Race  don’t  matter.  Not  into  ‘games’ 
John  E.  TAYLOR,  397179,  Drawer  1072,  Ar 
cadia  FL  33821. _ 

1  am  incarcerated,  lonely  and  could  use  some 
good  friends.  I’m  a  gay  male  into  dominant 
S&M.  I’m  the  dominant  party.  If  you’re  a  sub¬ 
mitter,  then  submit  and  write  me  now!  William 
WARD,  105619,  Box  747,  Starke  FL  32091 . 

Passion  and  lust  to  be  shared  with  that  free 
world  jserson  who  is  comfortable  in  the  com 
pany  of  a  gay  23  yr  old  male.  1  enjoy  bowling, 
playing  guitar,  the  outdoors  and  the  night  in 
bright  lights.  Wayne  WILSON,  94501,  Dorm 
II,  K.S.R.,  Lagrange  KY  40032. _ 

GM.  28.  1  love  an,  the  outdoors,  reading, 
traveling.  Mike  COX,  84505,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B, 
Tucker  AR  72168. 


Unique  and  mystical,  23  yr  old  Cape  Verdean 
and  Italian  gay  boy  from  NYC,  free  from  rigid¬ 
ly  fixed  preconceptions,  looking  for  penpal. 
Am  ‘quintessential’.  Ultimately  you  won’t  be 
miraged.  Gianni  GOMES,  D-97767,  Box  29, 
Represa  CA  95671, 


1  Hi  Colonel  Nyati  Bolt!  My  love,  cares,  concerns 

and  interests  has  certainly  prevailed  since  we 
separated.  I  love  you  with  all  my  heart  and  I’m 

U  reminiscing  of  all  our  beautiful  encounters.  Do 

1  remain  strong,  courageous  and  loving  as  you 

1  have  these  past  years  honey.  We  have  a  date. 

1  Hope  you  received  my  special  card,  legal  work 

1  and  your  fiersonalized  ring  by  now. 

Your  lover,  April  Monique  Bolt 

1  Miss  Merriweather,  Miss  R.  Dean  has  started  a 

G  plan  to  implement  mandatory  AIDS  testing  and 
l  segregation  of  HIV  people.  It’s  about  the  freeze 

U  play  girl!  Gel  started  on  Your  work,  1  will  mine. 

■  Love  you,  miss  you,  Mrs.  Peterson 

ROBERT!  Help! 

1  1  received  a  letter  from  someone  named  Robert, 

U  with  no  return  address!  PLEASE,  Robert,  1 
■  wrote  a  letter  but  can’t  send  it.  Write  again. 

1  Alan  HUSTED,  108721  (L-54),  Box  699-W, 

P  Sneads  FL  32460. 

My  gay  name  is  Lynn.  I’m  from  Arkansas,  30 

L  yrs  old,  looking  for  someone  understanding. 

1  I’ve  been  gay  since  15.  My  family  doesn’t  get 

1  along  with  me.  I’d  like  to  meet  some  new  peo¬ 
ple.  Please  write.  Michael  FURLOUGH, 

1 12241,  Camp  J  Shark  I-L-10,  LA  State  Prison, 

.  Angola  LA  70712. 

1  Please  send  me  more  info  on  your  jycnpal  let- 

1  ters.  1  would  like  to  write  someone  who  would 
write  back.  I’m  32.  Can’t  write  to  prisoners, 
if  Clement  JEPPESEN,  No. 975,  (18914),  Box 
|  788,  Monticello  UT  84535. 

1  1  love  it  here!  1  have  3  meals  a  day  served  by 

r  culinary  experts;  my  own  private  suite  with 
]  clean  linen  weekly;  semi-private  shower  with  a 

L  view;  and  world  famous  vets  staffing  the 

1  medical  department.  Why  should  1  want  to  go 

1  home?  Oh  yeah,  1  need  a  friend.  William 
fl  LEWIS,  422449,  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  In- 
diantown  FL  34956 

U  Young  gay  white  male  would  like  to  hear  from 

I  Blacks,  either  inside  or  outside  prison.  I’m 

PI  truthful  and  seek  friendship  and  possible  rela¬ 
tionship.  Picture  will  get  picture.  Please  write. 

II  Richard  POORMAN,  97168,  Box  128,  Ed- 
1  dyville  KY  42038. 

1  GM  seeking  penpal.  I’m  looking  for  someone. to 

H  write  on  a  regular  basis  and  develop  a  good 

I  friendship.  John  TROUTT,  76258,  Box  3300, 

L  Goodyear  AZ  85338. 

I  GM  28  seeking  friendship,  possible  relation¬ 

al  ship.  I’m  into  music,  sports,  reading,  and 
poetry.  Joseph  SAGANIUK,  103213,  3001  W. 

II  Hwy  146,  LaGrange  KY  40032. 

■  GM,  34,  attractive,  seeks  bi  or  GM  for  friend- 
1  ship  and  more.  I’ll  be  living  in  Mass,  when 

M  released.  Gene  SMITH,  EF- 1 1 9335,  B-unit 
GSP,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 

GM  wishes  to  correspond  as  a  penpal  with 

■  another  GM.  I’m  in  prison  for  a  non-violent 

■  crime.  I’m  a  certified  lab  technician,  like  runn¬ 
ing,  bicycling,  country  living,  and  rock  ’n  roll 
music.  Sinclair  ATKINS,  135834,  Box  27264, 

U  Richmond  VA  23261. 

1  Attractive  gay  male  seeks  correspondence  and 

n  friendship  with  others,  in  or  out.  Age  and  race 
no  barrier.  Warm,  outgoing  and  sincere.  Ken- 
llneth  OVERBY,  66371  U-15B.  Parchman  MS 

1  38738. 

1  Bi-male  with  many  varied  interests  which  in- 

m  elude  the  outdoors  life  and  getting  to  know  new 

I  and  wonderful  people.  1  would  like  to  know 

U  YOU!  Please  write.  Steven  AMOS,  414729,  Rl 
|2  Box  4400,  Gatesville  TX  76528. 

R  I’m  a  young  Black  bisexual  male,  love  meeting 

new  friends.  I’m  handsome  and  love  Greek  sex, 

U especially  while  ‘butts’.  Past  limes  are  reading 
land  working  out.  Robert  WOODWARD, 

1 107-256.  Box  56.  Lebanon  OH  45036. 

Black  bisexual  male,  27,  who  loves  the  out- 
Idoors,  traveling,  and  sports.  Please  write  and 
I  let's  see  what  we  have  in  common.  Theodis 
1  BAKER,  86536,  Box  22-B  Star  Route,  Tucker 
|AR  72168 


29  Tuesday  □  The  Center’s  1st  Annual  Meeting.  338 

Newbury  St.  7pm.  For  more  info  247-2927. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event. 
Photos  encouraged.  Please  specify  if 
event  is/is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please 
use  our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings  and 
put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet 
Listings  must  be  typed.  No  phone  calls, 
please! 

1 9  Saturday 

Westfield  □  Music  by  Laura  Wood  and  Doshie 
Powers.  At  Gallery  Coffeehouse.  3  Main  St.  8pm.  For  In¬ 
fo  (413)  562-8703. 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series:  Keep  It  Up! 

at  Buddies.  51  Stuart  St.  l2-6pm.  For  info  437-6200  x298. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  Meeting.  For  older  gay 
males.  At  Lindemann  Health  Center.  25  Staniford  St. 
2-4pm.  SI. 

Marlboro  □  WOBBLES:  West  of  Boston  Lesbians 
Camping  Trip.  To  Nickerson  State  Park.  For  info  (508) 
386-7737: 

20  Sunday 

Watertown  □  GLOW  Annual  Pizza  Party.  All 

welcome.  7pm.  For  info  395-4664. 

Boston  □  A  Tribute  to  Greta  Garbo.  Todd  and 
Michael's  Silent  Movie  Night.  For  info  288-0391. 

Cambridge  □  Am  Tikva:  Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews.  Semi-annual  planning  meeting. 
New  Words  Bookstore.  1 86  Hampshire  St.  3-6pm.  For  in¬ 
fo  782-8894. 

Cambridge  □  Potluck  for  Health  Care  Staff.  Pro¬ 
viders,  secretaries,  etc.  of  health  care  agencies  invited. 
For  more  info  321-8050. 

21  Monday 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series:  Women,  Sex, 
HIV  and  Staying  Healthy.  At  332  Newbury  St. 
6:30-8pm.  For  info  267-0900. 

22  Tuesday 

Boston  □  The  Buddy  Program.  Orientation  meeting. 
AAC.  131  Clarendon  St.  7:30pm.  For  info  437-6200  x256. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center  New 
Volunteer  Orientation.  At  338  Newbury  St.  For  info 
247-2927. 

23  Wednesday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain.  Casual  dinner  with  old  and  new  friends. 
Doyle's  Cafe.  7pm.  For  info  327-5669. 

Boston  □  BAGLY  Meeting  For  ‘‘For  All  Walks  of 
Life"  walk.  7:30pm.  For  more  info  523-7363. 

24  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  HPAU.  HCHP  members  concerned  about 
Gay,  Lesbian,  HIV,  ARC  and  AIDS  healthcare.  AAC.  131 
Clarendon  St.  7pm.  For  info  864-9596. 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  Quilting  Bee  At  Arling¬ 
ton  St.  Church.  6-9pm.  For  info  451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Feminist  Cancer  Support  Group.  At 

Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-9pm.  For  info 
489-3806. 

Cambridge  □  Poetry  Reading  by  Fire.  At  New 

Words  Bookstore.  186  Hampshire  St.  7:30pm. 

Roxbury  □  Solidarity  with  the  Struggle  of  the 
People  of  Haiti.  Speakers  on  the  fight  against  the  FDA's 
racist  blood  donor  policy.  Roxbury  Community  College. 
7pm.  For  info  427-9344. 


26  Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Dance:  Sponsored  by  Positive 
Directions  and  The  Boston  Living  Center  For  all 

people  affected  by  HIV  infection.  YWCA.  140  Clarendon 
St.  9pm-lam.  For  info  236-1012. 

28  Monday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Supersale/Memorial  Day  Sale 

Clothing,  appliances,  gift  items,  etc.,  to  benefit  Renewal 
House.  Unitarian  Church.  6  Eliot  St.  I0am-3pm.  For  info 
277-4194. 

Boston  □  NOW's  Economic  Equity  Task  Force. 

Fight  discrimination  based  on  sex,  race,  etc.  971  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  7pm.  For  more  info  782-1056. 

29  Tuesday 

Boston  □  The  Center’s  1st  Annual  Meeting.  Over¬ 
view  of  the  first  year’s  accomplishments,  election  of  board 
members,  etc.  338  Newbury  St.  7pm.  For  info  247-2927. 

30  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Reaching  the  Boys.  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  sponsors  training  to  teach  adolescents  about  sexual 
issues,  etc.  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.  3-6pm.  $25.  For  more  in¬ 
fo  492-0518. 

31  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Kate  Millet  Reading.  Feminist  author 
reads  from  her  book  "The  Looney  Bin  Trip.”  New 
Words  Bookstore.  186  Hampshire  St.  7pm.  For  info 
876-5310. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Latin  Dance  Classes  Start  5/31 
Jamaica  Plain  Arts  Council.  $28.  Pre-registration  required. 
For  more  info  524-3816. 

Cambridge  □  Women  and  Disability.  Class  at 
Women’s  School.  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

June  I  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington 
and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  617/426-4469. 

Waltham  □  WOW:  Way  Out  in  Waltham.  Potluck 
barbecue.  6pm.  For  location  and  info  893-0361. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol  free.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7- 1 0pm  $2 
donation.  The  third  Saturday  of  the  month. 

Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Soccer  Team.  Seeks  new  ex¬ 
perienced  players.  For  practice/game  schedule  661-6771. 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Somerville  □  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71 
Union  Sq.  6pm.  First  Sunday  of  each  month.  For  more  in¬ 
fo  Lisa  628-2532. 


Monday 

Boston  □  Monday  Night  Rap  Group  Talk  to  others 
living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  info 
694-0964. 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  At  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  For  info  354-8807. 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Lambada  Dance  Class.  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  6pm.  For  more  info 
576-1018. 

Boston  □  Brazilian  Dance  Class.  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  For  more  info 
576-1018. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  At  Mass  College  of 
Art.  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15pm.  For  info 
266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA,  140  Clarendon 
St.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  Topics:  5/22 
Stereotyping:  Butch/Femme  —  Is  it  Back!  5/29  AIDS  and 
Lesbians.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  For  info  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  Women  for  Sobriety,  a  self-help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807. 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Medford  □  WMFO  91. S.  Community  talk  radio  show 
with  Sheila  Parks.  7-9am.  Tufts  University  radio. 

Worcester  □  Support  Group  for  HIV-positive 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others. 

Closed  meeting.  At  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  (508)  755-3773. 


Framingham  □  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  Group  People  22  and  under,  meets  1st  and  3rd 
Tuesday  of  month.  Civic  League  Bldg.  214  Concord  St. 
6-7:30pm.  For  info  (508)  879-5548. 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth  21 
and  under.  Meets  1st  and  third  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare, 
wheelchair  accessible.  At  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant 
St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  At  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbury  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Mam  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  Male  Sexual  Abuse 
Survivors.  Group  meets  1st  Thursday  of  every  month. 
Cambridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859 
Mass.  Ave.  8:30- 1 0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639. 

Friday 

Boston  □  Women  in  Black.  Demonstrate  outside 
Israeli  Consulate  in  support  of  the  Palestinian  right  to 
statehood.  Statler  Bldg.  Near  Arlington  St.  Station.  1st 
Friday  of  every  month.  1 2:30- 1 :30pm.  For  info  723-6327. 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support 
group  for  HIV-positives,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters. 
Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Brookline  □  “Swingtime”.  Lesbian,  gay,  bisexual 
swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  185  Corey 
Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info  661-1792. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film.  At  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  free.  For  info 
236-1012. 

Boston  □  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  5/25  The  Man 
Who  Knew  Too  Much,  6/1  Crimes  of  Passion,  6/8  Mid¬ 
night  Cowboy,  6/15  Maltese  Falcon.  The  Center.  338 
Newbury  St.  8:05pm.  $2. 


Wall-to-wall  leather 

From  Leather  and  Lace  to  Mr.  Boston  Leather  1990,  the 
folks  on  the  vanguard  of  hot  safe  sex  were  strutting  their 

stuff  with  pride 


Titleholders  all:  (l-r)  Matt  Christian,  Barone,  Mitch  Davis 


By  Wickie  Stamps 

t  two  recent  events  in  Boston  —  the 
annual  Leather  and  Lace  benefit  and 
the  finals  of  the  Mr.  Boston  Leather 
contest  —  droves  of  gay  leathermen  (and  a 
dash  of  lesbian  leatherwomen)  celebrated 
their  sexuality  and  raised  money  for  AIDS 
in  a  fashion  similar  to  countless  leather 
events  across  the  country. 

Organized  for  the  fifth  year  by  a  dozen 
local  and  regional  gay  and  lesbian  social 
clubs,  Leather  and  Lace  is  an  established 
social  event  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  leather 
community.  But  the  clubs  themselves  repre¬ 
sent  a  variety  of  proclivities. 

“The  clubs  involved  in  organizing 
Leather  and  Lace  represent  a  wide  range  of 
gay  and  lesbian  groups  such  as  Girth  and 
Mirth  [for  big  men  and  their  admirers]  and 
Dreizehn  [an  SM  fraternity],”  explained 
Dick  Gordon,  manager  of  1 19  Merrimack  — 
the  bar  that  hosted  this  year’s  Leather  and 
Lace.  “Some  of  these  social  clubs  date  back 
to  a  period  in  the  gay  community  when  we 
not  only  had  very  few  places  to  go  but  also 
had  to  be  very  secretive.  They  functioned  a 
lot  like  the  Elks  or  Lions  clubs,”  he  explain¬ 
ed. 

One  of  this  year’s  door  prizes  —  a  con¬ 
dom  —  reflected  Leather  and  Lace’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  raising  money  for  AIDS.  “This 
year’s  proceeds  will  go  to  support  direct 
AIDS  services,”  said  Gordon.  The  event 
this  year  financially  outstripped  the  eight  to 
ten  thousand  dollars  pulled  in  by  the  four 
previous  gatherings.  Groups  such  as  the 
Provincetown  AIDS  Alliance,  the  Hospice 
at  Mission  Hill  and  the  Worcester  AIDS 
Project  have  historically  been  the  benefici¬ 
aries  of  Leather  and  Lace  fundraisers. 

Mr.  Boston  Leather  1990,  held  at  the 
Ramrod,  occurred  one  week  after  Leather 
and  Lace.  The  focus  was  more  on  leather 
talent  and  leadership  than  fundraising.  This 
contest,  the  culmination  of  three  previous 
Boston-based  elimination  trials,  funnels  its 
winner  into  a  final  contest  —  Mr.  Interna¬ 
tional  Leather,  held  in  Chicago. 

Ten  hot  looking  (and  aptly  intimidating) 
leathermen  were  brought  before  an  ani¬ 
mated  and  raunchy  audience  to  be  judged 
on  their  physiques,  leather  images  and  per¬ 


sonalities.  Like  Leather  and  Lace,  Mr.  Bos¬ 
ton  Leather  drew  a  standing-room-only 
crowd.  The  evening  was  reminiscent  of  a 
sensual  theater  performance.  In  the  low-lit 
steamy  bar,  contestants  (whose  stage  pres¬ 
ence  ranged  from  seasoned  contenders  to 
quivering  pigeon-toed  novices)  strolled 
down  a  runway  wearing  a  variety  of  harn¬ 
esses,  chaps,  cod  pieces  or  cop  outfits.  Body 


decorations  such  as  tit  rings  and  tattoos  fur¬ 
ther  fed  the  mushrooming  sexual  energy 
•that  pervaded  the  atmosphere.  That  which 
was  concealed  (which  wasn’t  much)  was 
well-described  in  the  biographies  that  were 
read  by  the  extremely  talented  MC  Matt 
Christian  (Mr.  Boston  Leather,  1989). 

“Contestant  Number  Two  has  eight  in¬ 
ches  of  big,  fat  uncut  cock,”  he’d  holler 


out.  (By  the  by,  defying  the  law  of  averages, 
any  contestant  under  six  inches  was  not  to 
be  found).  The  contenders’  erotic  personal 
fantasies  —  also  given  a  dramatic  reading  by 
Christian  —  were  audience  favorites  and 
frequently  evoked  wolf  whistles,  collective 
groans  and  various  offers  by  onlookers  to 
suck  the  given  contestant’s  cock.  Only  when 
the  occasional  biography  mentioned  the  loss 
of  a  lover  to  AIDS  did  silence  and  solemnity 
sweep  the  room. 

But,  according  to  organizers  and  judges, 
Mr.  Boston  Leather  encompasses  more  than 
hot  bods  and  funky  fantasies.  “Our  winners 
are  encouraged  to  take  on  leadership  roles, 
promote  safe,  sane  and  consensual  sex  and 
inspire  positive  feelings  about  our  leather 
lifestyle,”  said  Ramrod  manager  M.  Jeff 
Zirpolo,  who  is  also  captain  of  the  Riders 
Motorcycle  Club  (which  sponsored  the 
event).  He  believes  the  leather  community 
has  a  long  history  of  leadership  on  safe  sex. 
“The  leather  community  which  is,  in  gener¬ 
al,  well  educated  on  safe  sex  has,  through  its 
leadership  and  teachings,  taken  the  issue  of 
safe  sex  by  the  horns,”  he  explained. 

Boston’s  leather  titleholders  have  taken 
up  this  leadership  role  with  a  vengeance. 
Mitch  Davis,  who  was  First  Runner-up  Mr. 
International  Leather,  1989,  was  a  judge  at 
this  year’s  Mr.  Boston  Leather,  and  has 
been  instrumental  in  organizing  the  upcom¬ 
ing  Gay  Pride  leather  contingent.  He  was  a 
key  organizer  for  Mr.  New  England  Drum¬ 
mer  and  actively  seeks  out  leatherwomen  for 
all  levels  of  community  participation. 

Like  Davis,  the  leatherman  who  goes 
simply  by  the  name  of  Barone  (Mr.  New 
I  England  Drummer,  1989),  also  a  Mr. 
£  Boston  Leather  judge,  sees  leadership  as 
synonymous  with  leather.  “Since  viewing 
the  NAMES  Project  Quilt,  my  understan¬ 
ding  of  my  role  as  a  titleholder  has  changed. 
I’ve  deepened  my  commitment  to  my  com¬ 
munity.  Since  the  government  is  increasing¬ 
ly  taking  a  back  seat  not  only  in  funding  the 
fight  against  AIDS  but  in  health  education, 
I  am  committed  to  not  just  raising  AIDS 
funds  but  also  raising  our  community’s  con¬ 
sciousness  on  health  issues”  he  explained. 

Leather  events  have  also  been  seen  as 
healthy  outlets  for  gay  male  sexuality  during 
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If  You  Have  Not  Taken  the  HIV  Antibody  Test... 

THINK  ABOUT  IT. 


If  you  test  positive  you  have  medical  choices: 

•  Treatments  such  as  AZT  and  Aerosolized 
Pentamadine  that  may  slow  or  prevent 
some  HIV-related  illnesses. 

•  Tests  to  measure  how  well  your  immune 
system  is  working. 


Keep  in  mind: 
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•  You  should  get  pre-  and  post-test  counseling  from  an  HIV-sensitive 
health  care  provider,  or  at  an  Alternative  Test  Site. 

•  Your  current  housing,  employment  and  insurance  may  be  affected. 
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You  will  need  emotional  support  before,  during  and  after  the  test. 
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YOU  CAN 
FIGHT  HIV! 


AIDS  ACTION  Committtee  cares  about  your  health  . 
We  hope  you  will  take  care  of  yourself  by  getting  good  health 
care  and  by  continuing  to  practice  safer  sex. 


Give  yourself  a 

chance. 


For  information  about  HIV  Illness  call : 

AIDS  ACTION  Line 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

Alternative  Test  Site  Program 


(617)536-7733 

(617)267-0159 

(617)522-4090 


